TRIP TN MONTREAL, ASBESTOS, THFTFORD MINES, JUEEED

Octrber 16-Octoter 21, 1944

PURPOSE

To exﬁléiértbéréé;aoﬁa for the high tuberculosis martality rate in
Thetford Kines:

To confer with the nperators -~ the astestos rmines in Thetford concerning
the establishment of an industrial health clinic in Thetford Xines;

To viait Group prlicyholders in Ncntreal with Mr, Perry and Mr, Tehnel,
¥r, Pehnel t~ make industrial hygiene survey »f Asbestos mills in Asbestos and
Thetford.

SIGNTPICANT LEVELOPMENTS AND OBSERVATIONS
Re tuberculosis and asbestosis

1, Pravincial Realth Depertment to provide us with age-specific mortality
rates for tuberculosis by sex for past elght years in Thetford, Astestos and six
comparable communities in addition to Dominion and Provincial rstes,

2. Dr. Burnette to secure deta fnr us on health services, character of
prpulation and living conditions in the communities for which mortality d=ta is
being secured.

3. Local phyesiciens and nuns at Thetford liines hosplital believe asbestos
dust cantributes to tuberculosis,

4. Thetford hospital, built in 1930, has 150 beds--75 devoted to tubercu-
losis, Excellent, moderu surgical esquipment and bas=al =zetabolism spparatus,
Y-ray nachine 100 milliasperes and 20 years nld. No EKG. About 50 tuberculosis
patients in the hospital, about 50 percent male.

5. Thetford has $15,000 health budget. County pays 10 percent, Provincisl
government pays the rest. "One full-time health officer, Dr. Blais, and five part-
time nurses are employsd. Follow-up on tuberculosis f{s poor. The nuraes lack
adequate training. Dr. Foley, the Provincial Epidemiologist, thinks there are
10 unknown cases for every known open case (he insists that the unknowns are not
open cases).

6« Dr. Sirou, the physician in charge of the Thetford iines hosnital v
tuberculosis cervice, believes asbestosis causes tuberculosis although, according
to Mr. 2abourin, he has written and publicly stated the contrary.

7. Living conditions in Thetford have improved in recent years. Mr. Felnel,
who visited Thetford in 1930 and 1935, observed the improvement. Mizs Chess, the
Metroonlitan Nurse, finds homes in Thetford better than homes in parts of Cuebec
City. .

8. Asbestns companies in Thetford have no health informatiom on their .
workmen., Only data may be on AXH clalm forms, fzgzt}‘aigsa
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9. In Johnson's Company's new mill a common tin drinking cup is still
used. This was obeserved and repsrted by Mr. Fehnel in 1935,

10, In Johns-Manville plent health service has been maintailned for years
with Dr, Stevenson in charge. Dr. Smith has just been employed to assist him.
Dr. Smith was—with the Aluminum Company of Canada on foreign service. There is
a small but fairly well-equipped hospitel and health records on employees extending
over & perind of yeers. It is hoped to enlarge the hospital facilitie= soon and
install pewer x-ray equipment. It was recommended that a new machine be-at least
300 milliamperes and preferatly 500 in order to secure adequste chest films for
asbestosis,.

1l. In Asbestos, Dr. Smith sald the incidence of tuberculosis appeared to be
in the young women emmloyed in the weaving and spinning mill. Overatinns are
very dusty. Personal hygiene, living habits, and nutrition of these girls in his,
orinion, were poor. Plans are under way to have a nutritionist dem-nstrate proper
lunches anc the preparation of cther meals. ¥r. HcCaw was interested in securing
all the heulth education materials of the Hetronolitan mhich might help in this
industrial situaticn., New ventilating equipment is being installed in the spin- R
ning and weaving secti-n. The electrostatic preciritator which c¢ollects the dust -
from the wvarious operations is working about 75 vercent efficiently, mainly becnuse'/
the increased tempo of operations is overloading it.

12. At our suggestion, the three managers of asbeatos mines in Thetford
agreed to invite the laboratory man from Dr. Tourangeau's industrial hygziene
department in the Provincial Health Department to visit Thetford and work alongaide
Mr. Fehnel in making dust collections. This invitation was extended by Mr, Sabourin,
legul representative of the Asbestos Producers Associgti-n, to Dr. Tourangeau when
we called on the latter in Quebec,

13, We suggested that the effort be made to have the Compensation Commiassion
ineist that x-rays, taken to demonstrate.astestosie, be made by a standard technique
and that, 1f possiBle, dlagnostic criteria be established. kir. fabourin thought it
would bte posgible to have a committee on asbestosis made up of Canadian and
Anerican medical authorities mestiin Wontreal and formulate such standards. He
also belleved a clinlcal symposium nn asbestosis could be arranged, to which
practicing physicians in communities near the asbestos industfy would e encowr-
aged to attend by paying one~half of their expenses. Dr. Gardner and Dr. Lansa
were suthorities ment‘oned to speak at this symposiuw and for membership on the
Committee on Asbestosis.

