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Unlon Carbide sa ys cancer deafhs not job-related

‘BY MARK TOOKEY
Chronicle Staff
u o *
S TEXAS CITY — Allhough brain cancer
deaths among workers al the Union Car-
Iude plant here exceed the national aver-
age, the company says the deaths are not
related
3 Resulls released Wednesda u{e of a 20-
‘month sludy by Union Carbide indicate
that the number of those workers who

~died of brain cancer is higher than what -

would be expected.
The company sawd brain cancer caused
the:deaths of 12 employees from 1541,
wlién the plant began operations, to Dec.
3tr 1977.. The company said 765 plant

w&kers and former workers died during .

t same period. Comparing Lhe dala lo
wnal rates, the company said that 7.42
ths due 10 brain cancer woukd be ex-
phited. The deuths occurred among 6,588

the study covered 12 brain

aths, Union Carbide officials

‘said that actually 20 employees with
§fdin tumors have died to date. The study
w3 limited to white males who died be-

fpre or during 19?? The olher eight

deaths included four black males, and
four workers who died afler Dec. 31, 1977.
Ancther Union Carbide employee was
diagnosed three months ago as having
brain cancer and is still living. Officials
said these were not included {or slatisti-
cal reasons,

Both Union Carbide and the National
Institute of Occupational Safety and
Health Adminisiralion began separale
studies in March 1979 {o determine wheth-
er a corretation existed between brain

" cancer deaths and exposure Lo chemicals

used al the Texas City plant.
The company and the federal agency

used the same dala in their studies. Re- .

sults of the NIOSH study, however, have
not been released.

_ The federal agency earlier this year,
while in the midst of ils study, said brain

cancer deaths at Union Carbide appeared
to be excessively high and job-relaled.

Damen En ,dgle plant manager at Union
Carbide, said resulis of the government
study are expected soon. ° -

Engle and Dr. David Glenn, plant
physician, attributed the higher brain
cancer rale at Union Carbide's Texas
City plant to chance, not to chemical
exposure at the plant.

Unjon Carbide is a diversified petro-
chemical manufacturing facility with a
large numnber of major product lines.
During Lhe years worker deaths were
studied, those have included ethy'ene, bu-
ladlene naptha, alcohols, plastics and
resins, mcludmg vinyl chioride. 4 known
carcinogen, vinyl chloride, is used in the
manufacturing process at the planl, but
no lenger is produced at the plan. i

The company, said Glenn and Susan
Austin, corporate epidemiologist for
Union Carbide. was unable to “asseciale -
these brain cancer deaths wilh any par-
ticular chemical exposure.”

. "The lypes of brain cancer are presenl

"Engle. He said the company would con

in the same percentages as that seen in
the general populatien,” said Glenn.

“Ordinarily, chemically caused cancer is
a specific and often unusual type, differ-

enl than Lhose seen in the general popula--

tion. Finally, excesstve brain cancer has
not been confirmed in chemical plants
similar to ours in other parls of lhe coun-
[ry bl

Plant manager Engle said leilers have
been sent to the plant's 2,400 present em-
ployees informing them of the results,

“My message 1o them (employees) is ™
thal there 1s no cause for alarm.” sald

linve iLs investigation.
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