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- KAISER GYPSUM COMPANY, INC.

EAITER TENTER 2360 wonInidE LRl

OAKLANT, CALIFQRNIA 94¢04

March 1, 1972

QRS LI de TR TS

Environmertal Protection Agency

Orfice of Air Progroms

Divisicn of Compliance

Research Triongle Parlt, North Caroline 27711

Gentlemen:

As users of cshestos in some of our products, we had our representative attend
your public hecring in Los Angeles on February 15-16, 1972.

We were interested to heor that the propesed prohibition of the spraying of any
asbestos-containing product on any portion of a building or structure included
in its brood terms sproy applications which the EPA was unaware of but did not
necessarily mean to ban. We refer ta those operations where the ashestos-
containing product is slurried before spraying and adhesives coat and enclose
the asbestos fibers in @ bonding matrix.

We market products which are used as decorative ceiling and wall textures over
gypsum wallboard. They reduce housing construction costs by eliminating certain
costly finishing steps and through lobor-saving sproy epplication.

We also market products which are usedas surfacing compounds to conceal and
protect the heating cables in electric radiant heat ceiling systems instelled on
gypsum watlboerd. One porticular construction design of these systems is rated
for one-heur fire resistonce by Underwriters' Laboratories.

All these products are slurried before sproying, are sprayed through small orifices

of diome’ers of one-half inch or less, and coat and enclose the asbestos fibers in
cementitious matrix which hordens os it dries. These products contcin a moximum

of 12% of chrysotile asbestos.

These products are thus similar ta the roofing compounds cited in testimony by
Mr. F. H. Zimmerman of the Asbestos Information Assceiation and to the ploster
fireproofing products cited by Mr. B. R. Willicms of W. R. Grace and Company .
They would be expacted to show extremely low airborne asbestos fiber emissions

similar to or lower than those repacted by Mr. Williams for a product containing
12% asbestos .
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We have not yet found substitute matericls which yield the praduct quelity that
osbestos gives to these products. i is uniikely that the fire reting of the rediont
!
-

heat ceiling system could be retsined without the use of asbestos in the surfacing
compoaund .

Should the Environmental Protection Agency, after its review of the testimony
given ai the heorings, see {it to modify the proposed prohibition on spray applica-
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tion of asbestos-containing products, we request that the modified stondards mcke
provision for the use of the products we have described. We recommend that the
proposed standard be revised os follews:

Paragraph 61.22
(e) The spraying of asbestos is limited as follows:

(1) The spraying of any product which contains asbestos on
ony portion of a building or structure is prohibited, with
the following exceptions:

(1.a) Wall and ceiling texturing products ond rcdiont hect

surfacing compounds containing less than 12% chrysotile
_osbestos which are mixed to a slurry with water before

spraying, are sprey-opplied through orifices of a maximum
diameter of one-hcl{ inch, ond coat ond enclose the
asbestos fibers in a cementitious matrix which hardens as
it dries, and are cpplied over a solid substrate such as
gypsum wallboard. '

(2) The spreying of eny groduct which contains asbestos in an
arec directly open to the atmosphere is prohibited, with
the following exceptions:

(2.0) Wall and ceiling texturing products and rodiont heat
surfacing compounds containing less than 12% chrysotile
asbestos which are mixed to a slurry with water before
spraying, are spray-applied through orifices of ¢ maximum
diometer of one-hzlf inch, and coat and enclose the
osbestos fibers in @ cementitious mairix which herdens as
it dries, ond are opolied over a solid substrcte such cs
gypsum wallboorg .
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Your favoreble consideration of this cacommendation is reguested.

Very truly yours,

KAISER GYPSUM COMPANY, INC.
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