Re Industrial Health Cliniec 1 tfo
1. The eatabliabment of a clinic is & legal reguirement in the asbsstos
industry. The goveroment has recantly ruled to allow the industry to establish
its omn health service.
2., Three companies have agreed tn spend about £60,000 to establish the clinie.
3+« The positicn of full-time industrial physician will be offered téfnf. Paul

Cartier whom I met and interviewed in Montreal. If he accepts he will start at
once to plan his program and secure equipment. f}fis;(y
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Le Clinic will be orerated by & committee comnnzed ~f the three manarers.
T suggested thet the rhysician be & menter of this committes.

5. Dr. Cartier, or whnevar is apoointed to the n~sition, will have freedom
and £1000 yvearly for orofessicnal study and travel.

o —

he Visits in Moptreal
1. Fadio Corporati-n ~f Canada

|

ae [r. Kaufman criticel of ¥.L.I. Medical Fxaminers cr A%H follow-up. /
Thi= criticism has teen passed ~n to Dr, Burnette (see Fxhibuit A).

b. Abtormally hig claim rate in radio-assembly secti~n where Lhere are
90 percent females, Causes—neurasthenia, weakness, fatigue, anemia.

c. At ¥Mr, Pehnel's recommendati-n, ventilating hnods have been provided
on operati-ns involving soldering.” e will make recheck eurvey.

2, Charles F. Frosst and Co.

a. Planning health service for emplovees, “ent Lr. Lozinsky, Pirector
of Reszearch and in charge of develoning service, descripti~n of
service for small plant (Exhitit B), :

b, Jbserved several working locat!ons where dust end drug concentration
in stmosvhere might be hazard., (Kr. Pehnel arranged to visit and _
make survey.)

3. Congress of Industrial Phyeicians

This ts a group of about 25 physiciane employed in industry around
Montreel., Dr. Craham hoss, of Nati-nel Breweries, is president.

¥r. Tehnel and I spoke to this gr-up on the work of the Industrial
Hypiene Buresu and some postwar problems inm industrial medicine.

Dr. Ross would like Ketronnlitan incustrial hygiene literature which
would be acoropriate for theae physicians, (Ir. Furnette has been
informed.)
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INDIVIDUALS MET DURING TRIP

Radic Coroorstion of Canada
Mr. Deacon, the new President

¥r. lcCallum, Personnel Director
DPr, Xaufman, ¥edicsl Director
¥r. Bousseau, Safety lirector

Charles’E, Frosst and Company
&1i0t S. *rosst, President

Mr. Sheen, Plant Kanager
Dr. Lozinsky, Lirector of Research

Asbestos Corn-ration
Mr. Kobert Steele, President, Montreal
Mr, Alfred Penhale, Hanager, Thetford

Montreal Anti-Tuberculosis League
Dr. Paul Cartier

National Preweries
Dr. Qraham hoss, Medical Direct~r

Aluminum Comvany of Canada
Dr. Bi{ldfell, Medical Director

Asbestos Producers Asscciation of Cuebec
Mr. Iwvan Sabourin

Mr. Sabourin made arrangements with the three operaters in Thetford
Hines and with the Johns-Manville Plant in Arbestos for us to inspect
and make dust surveys. He also took us in his car on the trip from
Nontreal to Asbestos to Thetford to Guebec., and btack to ¥sntreal, and
aesisted us in reeting officisls in the Provincial Health Department
in Quebec City.

Johns-kanville
Mr. He X. Sherry, Manager
¥r, McGaw, Director of Industrial Relaticrns

Dr. Stevenson, Medical Director
Dr. Smith, fseistant to Dr. Stevenson

Johnson'!s Company
Mr. Andrew Johnson, President

¥ n“ 8
Mr. Q0. C. Smith, President

Dr. Sirou, practicing physician in Thetforé Mines _ '"“-y 0692
Mias Chess, Metropolitan Nurse, and in addition the
Sfizters In charge of the hospital in Thetford and a nutber of the

Plant Superintendents and Fngineers in the four mines which wers inspected.
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fuebec Health Department
fr. Ppul Parrot, Statistician

