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THE HEALTH HAZARDS OF ASBESTOS IN INDUSTRY AND TO THE GENERAL PUBLICWILL BE
EXAMINED 1M “ABC NEWS CLOSFUP — ASBESTOS: THE WAY TO DUSTY DEATH ON JULY 14

Asbestos, as the bigyest industrial killer in histary which wili claim hundreds of thousands of livas
befare the wirn of the century, will be examined in the investigative, hourdong documentary special,
“ABC News Closaup — Asbestos. The Way to Dusty Death,” airing FRIDAY, JULY 14 (10.00 11:00 pun,
Fi313, on the ABC Television Netwark

“ARC Nows Closeup -- Ashestos: The Way 1o Dusty Death’” rovesls original investinative material
shovang that the US. Navy and ather federal agencics knew long ago about the hazurds of asbestus hut
falled to act.

The correspondent 1s ABC News Science Editor Jules Bergman,

In Patctson, N J. — former home of the Union Asbastos and Rubbor Co ., which made ashestos
profocts for Amertean ships during World War 1, and whzre asbhestos workers have been studied more
thoraughty than anywhere else in the nation — abuut 22 percent of those workers have already died of
Canrer of other asbestos-relatad diseases, and 3b percent of their family members have fung abnormalitics

Burbara Gurrie, a 3%-year-old mother, recently had a lung rernoved because of mesoithehama, the
moat deadiy of ashestos cancers. Barbara's contact with asbestos was indiract. Her tather, an insutator at a

Jeschissotts shipyard, brought home ashestos dust on his workclothes Her father died of lung cance-,

-—

incsotty ona kil har nether Asbestos disease, when originally detected, is irreversible, leaving its
Vi s wvith o average of two years to Hve,

Franklin Diooks o former footbudl plaver with Georgia Tech's Yellow Jackets - contracted
esaitiehiont s hwo years ag> As a teenagor, he was an ashestos worker to help pay his way througit collage.
[lov he suffers fram severe pain in his lungs and shortness af hicath, and soon will requite oxygen: he has
only a short time 1o live. For Franklin, 20 years passed before he saw the grim consequences of the "'deadly
cdust ™

Mare than 30 years ago, Fronk Culien worked with ashostos as a boilermaker in the navy during
Waorld War 1. He left the navy after the war and never again worked with ashestos, but in 1977 deveionad
an omcontioflable cough — mesothelioma. He is rendered so weak that he “can’t even take the top ofi a
cetnue bottle © Mr. Cullen undergoes chemotherapy treatmenis for one week every month at Mount Sina
Ho-ontad in New York, the nation’s leading conter for ashestos related diseasas. Dy, Selikofi, Director of
e [ oniranenental Sciences | ahorgtory at Mount Sinai, says of mesntheliomas 'So far, the only cacse
W ooy fop 1 i ashestos T Mesotheliom, now relativaly common, once was rare. Setitoff expilans, “From

1077 (o 1O, we sonar thiree Canes, one pvery et yoans ™
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ABC NEWS CLOSEUP -- 2

“Frank Cullen,” Correspondent Bergman states, "is deeply 10 debt .. | the Veterens Adimimnintration
has deniad his clzim for compensation, saying he can’t prove that his illiness carne from his service during
Waorld War I Hea s the victim of an indifforent navy "

At the Mare Island Navy Yaird north of San Francisco, the unions - not the navy arcaned for a
study by De. Phatlip Polikoff, an occupationat health snocioticl from Berkeley, Califarna, L Pohibolf
ey amingd 359 shipyard workers and foundd that H8 percent hod lung abniormalitic,,

Ashestes may also be a problem 1o the general poprdation, "ABC News Closeup - Achestos. The
Way to Dusty Death” examines tho effects of asbestos in building constiuction, and goes 16 Yo Uniersity
which has spent $28N,000 to remove the cancer-causing mineral from its modern, receatly constructed
Aris and Archutecture Building The program also explores the hazards of asbestos in autornobile brake
linings, which leave tons of the deadly powdor on the pation’s roatdwirys.

Dr. Paul Kotin, Medical Director and Senior Vice President of Johns Manville Comgauny, whose
products contain asbastos, responds to the federat govarnment’s attempts to tighten industrial standards
for asbestos particies in the air: "Government experis have boen wrong before, and theyre \vrong now.”
Correspondent Bergman asks Kotin, “'Didn’t you ono2 say there was no such thing z, & safe level of
exposure for any carcinogen?’” Dr Kotin: 't sure didd, and | said i1 as part of the Suigon Generet's
contmttes in 1970 . . bguess UH tell you Pmosmarter now ™ Dr Kotin is former bead of e National
faintote of Davironmental Health Services (INTEHS), thn governnient's top environmeental Fealth body.

The docementary @so examines what the navy s doing to conirol asbestos usc. Among thz
frufuos o navy survey of 114 ships i the Atlantic fleet seveals that 85 percent cannot corr 'y with the
ey s 0w ashustos standards.

Prit Lewos s the producer of 7ABC News Closcap - Ashoitos The Way to Dusty Deantl ™

Pamoela Hitt s Exesunive Producer of ABC News, Tolevicton Documenitarios. Bichaed Richiter 15
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