October 11, 1938

Dr. Byrorn D, Bowen
Buffslo General Hospital
100 Eigh Strest

Buffalo, New York

Dear Doctior Bowenie

I have Just had a telephone
call from Mr, Jegkins of the Harrison Hadiator Division
of the General lictors Corpcration st Lockport concerning
the case which w8 dlscussed in Buffaleo some days agos
It would seem from Mr, Jenkins? Information that there
1s some doubf among your assccletes cs to the adeguacy of
the means which I proposed for sebttling the guestions ab
3ssue in thls casc. I had supposed that the published
vork of this leborabory on the clinical problems asscelated
with lead exposure and lead absorption, and the professional
rositi m cecupled by myself and several of my collearues in
this £ield were sufficient to justify the implications of
honesty and expertness gssoclated with my suggestion. Since
that seems not to bo the case, I hasten to express my
willingness to settle the problem Ly some method cubtirely
aatlisfactory to youe I o this because 16 scems wise for
nedical men to solve such a cl*n*cal problem among thome
selves, \

I have edvised lr, Jenkins that
certain additionsl saaples of blouvd and urine should be
obtaingd from the patient, following the precauticus
sgalinst contamination of the samples that I have previously
outlined, I am wllling %o aplit the urine samples after
they arrive here with anyone whose work we san mutually
agree upon as satisfactory, I know, for example, by the
experlence of exchanging samples, that the results of
W1lloughby, of Clifford end Wichmamnn, and of ons of Prescottls
essociates at M,I.T., of Cowglll at Yale, and of Homer Calvery,
can be trusteds (You can find out, if you choose, from any
of these men =c Lo the probable reliabllity of our work.)

In splitting samples of urine for lead analyses, it is
necessary to sxerclse the utmost precaution against contamle-
nation s2 well as unegqual distribution of the lead, The
existence orf any sediment or suspended material in the
sample makes it impossible to split the untreated sample
into equal parts with respect to lead content, It is for -
these reasons that I urge the advisabllity of our handling
the samples, ,
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I am also willlng, of course,
to study the patient in thia leboratory, as I previcusly
suggested, and to supply to you the results of our study
and the full detalls of our procedure., L chould be glad
to retain aliquots of all samples for such disposition
as would enable you to satisfy yourself as to the accuracy
of our results, However I understaend from Mr, Jenkins that
the patient does not wish to meke the &rip to Cincinnati,

Above all I wish to avoid the
unsatisfactory situation which arises from a public disagree-
ment among professional men, with respect to the facts,

For this reason I shall meke ewery effort to meet any

gugges tion which you may offer for settling our differences.
If I heve appeared to be gullbty of presuming too much upon
my experience and Imowledge in this somevhat speclalized
field of clinlecal medicine, I trust you will not think

that my attitude springs from a lack of personal or proe
fessitnal respect and courtesye. I should be glad to have
the opportunity to dcmonstrate that such is not Lhe case,

Cordiclly yoaursy

RiKsls oo noberc A. Echoo, ii.D,
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