Dr. A. R. Foley, Provineial Epicdeniologist

Dr. Jean Cregoire, Deputy Minister of Health and Welfare
Dr. Jules Gilbert, Director of Health Educetionm

pre- F. Jo Pourangesu, Director of Industrial Hygiene

Communities for ¥Which Information
on Tuberculoais Mortslity end Health Conditions
Is Being Obteined

Chicoutimi

Cap de Madeleine
St. Jean

St. Hyacinthe
Rimouski
Valleyfield
Asbestos
Thetford



EXHIBIT A

October 25, 1944

Dr. Norman Ly Burnette
Acezistant Secretary
Canadiar Zead O¢Tice

Dear N~rmang

Ysur questircnnaire regarding community heslth services and living
conditions, which you planned to send to the Nurses in communities in which we
are making the tuberculosis mrrtality study, reached me today, T think ¢t
covera everything we talked about Saturday and should give us the necessary
information, If it seems necessary and we are in doubt ab~ut conditi-ns it may
e possitrle “or me to make an inspectinn visit later on, 1 assume from your
letter that y-u can secure the inTormation from a trusted scurce known t~ you
in Rimouski. If you are {n doubt abmut a source in Asbestos, I believe T can
secure this inferwation through Dr. Smith, the assi-tant to Dr. Stevenson at
Canadian Johns-Manville in Astestos.

I have several questions which I did not teke up with you nn Saturday -
which relete to my visit. (1) Dr. Grahaw Ross, Medical Director of National
Erewerles, dontreal, was interested {n our industital health material, He has
about 25 physicians in his profess{-nal organisation which he and Dr., Rildfell,
¥edical Director of Aluminum Company of Canads, are organizing. He ec~uld use
25 conies of appropriate literature for these men. Do you have supnlies of owr
Industrial Bealth Sertes and do you wish to supcly Dr. hoss with them? (2) itr.
C, M, McGaw, in charge of Industrial Relations of Canadian Johns-Menville,
Asbestos, Que., 18 interested in having health education material for educatinnpal
wvork with their employees in Asbestos. They have become gquite active in safety
educati~n and now want tn turn to health educztion. He wanted to te supplied
with the health educatirn materisl which we have avai.able. Do you have liter-
ature you can send him? If not, what do ysu wish done? T might also mention
that My, McGaw raised the question about nursing service. He sald that the
impression had been given them that they would have nnrsing service when the
insurance was purchased. 1 explained that we provide nursing service where it
1s available and thut would not necessarily follow the contract. You perhaps
know the background of this and you may wish to say something to him.

In connecticn with the nursing service, I gave Miss Chess the names o
the mamgers of the two mines wa insure im Thetford, Nr., 9. C. Smith of the Bell
Mines, and ¥r, Andrew Johnson, of Johnson's Mine. She is planning to call on
them this week.

(3) Mr. Ivan Sabourin is also interested in Metropoliten health liter-
ature. I shall arrange to put him on the Statistical Bulletin nailing list,sbut
am in doubt as to what you rrefer to do abmt other health literature,.® Would

-
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Dr. Norman Furnette Octoter 29, 1944

you rrefer to send him material in whieh you think he would te interested
through the Head Office or would you wish ue to do so0?
¥hile T was at RCA in Carada I met Dr. Yaufman, Kr. McCallum, and
¥p. Rousseau; Medical Director, Personnel Director, and Safety Directnr
respectively, Their clalm rate, as you know, is running currently around
40 per 1,007, according to datas which they have at hand. Peak was reached
during August, which was m-re than twice this rate, I believe. [Dr. Kaufman
oes not believe that these €laims are all for legitimate il .ness. He is
particularly eritical of the part played by the Company Medical Examiners
in claim edministration, He said they were poorly trained for their work and
their follow-up visits did not aid in the control of malingering. He stated
that the Company should employ labokatory dlagnostic tests such as blood
examination, x-rays, etc., to check up »n vague diagnoses submitted by
attending pbysicians. The predominant diagnoses are neurasthenia, weakness,
aneria, etc., and occur amnng the female employees, particularly in the radio
‘assembly department, which has about 90 percent females.

Tn Asbestos Dr. Stevenson, who is the Johns-Manville chysictian, is
also Medical Examiner for the Company. He mentioned that empl-yees were
abuging their A&H insurance. He has talked with local rhysicians abrut_thelir-
aigning of certificates and their excuse is that they are accommodating the
patients. One of the attending physicians suggested that the Company print
in bold letters on the form, which is given to the attending physician to Pil1
out, that the insurance is ot intended t» wover vacations, rest periods, etc. |

l t I did not know whether this comes within your province, but I thought
that T would pass it on to you to do whatever ynu see fit.

8incerely yours,

Ge~rge M, Wheatley, M.D.
Assistant Medicsl Director

LN
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