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Septemder 10, 1948

Nr. Thoeasz L. Gatke,
President,

Gatkxe Corporatiox,

228 K. La 8alle Straet,
Chicago 1, Illinois.

Dear Mr, Catke: Re: Ba-anac Asbestos Experirents

Your eoncesn 23 to the results o’ Dr. Gardner's
expariments, to which the meab=rs of the ssbestos taxtile
group contridbuted such a substential sun, is quite under-
stantedle. Plense do not feel that I have neglected to
follow thr mattsr aluze D, Oardnar's death.

As vou will reenll, X had been pressing Dr. CGard-
ner for & finzl renort for o period of approxisetely two years
before his deathk, only to b* met with the very valid plea
that he was overvorkes! end unier-staffed becasuse of his inability
to obtain or retein queal’ied men during the war.

Bince Dr. Gardner's death Dr. A. J. Yorwald has sue~

1 ceeded him as Director of Research at Saransc Laboratory and

Dr. Lanzz (now retired fron %Yetropolitan Life Insurance Com~

pany) has become @ Tructce ¢l the Trudesu Foundation. %hrough
their food offfices the mass of dats on ths completed experiments
Whs been annlyzed by Dr. Lynch of South Carolina and we anticipate
a reosort wi!'l he forthconing eventually and, we hops, shortly.

. Bt b

Nr. Lonch has eouxpleted his work and Dr. Vorwald has
Y hom aven more “Ailatory about puttins tha report in final fornm
than wus°Dr, Sariner before hiw, and with considerably less
excuse. Under dats of June 14th Dr. Vorwald wrote us as followse

*The delay in cowpleting the monograph on
asbestosls is no less disturdbing to us than it is
to you. ¥e apprecirte its urgency Zor guldance in
the solution of probtlscs perteining to your workers.
Every effort is being made by us to dbring it to con-
clusion. Believe ma, howevsr, i1t is a ponunental
taskx. The data of all the studies and observations -

R R R SR L s

- Bl o et



— e 3

. ®

wade by us during the past numdber of years is
voluminous. It is not easy to collste it and
dirzest 1t for purposes of a monograph that
might serve as a basis Tor guidance. Tharcicrs,
as you imply, 1t must be factual and not con-
Jectural, ¥

¥cr more than a year prior to this timg, in response
to repeated requests, ws had raceived repeated assurances fro=
Dr. Vorwsld that the monograph would be reedy within a matter
of weexs.

From the foregoling you will gee there_are grounds for
anticivating tnat the final report sill be forthcoming in the
not tcoco distant future.

With personal regards, I am

Eincerwly yours,

Vandiver Brown,
Becratery.

YB:y
cc J.P.Woodard




