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: ’ LEAD INDUSTRIES ASSOCIATION
480 LEXINGTOM AVENUR
&x NEW YORKR 17, M. ¥,

Decenber 1, 1950

Y L2AD RYSTTI® AND SAFETY
BULIZTIN .‘VJ‘ zz .
8 tests PEMPT OF ACTTTITIVS

To Mendars of the lead Industries Associations

The following {8 & brisf su~sary cf RHealth rnd Safety Activities of ths
Associsticn aince Decembar 1, 1949, the date of the last repert, PRmerically,
these nctivities have again {ncreased, t.is year by about 1ZI over those of
the year rroneding, 3nd 1t should once nore be retod that the tan mattars listed
at the end of this report have been of ¢ollective Lmpertance calling for suse
tained attention outwaighing all others coabined,

Eleven vizits were rade durirg the year to necber companies in Boston,
Chicago, Cleveland arg Pittaburgh, Othar visits have included foTteen W gows
ermrental offices, gix to hospitals and clinics, four to edcaticral {instituve
ticrs and cre to & non~owler plast, in Saltimcre, Bostrn, Cincinnaty, Claves
land, Yew York, *ashirgton and XiQland, Pa,

Twenty=—eix zeoctings have been attendad, These included the anmual neetings
of the Arerican Inzustrial Pysiene Assosiation in Chizacs, the American Institu-
tue cf Litdrg and Urtallurpicil Ergineers and the Azerican lining Congress, both
in New Yerk, the Arerican Putliz Hlealth Assaciation in 8¢, Lonis, the Greater
Hew York Safety Council in New Tork, tre Incustrial ir7iens Foundation of Amere
fea {0 Plttadurnk, the Lead [ndustries Assccintion {n Clicapd, the lassachusetts
Yedical Soctiety in foston and tre Katicral Dafety Council (imcluding & sescion
with the Azerican Aca‘mxy of P-Alasrics) in C-lcag~, 23 w=ll as the Congress on
Irdusirial Health of the As~rican No2cal Assoclation in fiew York, Also five
local sactinn meetings of the Azerican Ini.etrial Lygiere Azsociation in Clevee
land, Lew fork ant Tasrirston and & Local preting of tie Ancrican Institute of
¥ipiny and Metallurgical Eigincers {n Bew York, Two governmental reetirss, both
held in “Tasrirgton, were 8 hearing on pesticides conducted ty the U, S. Food and
Nrug Adnindatration and the Wree=day Tnchnical Torfarence on Air Pollutlon
spensored by the lepartanant of the Intericr, Cunittes moetings innluded one
of the Cormittos on Toxic Duats and Fumes of the Anerican Standards Asaociation
tn New York and tw of {ts S:hcomittere on Lead {n Chicago, one of the Toxle
Materials Com=itten of the Katisonal Paint, 7arnish and lacjuer Assnciaticn in
Taaninston, ard cne eacn nf Ll Aszactaticns Cos-ittee of tha National lafety
Council and tra Advisory Cunities to Convider Trrpessd fliles Prlating to the
Pirtirg Trade, both §n Kew York, Veetings held {n th{3 city by the Hew York
Mnlveralty Praterad ate ¥e¥ra) 2:hocl and e Mittoni) Furd for Ye#ical fl08e
: tion mrc 8)s0 attended, The writer (8 currrntly clairran of the A?,A, Jutcime
i Cﬁ rittes on Lead, sarved as chalrzan of the wairsting Corittes of the Industrial
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N Rygiens Section of the A,PH.A, and 1s & member of the Comittes on Aotivities

of the 3sction, rapresents w.e A, X H.A, on & Comittes on Intersccisty Coopara=
tion whith inciudes twelve assoclations concerred with {rdustrial health, is a
manber of the Executive Coazittes of the Metals Section of the National Safety
Council and filled a speaking sngagement at the Cleveland necting of the A IH.A,
refsrred to sbove,

