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General Electric Will Pay

$3 Million in

- New York State Department of En-
vironmental Conservation & Genera!
Electric Company last week agreed to
split the cost of a §7 million prog

Dumping

plants by July 1, 1377, As part of the agree-
ment, the company will spend §1 million on *
research, some of which will be used to de-
termine n:c;-vlmnmul effects of the

to remove the toxic chemicals’ poly-
chiorinated biphenyls, (PCB's) {rom
the Hudsen River.

Tegal
fiver, but is nevertheless regarded as a vh-
ury by ruurvmnnml who ¢

which the compa.
»y will use next year.

" New York State and GE have agreed o
contribute $3 million each to a joint pro-
gram that will coatinuously measure pres-
ot discharges of PCB's into the Hudson
and take action against residual amounts of
the chemicsl in the waters and sediment of
the Hudson.

has
mm ‘unhm. on the poliuter's n-,-ﬂ-
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Electric will move (o ndun the
present levels of PCB discharge.

-lph-uupnuldny.hanruc #s of
one gram per day by April, 1977. This wlll
be accomplished, the company says, by a
§0.5 million pellution-treatment faetlity
'hn nhcmphlodaﬂhmnum ml

Aﬂn the Jul.v 1 curtaiiment of PCl,t-l
i capscitor production, the facility can de
e St £ o el
compound, g3 we n monitor ( w

tosiudl PCB's in GE's efuent,

Envireamenta) sificials say that centin-
wed monitoring of PCB's lmln GE's outfal)
will be leaching of the
toxic chemical llh the ground and waters

Continwed on Page 11
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General EIeCtliC s it rue s

srrounding the twe’ Msl‘ New York
ants.

Of the 81 million that Gl plaus to spend
on research, $400,000 will be spent on sva-
luating the economic impact of possible
substitutes; $400,000 on research com-
cornlu the removal of PCB’s from waters

and the monies
-ul be used for environmental studies of

PCB workers lived longer than the natienal
average.’

Evidence from the preliminary study
suggests that the cases of lung cancer are
aot PCB-dose related, the company aays.
Dr. Roush adds that Monsanto’s extensive
Jong-term feeding studies with animals
would further indicate that PCB's are oot
cmlnonde‘

iast January,

substances to be chosen by
of Environmental Comr‘”bn Peter A.A.
Berle.

The agreement has been called ‘“‘an ef-
fective precedent for dealing with situa-
tions of joint culpability,” Wy Prof. Abra-
ham T. Sofaer. the Columbia University
law professor who conducted the hearings.
Prof. Sofaer recommended that the settle-
ment be accepted, noting thet GE had re-
quested and obtaiwed Federal and state

permits to dump PCR’s inte the Hudson
River. : ’

Gov. Hugh L. Carey, who attended last
week's joint news comference with state of:
ficials and Gt Tepresentatives, enlld the

th-l induetry nd the state can work bﬂb-

AGREEMENT INKRD
The agreement to step dumping by th

lnwov.r‘ that it wlll voluntarily ceass ull
PCB production, “as soom as possible,”
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) with the ability of transformerf

1971, was signed by C

and John P. Welch, a C.E. vice ‘

and has been cited by environmentalists a»
an alternative to costly and time consum-
ing Jegal proceedings, but no guarantees
are hlnllumli,cm-rﬂh 'l\utdll

and te convert te!
visble substitutes.

In recent developments, the presence of
PCB was detected In the milk of more than '
Nny 'ma:‘ in IIeMlnn In Japan, con-

amount of money
the Hudson is tikely to fall lur short dﬂ-
actus] cost of the eperation.

Commissioner Berie das stated that he
fosls the actual cest of removing PCBe
from the river could run as high ay $12 4
$20 mllllon and mn h will attempt to pro-
cure the addition

General lloﬂ.ﬁe hu been discharging
PCBs into the Hudsos River for absut
twenty-five years, and there is an estimat-
od 300,000 pounds of the substance in the
waters and on the river bottom. An estimat-
od 84,000 pounds of PCB’s were dumped
into the Hudson during the years 1908 te
1972, sccording ts publizhed reperts.

The compound, vhieh has boon used h

by PCB's resulted

in various ilinesses in more than 708 per-
sons, whe lmud PCB-containing rice
bran cooki:

ng oll

Last week, the Georgia Board of Natural
Resources ended commercial fishing on the
Coosa River for 120 days because of high
lavels of PCB's, and warned fisherman to
dispose of fish that they bave caught.

The ban was imposed after laboratory
tests detected up to twenty-five times the

sale levels in flsh, The

ban will effect fishing from Rome, Georgia
site of & GE plant, £o the state line.

_ Joe Tanmer, Commissioner of Nallnl

said the
uhllnnhﬂlpln(alom
d. The

many arsas of ch

isch hos besn for twenty-

ideal for the of h—

cause it is inert, five resistant and it can

hold an electrical charge. It does, howover,

cling to small particles of matier ic lake

and river waler and will remain in the sedi-
mant of bodies of water.
Ci

! wes 00

years Mr. 'runnc. says, but GE has been
vwkhu to ueo PCB's in its dreinage

_!po! prlcu for benzene hunnﬂ

. of the

tablished only mmlu ~it had been known
te be toxic for some time - and its appear-
ance in high levels in fish taken from the
Hudson brought it to public attention late
1ast year. Workers at the two General Elac.
tric plants who had come into contact with
PCB's for long periods of time have oxlub-
{ted several difierent kinds of illnesses

and are now st &3¢. to 84c. per gal-
lon. This became particularly evident last
week when several large psccels of benzene |
were sold at 83c. par gallen for export.
Demand has been dismal, sources say,
and now that Labor Day has come and
gone, some marketers getting a little
nervous. Contract pri re reportedly
holding to established levels, however. and

Mobil 01t C 's study of ty
two workers exposed (o a PCB product at a
plant in New Jersey found three cases of
melanoma and two cases of pancreatic can-
cor: well above nationsl averages. Monsas-
o, -mdumot?t‘l- l-:lmllmud

from
K:.M&Mhll‘locnﬂrmlhloﬂl

Y‘.nhlln findings in the Monsants
stuldy, according to Dr. George Roush, &i-
rector of lln complny s medical and envi-

P “is that our

should to do s0.

‘The market picture for toluene has re-
mained basically the same. Material is
available for 54c. to 55c. per galion on the
spot market. The impact of the impending
EPA lead reductions has apparently ast !
made its p: feolt yet, ‘
gasoline ‘makers suspect that lead levels
will not be reduced 1o 1.4 grams per galien
on the present schedule.

Induetry source says that a final decislon
will be coming from EPA on September 18,
and that large volumes of new data have
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