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Conference Call Summary 
Benzene Health Research Consortium 

June 27, 2001 

BP p.1.c. 
BP p.1.c. 
Chevron 
ExxonMobil Corporation 
ExxonMobil Corporation 
Marathon Ashland Petroleum 
Shell Chemical 
Shell Chemical 
API 
API 
API 
API 

• m-
(one-half) for this project shou 
remainder picked up by the co 
funding. 

• Conoco - (from their letter) 1 share, ares 
• Citgo - (from communications with Chevron) would e in r 2 shares if they 

commit, which is a very strong possibility but not . ely efore the July 18t deadline. 
• Phillips - (from communications with Chevro is no re-opening a possible 

commitment, also not likely by July 1. 
• Valero - contacts and discussions with Chevron look promising for a later 

commitment. 
• API - pressures on the dues budget make it unlikely that API will be able to fund any 

portion of the project in the immediate future. This issue may be revisited in future 
years, however. 
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Path Forward 
• The five core companies (Chevron, Shell, Conoco, BP and ExxonMobil) agree to 

underwrite the project, then aggressively pursue other potential funding sources for 
additional support. 

Need a commitment letter from all five before API can sign a letter of 
commitment to the University of Colorado. 
There is optimism that the remainder of the support will come in short order if the 
core makes this commitment. 
Both Shell and ExxonMobil stated that it is a non-starter if anyone of the core 
companies backs out. 

• The foundations to the project (which cannot be scaled back) include the laboratory 
setup in China and the full case control study. Other portions of the study may be 
scaled back at a later date, but only if absolutely necessary. 

• Commitment to the University of Colorado and the Chinese researchers will likely be 
in the form of a letter from API and will include a kick-out clause in the unlikely 
event that the proc s reaks down. 

• Funding/Invoic' g issue: 

• 

Approxi ately 6M n ded in first 12 months; this includes costs to equip the 
labor ry, a mi istrat" ve costs, training, extensive travel to and from China, and 
ca ot re ily b sca db CK. 

e su gesti wa e to inv . ce for one-half of the first year commitment as 
soon s R sible x~ ced the e d of July. This process would start as soon as 
letters of co it ent re r ceiv from all the core companies. 

t a Invoices uld b sent out later for the remainder of the first year 

reviews and i 
committee. 

Action Items 
1. George Woodall will pro 

soon as they are known. 
2. The Workgroup will have to d er as possible 

after a "quorum" has been reache 
3. John Wagner will provide an update vision of the dr con rtl contract in the 

next day or so. This will be transmitted to the Work oup tough George Woodall 
and will include a copy to Citgo (Patrick to provid cont t information). 

4. All relevant prior documents (protocols, earlier xter peer reviews, etc.) will be 
made available on the members-only web site. 

5. API will formulate a document control system and report back to the group. 
6. Member companies will need to identify representatives for the Executive Oversight 

Committee as soon as possible. A meeting to constitute the consortium will need to 
take place as early as convenient. 

7. Member companies should begin to think of nominations for the independent review 
panels, and to serve on the ethics and technical oversight committees. 

8. Bill Frick and George Woodall will draft a straw man letter of commitment. 
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N ext Conference Call 
Monday, July 2, 2001, 1 :00 PM EDT 
Call Title: Benzene Consortium 
Moderator: George Woodall, API 
Call-in Numbers: (800)282-2343 -or- (703)736-7274 
Confirmation Number: 535 9636 
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