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By MICHAELO'MALLEY
Journal Stalf Writer
BILl, HAMIL.TON wus bursting

with energy that afternoon, 1o call

s &go, when he won the trophy
& Ceslalin cross~country jopy-
ing marathon. He never gn.oled,
always walched his ealing lwlits
and Fan six miles & day ~ not the
asual track record for & man who

died last week of & chronic lung
discase.

Bll Hamilton's real pame g
witheld, His wife has te-
Quested anonbymity during the
procondings of & lawsuit ahe filed
ageinst a group of asbestos
manufacturers. 5he believes Lheir

m are responaible for her
‘s death. .

Hamilton began his carver us 8
maintenance engineer at the
Ford's Sandusky Parts Plant in
the mid 19508. Asbestos workers,

tn the power house with ssbestos
cement and asbestos block insula-

As the workers mixed the ce-
ment and cut the blocks, a great
amount of dust was released into

the alr. One former co-worker, against

with goose feathers. At times the
&n&gﬂhﬁmwulwoto&l

reversible cancer in the pleural Pot

membrane lining his ches! cuvity .

At the age of 45, Hamilion had 1o
accept the fact thet he wouldn't
live to soe his next birthday. For

the month, his wife and three
children had Lo stand by and watch
him Jrupﬂe with & fatsl disease
mesothelioma, caused by
the inhalation of asbestos fibers.
“We were at the point of our
lives when we were just beginning
to enjoy each other,” says Mrs.
Hamillon. “The kids were raised
and he had only seven more years
until _retirement, Sometimes |
wisn he hud been hil by a truvk.
It's 40 hard to sec someone you
Jove, dymg.”

The story of this fsmily's ex-

ricnce 15 not uncommon. Robert
weeney, 8 Cleveland lawyer,
wriles in “Trial" magazine: *'The
tragic story of the epidemic of
asbestos dust in the United States
.:o{t“’s‘ now unfolding. Whut we are
lJooking st is Act 1, scenc ) of &
health tragedy that could have
been avoided.” Sweeney and State
Representative lLeonard Camers
(D-loraing have drafted and in
troduced legislution against what
they believe is & hazard that has
reached epidernic proportions.

Asbestos is the name for »
nstura) group of fibrous minerals
which are extremely dursble

fricti Such

fiber” s estimated 1o have sbout
(Cuntinued on Page 6)
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Asbestos Dilemma: Is Cost Worth Death on the Job?

...Mrs. Hamilton’s nights were interrupted by her
husband’s cries for morphine to ease his pain....

cwhndfmhgoml_) .
3,000 uses in everyday e, ashestogis (n "Ashextos™ s pre-
sent.

Tt is also widely wsed in the

stomotive industry. Qut of B! Hamilton's wife is well [}
00000 tors of asbestog fiber used gwere of the porsidilities of an §
armuslly in the Umnited States, 118  indwtrial coverwp. She filed o
million pounds are used to prodece lawsuit ageinst the asbestos
brake shoes while 4.5 million industry, not only for Joss of
pounds are incorporsted into incorne, but for the {act that “they
clutch {acings.

s Heary B. Moreno, Johns- specislists were commuasioned
. a-a Manville's uuloruopenuu the Shtpduilders unton In
by to 3

l'qm "md’;"‘dbwnm Mrs. Hamilton's mights were in- ssid: “It I8 obvious men
idecs lessed . . on's that e overall effect of lowering the Bethichem Steel's shipyerd.
mosphere which, according to terupted dy her hushand's cries for

medical specialists, can de morﬂlineb’llm milligrams exery the present (standard) to teo Mare then percent of al

dangerous snd even lata) H In-  hour! to ease his pein and she tad
haled or ingested. to sell some property to pey for

medical costs.
The Johns-Manrville Corporas-
ton re ol he defendanis in the The Ford Moter Company e
awso.: filed by Mrs. Hamitton, 18 fused to forward her hostand's B9
© country’s largest importer and  workman's compensation claim to
anviscisrer of ssbestos the state. The compsny's af-
deriate. Their products hsve tormeys — Squire, Senders and

