
FILE NAME: Asbestos Sacks and Bags (ASB)

DATE: 1965 Aug 24 

DOC#: ASB011

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: Memo to Turner & Newall's Members of the 
Chairman's Committee RE Handling of Asbestos Fibre



MR- A. D. N. JOKES

T u r n e r  & N e w a l l  L t d .
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Co py  to ADNJ
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24th August ll*C5

• j
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c
Handling of /  sbesto^ Fibre

I
Khen the trouble arose in th# docls at Mr. H oward's 

suggestion wa prepared a docum entor use in case oi as 
approach by the press. Subsequently we have revised the 
statement and I cow attach a copyylor your information.

The Lns true dons to Mr. flows rd are that, if 
approached by tre press on th is matter, he will endeavour to 
contact myself or Mr. Clogg t jr  its  true does but that If he Is 
unable to achieve such contact/ he may use the statement if 
necessary.

■



■A ste.-ho?. Tlbre

Turner Ss Xev/all L td ., like ether members of the 
Asbestos Industry ir. the United llingdom, hnve been awar e of the 
dangers of f  sees .s is  for very many years and were largely 
instrumental in setting up the ;ein: research  body which keeps 
mis possible hazard to health under constant review. The 
various companies in the r&M Group receive asbestos fibre in its  
crude or only partially opened state, packed in strong hessian 
bags. They have spared no expense over the years i r  installing 
special dust extraction and a ir  purification plants in order to 
remove from the a ir  the dust produced by the subsequent fibre 
opening treatment. The resu lt is  that in some of the factory 
areas the a ir is  purer than in the atmosphere outside; in areas 
in which there is  danger from dust respiratory masks are 
provided, the use of which eliminates any risk. All manufacturing 
processes are  so organised as to reduce health hazards to the 
minimum. The health records of operatives in TLX companies 
compare well with those of operatives in the generality of 

tdustry.

We believe that there is  no danger to the health of deckers 
who handle the hessian bags containing crude or partially opened 
asbestos from cur mines, provided the bags are  not split or burst 
by the careless use of hocks c r some sim ilar accident. Heavy 
concentrations of dust a te  unlikely unless bags are  damaged in this 
v r y .  Kevertheiess, we are  accelerating existing plans for the 
prevision of impermeable bags which will, quite apart from any 
health factor, make this cargo m ore pleasant to handle.

24th August, 1965



JAEC/AML 24th August, 1965.

M r. A .D .N . Jo n e s .

H andling of A sb esto s  F ib r e

/

Thank you f o r  y o u r m em o ran d u m  o f 20th  A ugust.

M r. H ow ard and  I d isc u sse d  th e  p o sitio n  and th e n  jo in tly  saw  
M r. B a tt„ ia n . T he o u tco m e w as th e  adoption  of a  s ta te m e n t, f o r  u s e  in  
c a s e  of n eed , a s  p e r  th e  a tta c h e d .

I r e tu r n  h e re w ith  D r. K nox's l e t t e r  to  you o f 12 th  A ugust, 
having m ad e a  copy fo r  m y o w n 'file . «



Handling of Asbestos Fibre

T u rn e r  & N ew all L t d . . lik e  o th e r  m e m b e rs  of th e  A sbestos 
In d u stry  in  th e  U nited K ingdom , have been aw are  of th e  d a n g e rs  of 
a s b e s to s is  fo r  v e ry  m any y e a rs  and w ere la rg e ly  in s tru m e n ta l in  se ttin g  
up th e  jo in t r e s e a r c h  body which k eep s th is  p o ss ib le  h a z a rd  to  h ea lth  under 
co n stan t re v ie w . T h e  v a rio u s  co m p an ies in  th e  T  &N G ro u p  re c e iv e  a sb e s to s  
fib re  in  its  c ru d e  o r  only p a r tia lly  opened s ta te ,  packed in  s tro n g  h e ss ia n  
b ag s. T h ey  have s p a re d  no ex p en se o v e r  th e  y e a r s  in  in s ta llin g  s p e c ia l dust 
e x tra c tio n  and a i r  p u rific a tio n  p lan ts  in  o r d e r  to  re m o v e  fro m  th e  a i r  th e  
dust p ro d u ced  hy th e  su b seq u en t f ib re  opening tre a tm e n t.  T h e  r e s u lt  i s  th a t 
in  so m e of th e  fa c to ry  a r e a s  th e  a i r  is  p u r e r  th an  in  th e  a tm o s p h e re  outside; 
in a r e a s  in which th e re  is  d an g er fro m  dust r e s p ir a to r y  m a s k s  a r e  provided, 
th e u se  of which e lim in a te s  any r i s k . A ll m an u fa c tu rin g  p ro c e s s e s  a r e  so  
o rg a n ise d  a s  to  re d u c e  h ea lth  h a z a rd s  to  th e  m in im u m . T h e  h ea lth  re c o rd s  
of o p e ra tiv e s  in  T &N co m p an ies c o m p a re  w ell w ith th o s e  of o p e ra tiv e s  in  th e  
g e n e ra lity  of in d u stry .

We b e liev e  th a t th e r e  i s  no d a n g e r to  th e  h e a lth  o f d o ck e rs  who 
handle th e  h e s s ia n  b ag s co n tain ing  c ru d e  o r  p a r tia lly  o p ened a s b e s to s  fro m  
o u r m in es, p ro v id ed  th e  bags a r e  not s p li t  o r  b u rs t  by th e  c a r e le s s  u se  o f 
hooks o r  so m e s im ila r  ac c id en t. Heavy c o n c e n tra tio n s  o f  d u st a r e  unlikely 
u n less  bags a r e  dam aged in  th is  way. N e v e rth e le s s , we a r e  a c c e le ra tin g  
ex istin g  p lan s fo r th e  p i o v isio n  of im p e rm e a b le  b ag s  w hich w ill, q u ite  a p a rt  
fro m  any h ea lth  fa c to r , m ake th is  c a rg o  m o re  p le a s a n t to  h an d le .


