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Variable Asbestos Contamination in Vermiculite

1 think one of the most significant facts regarding the problem with
vermiculite is that its asbestos content continually varies. It is known
that in the ore body the asbestos content can vary from zero to significant
amounts, and cleaning by all known normal and practical production methods
will not remove all of the contaminant. .

Therefore, examination for asbestos can range from none or insignifjcant amount
to very significant amounts, as we see by reports such as "“a few fibers", "0.2
percent”,"1 percent", etc. ) L.

Thié hard fact must be brought to the attention of the officials and the genera
public. : . ) .

This fact would negate any claims made by the W. R. Grace Company when they pre
spot test results. This shouid also leave a cloud over all our heads, because
we will_never know when the asbestos contamination will turn up. S
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CONCLUSIONS -

Although counsel for Grace has informed us repeatedly that circulation

Tt Golifart Ltlern)

or reference to the Mt. Sinai letter of June 2 :s a misrepresentation

and disparagement of their produc;, and demanded that we cease
such éc:ivities, we have not. We will not. They know that we

continue to circulate and refer to 1t >@hey have not sought Tegal

. remedy' a.\L;LA‘. -~ ) > . .

The reason hey can’t stop us is because we have dealt with the facts.
As long as we are truthful and factual, we can continue to work

with this information.

.

_ Therefore, you can say: ; *

* 1). "HMONOKOTE has been tested for asbestos content and shown to
contain asbestos. This is because MONOKOTE is vermiculite

1!'1‘\)03-9-1 .
asbestos.* (P""‘ eed la fhuag Cuga'}h’ i

2). "“The Mt. Sinai letter report of June 22,' 1983 is a valid

. repore.’

LJe
. 3. Gus——e-uof'f'.: CAFCO is absolutely asbes:os free us—so-s-caae\

orS ¢

Svel widcertlfy,t:unt. W.R, Grace won't cert:fy‘;ﬂ their

product.'\S O.\)Sm& MW%‘ \;N-Lo .

You cannot say:

1). "“MONOKOTE contains a specific percentage of asbestos." The level

-

seems to vary and this may be why Grace won't certlfy."
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2). "“HONOKOTE'" presents a health hazard."we don't know this
to be a ch:. Grace says there Is no hazard to health but
we don't know If anyone at Grace has a mdeical degree.
3). "MONOKOTE is In violation of OSHA or EPA regulatlons
" concerning asbestos." We don't believe they are, although

they may be viclating s!mt!ar statutes Iin certain states

© g " and we are looking ldto" this. Additionally, ‘there Is considerable Iob‘
d=oroze® in Washington about changing the OSHA and EPA regulations.
If this happens, Grace may have a problem, but, we'll have to

wait and see.
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