Irving SeliXoff, st New York's !0 sirborne asbestos sufficient to work., Wh
; . Soal Beplial The National cR¢ #uch conditon durng B nenle evele or Dot 19 1834 m one  converte from 8 o g <
and Health 'mml ) us::g mesothelioma  constitutes an NIOSH. s the :&d. lt of asbemos dust b
t0 contros ashestos Gust b woek  OCCupetiona) disease: and demes yesr Woody Thompson sarted ~=° when the old botler o torn
areas. Selikoff bad shown that claumant ts totally disabled m Ceveland Ford
evideoce becasse of any s alleged plant. ‘s pbwastoweld P
expmed 19 asbestos fibary were SCCWRtionaldisagse. wdm“””m&-::ﬂ
_bighly sasceptable o either However., wre are other pro- :@‘M.?!wmlh‘ toe of Crg Notionel ip Buriders
. searr  {sssioon! optrions: cogveyor frem furnance. o S
- by o On bngs, o The welders waed foor et by tour | SOCC! 0ot 1 Janeary of 1978 Ko
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plowral
— & (sta! disvase -~ The finat pathological
victims within

dtegnosts from  Dr, Mumaffar . of

jo- A 3 Ahmad et the Ceve these ahocts relasped. 8 ot e dangwr of exposere o past amd
3 . was “malignan cton a"m fibers ino the air. [ hor ™ employess, I“" askad
(5] The resulls of Sefikall’s re- Wmm M“K
& ' soarch were made public in the —In May of 1979, Hami®m was For Byears Thompeon punched :“ hﬂ:yuﬂ
S | earty 1980 Bt evidence is shown sent to ST Joseph Borpital, Lorain 8 the time clock at the command of o 3k ot
g 'throagh intemal corpocste doce- — where the lste Dr. Thomas W'm"m'hm!m‘m;",'.-hm

, menta that the asbestos & Sfillgs), Medical Director of the ¢ Yeat and the dusty conditions, not past; they're sireedy ex-
w . was well sware of the prodlem Haspice Unit, aiso diagnosed the : g : kil blahiidg d Arowng that every evening he PO
< ! long before this time. Ca80 13 “‘Metantatic mesothelioma said they wers sware of the CRot be meesured tn dollary ang  “Oud curTY bome maltions of tiny
o ! of te right lung with severe probdlem andit will be corrected. cents. But the next best thing s tp 237D [iderS  tis fungs — fibers  The wicepresident of Amship,
fe) . That awareness, and the cwonicpain” reimbarse the pecpls that he teft  "hich were slowly butchering fus  Tslph Whitsker saxd “there 6 0o

! yomsibdity of an miustria) cover- An inspertor from OSHA. Dout behind tirough no fault of his  TSides. problem”™ because asbestos by no
G vp has lod Croressmon George  —And finally, Dr. DC. Zismrskt McKee. sind: “Ford is very salety own” longer used in the forain ship

OTg! L
Miller (D-Cah!.}) to introdoce who is the cutrent arting Mediral  COMCIOUS. They aren? nne nf e - . In 1977 his wifp Roceio natirad ha  varde And H the warkare o the
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noursged tr research of

frving Selko New York's
M Sinai Hospitas, The National
Ir titute for Occupstions! Safety
od Hoalth (NIOSH), ook steps

contro. astestos dust in work
aress. Selikoff had shown
snderuable evidence (at workers
wpeed 0 ssbestcs fibers were
dghty susceptadble to either
i oo-cnlignent
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trede journs! “Asbestos™ to
president of Reybestos-
Manhatisn, an sshestos company,
follows: = . . . the
fnformation you give as to sour
Satanac (New Yokt invest:ostun
s most inlree: i O o oL
andeestamd that 07 6 5 0 .,
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areness, and the

necupationa! disesse; and dentes
that clagmant 18 totally  disabled
becavse nf any such slleged

fessions! opiniors:

“hmdhncn:mb
asbestos materials yeers ago
bis chronic exposure on =t
least @ yeorly bests since that
tme, 1t seems {5 be no question as
csusal relstionship between
exposare (0 the asbestos and
] srront melignant
roesothelioms. The medicsl
litersture this

-
a

“can't

boOccn;:‘u 1 Saf. d
e ona ety an
Health Administration (OSHA)
hed cited the compeny with ten
violstions of lmproper handling
amd use of asbestos. Six violations
pertained to e uwse of Daulty
respirators and four violations
were for (ailing to properly cun-
tain and lade! asbestos waste and

When asked whether or not the
employer Hamitons hod bren
exposed to ashestys dust while
warirs ot e Saredaky Yoo
PRETL ST 0 SR BCRC LR & J U
- LR

ey o ot

s2id they wers aware of the
peoblem and it will be corrected.

An nspector from OSHA. Dousr
McKee, 23id: “Ford is very safety
conacious. They srent one of our
usua! violators. ™

in to the

contradiction detween sach
medica! diagnoses and e
dental of responsibility, Represen-
tative Camers has began »a
crusade on behalf of families who
have suffered from health hazards
{a the construction industry.
Camers has cited overwhelmmsg
medical proof that asbestos
csuses cancer and that

is » latent disease,
“In other words,” said Camcra,
“s person who is suffering from

an assbestosrelated cancer tdoy -

could _hove bdeen cxposcd to the
Obers 20or 30 years ago-

Camera’s proposed legisiation
calls for a revision of state product
flablity lacrs, Presently. under the
Ohio revised onde, the plantiff
may file a lowsuit against an
usbestos manufocturet for bodly
injury two jears after the ex-
oosure.

wants to chamze ths statute of
ltmitations to two yeors from the
time “the plainliff is inforned by
competert medical suthority that
he has been injured by such
exposure, or upon the date on
which, by the excrcise of reasona-
ble diligence, he should have
become anare thut he had been
tnjured by the exposure,
whithever dite orvurs fiest.™ fle
alprcts s Inll 13 am uptull battle
Grv = i e tTe inndustry s Wty

John Welsh, » spokesman for the
Asbestos Cetnent Trodocers

Associstion says: “let's face L
We're in the midst of an enerRy
crisis. Ashestos ts the most cnst-
effectlve material in tire
mark . and there are no
viable substitutes., We're
generally bultish on the future.”

retarding nature, been
widely used for fire prevention in
public butldings.

And since asbestos was widcly
wed in the construction of U.S.
Navy basttleships during World
War Il, Nea! Amarino, a public
reliations ctéprcsentstive for
Johns-Manville sajd: ‘‘these
ships seved many American
fives ™

As to the current problem of
manufactoring @ controversral
product, Amermo says “Johms-
Manvifle has mvented and im-
plemented vatious kinds of dust
controls to meet OSHA stomdands,
And #f people sccuse vs of shrovs-
gt our respmsibility o com-
pensate for the workers who hiwl
been exposed, then they must olso
eccuse the US. Navy why pre-
seribed the matertals .mmd pacha-
img Jurin: war produnction, *

At e xtd thren b salorer
L, it ey, .
NN B RS

cough.
remodeling our kitchen end 1
at him to go to a doctor.**

In the
Green,
ye
pA
never handled the (iber in her lfe
but her
worker, carried the fatal dust
home on his work clothes.

she did his laundry or
swept out the family cer, she came
n contart mith a low concentrs-

tion of asbestos — enough
Kksll her. fust : o

Because a great amount of
asbestos was used during . World
War {l, primanly in U.S. Nnval
and private shipyerds,
spproximately 4.3 inithon men.
ot worrmn were cxposed to the
substimee. (Lt of thetn may be
e it et gaalties of
. ey onedmlt of

* aattiied

desel, 8 Wt of axlwwton dust
reicased when the old hoiler o
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