Of two hundred and seventy-nine {ndividual matters requiring widely varyirg
extents of attentlion doring the year, thirty-eix originated throuch inquiries
fron meeber sources, eighteen from nhysicians, fiftoen froa eduwcaticnal Lnstitue
ticne, fourteen fron goverrmental agencies, four from Jourrals and seventy-four
froa other ron-pesber sources, largsly marufscturirg coopanies, once nore pcinte
ing up the *public rolations? iarcrtarce of the work, Turty-three wers subjects
brought forward frea the pFrevious year calling for furthar considerstion and
sixty were investigations initiated srithin the division, ‘Americally the moet
inpcrtant were problems of childhood plurbisa, air polluticn and the taxicity of
lead stabilizers,

Again tecsuse of jre-mure of other work, orly seven Lead Rygcliene and Safety
Bulletirs have Leen issuved; Though & subatantial {rprovement over last year's
five this roecord is less than wias anticipatoed,

An orumerstion of the tea matters alluded to {in the opening paragraph fole
lowe g

1, The Mar—land "Texic Firi{shes® law Pollowing a series cf four further conm
ferences with goverreental authcrities

in Marylarnd, the carpaign to remave this 1709 enact-ert from the statuts
books of the State was brousht to a succassiul corclizion wen Governor Kill
sigred tha repealer on Murch 25, 1950, Anticipitica cf the Xtns Hopkirs
study llsted as Ko, § below was an inportant factor (n this legislative acte
lon,

2, Other Adverse Lapislation Prospects of proenlgition of ¥lesd ladeling laws®
in liew York and !Massach.vetts 'iave caused Conm
carr. and have been the sublects of confarances with autlcritice tn doth
staten, ey continue to be watched, Throogh the cooperstinng o) the Larmie
facturing Che=ists Lssociation ard the U, 8, Public lsalth Service, arrarges
Berts Are under way to pecure rercrts on both atate and nationsl legislstion
of corcarn o us {n the futwre,

e Bew Yari State Painting Repulatinns Althourh word of final action {3 yvt to
te received, tha onersus and tnrectie
cal features of the rulee of the New York 3'ate Lmor Departsoent relative
to health protection in apray painting have taen reviged by s coemittes in
whose daliterations we Leve rarticijated and asgorance ras beon given that
these revisicrs will be officially s:cepted,

b, Type IV Pet-t T4 wea rerorted last yoar that, dsapite ths lorg use of red
lead points for tnterior coating of water storege ta-ks throughe
out the United 3tates and the lack of any evidence of harm frem this praotice,
an opinion given by & govermment aclentist had placed the contimuied specifie
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estion by the U, 8, Buresu of 3tandards of the presemt form of such paint,
known 88 Type IV, in sericus jeopardy, This matter has been the sulject

of twenty sdditicnal conferences in Tashirgten, New York, Poston, Cincinnatd
and St, louis and a series of tosts of wvaters exjosed to this and other red
lead paints 18 being condicted by Dr, H, B, Elkira of lassachusetts at the
Associstion's behest, Results thus far are so favorable that we have {indie
cation from two goverterental sources that the Army's objection to the use
of the Type IV paint for potable water supplies will &in all prebability be
withdram,

Reports of (hildhood Flimbism PRaltimore contirues to be ths main source of
alleged childwod lead poisordngs, with 29
eases and 9 deaths rejorted to date in the current yesr, It is anticipated
that the study discussed {n the followirg paragraph will clarify beth the
antecedents and actual extent cf this local protlen, In the sane period
Dr. R. K. Byers of the Ciildren's Hospitsl, Boston, whare our dssocisticn
19 partially financing the dirgrostic work, his reported only five poesitive
cases and has necated the diagnrais of plinbtisa in a nueber of suspected
cases, It is to be heped that this very valuable work may have continued
surport., A repert of an increase in the mxmber of cases at the Children's
Hoapital {n Ciicirnati has ret to te confirmad, Mecw asccunts of scattared
cases contirie to [low in from various parts of the ccuntry, scoetices &t
the rate of fifty clippirgs 8 nenth, “~hether j:stified or not, thwce ob=
viously constitute most adverse putlicity and warrart every effort to find
effective prevontive reans,

