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Dr* Byron D. Bowen 
B iiffa lo  G eneral H o sp ita l 
100 High S tre e t  
B u f fa lo , New York

Dear D octor Bowen?-

I  have ju s t  had a te lephone
c a l l  from Mr* Jenk ins o f  the H arrison  R a d ia to r  D iv is io n  
of the G enera l Motors C o rpo ration  a t  L ockport concern ing  
the  case which we d iscu ssed  in  B u ffa lo  some days ago#
I t  would seem from Mr* Jenkins*  In fo rm ation  th a t  the re  
is  some doubt among your a s s o c ia te s  as to  the adequacy of  
the means which I  proposed, f o r  s e t t l i n g  th e  q u es tio n s  a t  
issu e  in  th i s  c a se , I  had supposed th a t  the pub lished  
work o f th i s  la b o ra to ry  on the c l i n i c a l  problems a sso c ia te d  
w ith  lead  exposure and lead  a b so rp tio n , and the p rofe s s io n a l  
p o s it io n  occup ied by m yself and se v e ra l o f  my co lleag u es In  
th is  f i e l d  were s u f f i c i e n t  to  j u s t i f y  the im p l ic a t io n s  o f 
honesty  and ex p e rtn ess  a sso c ia te d  w ith  my su g g e s tion . S ince 
th a t  seems n o t to  bo the case , I  h a s te n  to  exp ress ray 
w il l in g n e ss  to  s e t t l e  the problem by some method e n t i re ly  
s a t i s f a c to r y  to  you, I  do th is  because i t  seems w ise fo r  
m edical men to  so lve such a c l i n i c a l  problem among them­
s e lv e s .

I  have adv ised  Mr, Jenk ins th a t  
c e r ta in  a d d it io n a l sam ples o f b lood and u r in e  shou ld  be 
ob ta ined  from th e  p a t ie n t ,  fo llo w in g  the  p recau tio ns 
a g a in s t  con tam ination  o f  the sam ples th a t  I  have p rev io u s ly  
o u t l in e d , I  am w i l l in g  to  s p l i t  th e  u r in e  sam ples af t e r  
they  a r r iv e  here w ith  anyone whose work we ©an m u tua lly  
ag ree upon as s a t i s f a c to r y ,  I  know, fo r  exam ple, by th e  
experience  of exchanging sam p les, th a t  the r e s u l t s  o f 
W illoughby, o f  C l i f f o rd  and Wichmann, and o f  one o f P re sc o tt* s  
a s s o c ia te s  a t  o f Cow gill a t  Y a le , and of Homer C alvery ,
can he tru s te d *  (You can f in d  o u t, i f  you choose, from any 
of th ese  men as to  the p robab le r e l i a b i l i t y  o f our w ork,)
In  s p l i t t i n g  samples o f  u r in e  fo r  lead a n a ly se s , i t Is 
n ecessary  to  e x e rc ise  the u tm ost p recau tio n  a g a in s t contam i­
n a tio n  as w e ll as unequal d is t r ib u t io n  o f  th e  le a d . The 
e x is te n c e  o f any sed im ent o r suspended m a te r ia l  in  th e  
sample makes i t  im possib le  to  s p l i t  th e  u n tre a te d  sample 
in to  equa l p a r ts  w ith  re s p e c t to  lead  c o n te n t. I t  is  fo r  
th ese  reaso n s th a t  I  u rge the a d v is a b i l i t y  o f our hand ling  
the sam ples.
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. I  am a lso  w i l l i n g ,  o f  co u rse ,
to  s tu d y  the p a t ie n t  In th is  la b o ra to ry , as I  p rev io u s ly  
su g g ested , and to  supp ly  to  you the  r e s u l t s  o f our study  
and the f h l l  d e t a i l s  o f our p rocedu re . I  ehould be g la d  
to  r e ta in  a l iq u o ts  of a l l  samples f o r  such d is p o s i tio n  
as would enab le you to  s a t i s f y  y o u rs e l f  as to  the accuracy  
of our r e s u l t s .  However I  understand  from Mr. Jenk ins th a t  
th e  p a t ie n t  does not w ish to  make th e  t r i p  to  C in c in n a t i .

Above a l l  I  w ish to  avo id  the
u n s a t is fa c to ry  s i t u a t i o n  which a r is e s  from a p u b lic d isa g re e ­
ment among p ro fe ss io n a l men, w ith  re s p e c t  to  the f a c t s .
For th i s  reason  I  s h a l l  make every  e f f o r t  to  meet any 
suggestion  which you may o f f e r  f o r  s e t t l i n g  our d i f fe re n c e s . 
I f  I  have appeared to  be g u i l t y  of presuming too  much upon 
my experience and knowledge in  th is  somewhat s p e c ial iz e d  
f i e l d  o f  c l i n i c a l  m ed ic in e , I  t r u s t  you w i l l  n o t thin k  
th a t  my a t t i tu d e  sp r in g s from a la c k  of p e rso n a l or pro­
f e s s io n a l  re s p e c t  and c o u r te sy . I  shou ld  bo g lad  to have 
th e  o p p o rtu n ity  to d o m o n s tra te  th a t  such i s  n o t th e  c a se .

C o rd ia l ly  yo u rs,

EAKtia &oberlT iU 'K e h b o '¿111).
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