Yarch i, 1958

Mr., Wayne A, Becker
U3 VA "ospital Bullding 77
Roanoke, v i’ﬂginia

Dsar Mr. Becker:

The questions raised in your letter of March 6th are

such that one could not hops to answer them by means of

any "tests" which are available, Such tests as are valid’
are: based upon the determination of the concentration of
lead in the tilssues of the body, as estimated by the rate

of the excretion of lead from tne body, and by the con-
centration of lead in the bdlood.. After the period of years
of freedom from exposure indlcated in your lstter, the lead
content of wrour tissues can be exnected, with complete con-
f’iclence, to be within normal limits, and to give no evidence,
whstever, of the levels of concentration that existed during
or 1mmediately sfter the war, These tests, fhercrore, would

now be of no avail, :

One could obtaln some knowledge of the potential severity of
your $ITness, and i1ts possible relationship to the absorption
of lead, only by a very careful review of your activities'
during the periﬁd in question, by con31csration of ths naturse
of your illness, and by looking into alternate possibilities,
This, I and my assoclates would be quite prepared to do, if
you chooss to come to Cincinnatl for that purpose.

I shall not conceal from ycu my very great doubt that you had
lead poisoning at any time. I am falrly familiar with the
~conditiocns that existed during the war, with respect to the
nature of the potentisl exposure to lead that sxisted within
the British military services, The likellhocd of Jead polson-
‘ ing was certainly not great, and moreover, the signs znd

vmptoms of the type of poisoning most likely to cccur were not
mell ¥nown among physiclans generally. The illness which you
describe in outline i1s- certainly not typical, and I strongly
suspect that this diasgnosis was made w1tnout‘adequate svidence
that you had absorbed a significant quantity of lead, Indeed,
I know of no facilitles, except fur one laboratory in Londen,
In vhich the necessary tests could have been made.

I 4o not mean by these statements to suggest that you did not
have ccmpetent medical advice, What I do mean is that the
sxperisnce of physlicians, generally, with lead poisonilng, out-
side of certaln industrial cireles, has besn so meager, that
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the diagnosis of the disease is more in the nature of a
logieal gusss than it is a matter of the inferpretation of
evidence. ‘

0f more importance to you 1s the fact that any lead poison-

ing which'rou may have acquired in the African Campaign can

c@ﬂfi‘ently be expected to have cleared un, without residual
i tﬂ

‘icient evidence that you % @uble is nbt lead poison—
If you are actuallv ill you should. be able

*W upmn your present heal I Aﬂ ‘ ‘

1cern from your nmind, I know of ﬂ@w&lsaasa

Légs likely to cause persistent illne%s, disability
city, after the discont inuance of further abnormal

of lead, than 1egd poisening. Il you ccnsult some
Y~”‘*an who would like to communicate with me after

being 8h0wn this letter; I shall bs glad to explain my views

+o him in detail.

Very truly yours,

Robert A. Kenod, Y. D.
3
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