Preposed Gtedy 8t Johny foprkins As a met od of securing a sonnd evaluation
of the Baltizore pretlen relerred to alove,
our ,880<ciatisn offered early this ~ear *5 surport an {rnvestigation bty e
Drrartnernss of Posiclesical Hiplene and Vatarnal and Crild Health of the
Johns hopcins Urdversity of all cases of childhood plumbisz reported by the
Raltimcre City Health Drpartrment, Desnite continued efforts to ret the study
under way, incliding 8 serics of fourteen conferences, nanticipated condie
tions at the University rencdered this irporsildle, In the 1isht of Yerr ree
cont mord from tho head of the Universityls Dcpartrent of Pediatrics, it 18
now anticipated, however, that an esrly start may be rmade {f adequate Fup=
port is assured,

Parsntal Tdutation The cnly serairgly fearidle means of coning with the
cril@nod plirbisa prollem 18 that of parental education,

Adeittedly ALffic dt st best, ovnry applicatls medi'm: shoull De exploroed,

Two leaflets published by the Xational Safety Council are the only onee

having suitatle refarence to this subject thus far sean, but the booklet

tentatively [romized by the Metropoiitan life Irawranse Cozpary a yoor ago

18 in e naxirg and alforts are under way to tring about Adnquate handling

of the subjoct 1n s!xilar phlicetions of the Prudantial Insurance Coapany

snd the Childran's Medical Center in Boston, (nce thane are Avsiladle, the

widast possible distribution should be secured,

Yrtian Pleture Pre-caal Ifforte o fur'her the rromsasl to sponsor the pros
duction of & sound motion pictare, to be shown %o
medical students and before muetings of nedical societies for the jrrpose

of 1ntucing sound thinxing and correoting the nary riscenceptiors prevalent
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{n the medical profeszion on the subject of lead poisording, have contimued,
Wth s view to sconomy in production costs, three adéitional producers have
been spproschod, btut the prospect of any sutstantial savirg without loss of
quality and consequemt effectivensss seoms renocte, Further conferences have
becn held with representatives of the American Medical Associstion, wiich is
esger to cooperste Ln sponsorship, jrorotlion and distridution of the filam,
Nr, Pletcharts strong suppert of the project st our annusl coeting will be
recallnd, Both from the viewpoint of the financial esvirges inhorent in the
prevantion of misdiagrosis of plumbism and that of enhancing the prestige
of our association, the valus of such a pictire 13 so great as to seen the
nost important single step that could be taken in the promotion of lead

hygiens,

1rad Folsoring .intidots The renswed Scint support ty our dssociation and
the Recearch Corporaticn of the effort of

Dr, Alsoph H, Corwin of the Johns Hopiirs University to develop an effece
tive and stable chemical compound for the treatnert of load polsoning w=ill
tercinate with trho clege of the current yesr, He plans, however, o con=
time the work with otler support and his further progress will be watched
with the hope of his ulti=ate success, Judoing frea a reprri submitted
under date of (ctober 1k, 1970, the sccosplistanrnt thus far 1as been in an
{ejrovecent in tha ntikirg of dithiscne, a choszical useful in laboratory
lead determinations, rather than in evolution of the scucht-after antidote,

Toxicity of lead Stadilizers At the behest of one of our aonbers, the proe
pessl that a study be made of the taxicity of
load stadbilizers uscd in the ram:facture of vinrl plastics has been dise
cusaed with two leading laberatories cemetont {n wrik of this rature, Such
8 study wuld £all into tro cate(:riey, the Ceterziration of texicity by
ingestion and thet of effects on trhe skin, incl-dirg Loth primary {rrits-
tion and sensitiszation, The former wold be by rmeans of anizal feeding or
axtraction tests ard the latter by patch testing on human subjects, 1n view
of the scetirgly far grestor ix;crtance of the question of effccts on the
skin, 1t 13 recoennnded that any such study be initially confined to that

aspeot of tho prodlem,
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Yanfred Bowiiich
Tirector of Health and Safety
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