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LE D PRODUCTION IN SOUTHE'ST MISIOURIe

Eaor A. Jones, Lsstt Oenoral Managoe B
St. Joseph Lead Compary
Bonne Tcrre, Missouwri

W coments to you this motning apply to lead mining in Southoast
MWesouri, By Southoast Kissouri I mosa only the Lead Belt proper around Boons -
Terre and Nlat River, which is 60 miles south of St. Louls; the Frodaridctowm ares
30 miles farther south, and the newor deposits of Washinglon County to our northe
waste

Thig district has, for rany ysars, accounted for sbout XE of the mine
productics of 1ood in the Untied Ststos. It primarily procuces lead, but in the
post eevoral yosrs has also produced an approciable tomsge of by-froduct sine.
Small quantitiss of silver, widlo rocoverod, are not commorcially sigmificante
Thereforo, amy changas 4in the acrket price of lead xre ospocially important,

For tho past 20 years, Southoast Missouri lead production has come mostly
from minos owned by the St. Joseph Liod Compmy, which has oporsted in thls dise
trict for noarly 100 yexrs. Other companics , now operating in the arve (with s
lossar production) are the 8t. Louis Smolting &R afining Compady ond the Mine 1a
Motte Corporation,

The oro deposits of the area are ocomparativoly low in grade; tay vary
in 8130 from & few thousmnd tons to onos that avy mine sovorsl hundred thoussnd
tons of ores Thay are flat-lying and adaptable to & high dogree of mechanisstics

oProgentod ot tho 2Lth inmurl Yooting, leod Industrios Assccisticn, ipril 1819,
1952, Cnicago, Diincise
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“in Wining. A largs capital Lavestment par smployes must be made to drill, hresk

and load the ore, then transport it distances up to six ailes underground, dolsd
it to concentrating mills on the surface, and dispose of the waste materisle A
this time St. Jossph Lend Compeny alone handles about 21,000 tons of underground
ore por day in its various mille, together with about 7,000 tons of chet, fes.,
tallings, which are retrested for their lead Sontents ‘

The price of lead plays an important pert in the ssount of chat and
sarginal grade ore which can be millsd ecch year{ Fowever, because the dis-
esaminated ores of the Load Belt are not highgrade, snd Lecause they do mot contadia
by-prodoct metals to an approcisble extent, mining in cur district doss not giwe
us the flexibility of action wiich many of the richer or bi-metal deposits of the
Vest enjay. In othor words, it can be said that if we in our district, want more
1sad, w must mine more ore, for wm canmt readily switch from the mining of @
lowsr to & highor grade oro if the price ehould decline, or vics Versa.

21 of us who oporate mines in the dietrict, sre acatoly ccst conaciows,
mxmmanummwmuwmcm
a8 the wrld prioce for lead fluctuates, we mst be in a position te reduce ooets
in time of stringency, or else we loso our cowpatitive position, Because of tiis,
mmdmwd-@mmwmammmotmaw,
develotment work is always kept wall ahesd of actaal mining,

Last yor, 1951, the district producod 115D tam of Pig Lead equivalend
sgxinst 125,380 tons in 1950, or s decrease of 95, MWy ostimate is that in 1952
production w1l approximste that of 1951, Over the longer term, I would ostimate
that, given existing conditions, production will not vary sore than & few porcent-
age pointe one wxy or awotdher for some years to comos 1 bage the above predictice
oft certain dovelopments locally, 1In tho Prederickiomn area, the ¥Mino La Mbtte
Corporaticn has cosfloted tho aining and shut down the Hickory Mat Noe. 1 and Mo, 2
8hafts, and startod oporating on the small Copparmines orebody, which is not expected

o coaplotely offset the loss of the above two shafts, Fredericktowm Load Compeny
had ceasod operations
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ot their mines Last year St. Louis Smelting and Refining Company was hampered
ty a strike lasting 7 woeks. This year they should be free to produce the whole
year and, in addition, should increase the rate by about 9%, due to incroased
mechanisation and efficiency. St. Joe should also have its Bayden Creek mine
in operation by July or August, but production from this mine will be modest at
the start, and the pickup will be gradual. A4t Indian Creek, the shaft is adowt
mx-mmmrrmpxmmmym-mm This mine will not
be in oporstion until the latter part of 195). By the tims those two plants are
operating, othor older minos in the Lead Balt proper, will be losing some productiom,
00 that the net production of tio district will cwtimue relatively unchangods

From what I have read and hosrd about Western mining districta, lobor
in these areas is in critically short supply. Portunztely, we in Southeast Mis-
sourt, havo had to d-te an mple supply of good labor, Insofar as St. Joe is
concerned, we have enjayod axcellers relations with cur mine Union, the Ges, Coke
and Chemical Workors, C.I.0., and even though in 1952 we shall be negotiating a
unmtummmh-mupummtm,amhmy
satisfactory sottlement. Because of the vulnerability of our district to changes
in the world price of lead, W hove to be extremely careful about adding to owr
labor costs in contracts that agy be of soveral years duration, i3 some of you
know, wo have for yeara in the Load Belt, maintained wagus o & eliding scale
which fluctuates with the price of lead, andw hope in the interest of dDoth come
pary and emplaycos, that this principle msy be contimaod.

In wy 25 years in the Lead Belt, I havo heard sagy prodictions which
have dealt with the expected life of various minee. Some wore made when lead

was selling at 5¢ 1b., and at that price a very limited future existed for the
mine {n question. With lead st 19§ 1b, thoss mines which were supposed to have
pasved cut of existonce years ago, are still opersting strongly. Frankly, nooe _
of us who have bosn long Associated with mining in the district, will predict how
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long a given mine will last, e Bave had to suspond cporsticas from time to time
at individual proportios, because at the then pride of lead, they proved to de
snprofitabloy howsver, a change in price, of the introfuction of nuW equipment
and improved techmiques, has allownd ws to recpen such propertisss This has
bapponed time and timoc again, and no doudt will be repeated ia future yoars, o
tho bost of wy knowledge.prospocting bty all opsrators in the ares was cxrried on
during the past year at a rste wiich was more than sufficiont to replace with
new ore, that which was extracted. If we fall bohind in coe year, we spoed uvp
the rate of prospocting in the naxt. It is, of course, imgracticable to tie wp
in prospocting end development, tho capital required to block out ere years in
advance of actasl sining,

In conclusion let me repoat, that thoss of us with 1ling experionoce ia
the district, are hogitant whon it comos to making guoesos as to its future mining
life, but it is my judgmont that production will not changs spprociably cns way
or the othar frm the curmemt rate, for many Years to come,




