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! . . . RESEARCHER STUDYING .
: ’ . - POLLUTION HAZARDS

’ - OF EMERGENCY DISCHARGES

: . ’ . ) . ’ -Potential hazards from chémical cf- |
’ : . fluents discharged from slacks dur- -
. ’ .. : Ing emergencles are under {nvestl- .
' L : gation by- Universlty of Kansas pros
. . . fessor under $3,000 research grant
from his lastitution, Cr. Harold F, |
* "+ Rosson {uld PILOT his computer °*
sludy of theoretical emergency situs
alions could predicl likely effects of
conceniralod chemical efifuenl downs

Countrols Sugposied

ASBESTOSIS IS STILL INDUSTR!I‘L PROBLEM,

BUT ENVIRONMENTAL 'CRISIS' BREWING
wind from plant stack.

(Noto: Dr, Charles G. Kramor, essoclale o corporals medicat direclor, Dow, gave this report
on modical aspects of echesiosis—a polentisl ries of concorn—-at recent meeting of ItCA's - Dr, Rosson hodpes 1o develop spe-
Alr Quality Comiltes, of which he is member,) - cific models for concenirafions of

L . e various chemicals, including ellect
Early in this century, 2 scarring discase of the lungs was found in individuals of ceincident chemical veaclitn,
exposed 1o asbestos-laden dust, This discase, asbestasis, is stil] occurrmg in Similar study in aguatic environ-

workers involved with some of the 3,000 applications of ihis fibrous mineral. ment is under considerziion. hodel's
usefulnzss, Ur, Rozson pointed oul,

An industrial hygicrc standard was cstublished which, when followed, has 5 5
protected workmen {rom developing overt asbestosis. _ will be in defesmining design and
focation of chemical plants.

Recent studies indicate lung cancer occurs more oflen among asbestos-

exposed workers than the gencral population. The inzrease is greater if the SOME FIGURES ON COAL
individual exposed to ashestos also is a cigaretle smoker.
R National Coal Associalion reports
More recent studies show a clear correlation between asbestos exposure and $45 niillien exvenditure in las! four
cancer of the gastrointestinal tract and possibly cancer of the linings of the years lo insiall and operate polu-
chest and abdominal cavities. The tic becamsz cvident slowly, because of 2 lion control facilities 1elating 10

n o contral o Ao ond
lapsc of 20 to 30 years between the beginning of cxposure and cancer acid mine drainage. HTA companies
have g¢nznt another §2 nifion on

development. resodrch srd davelopnient related to

The old ndusttial hygiene stundaid for asbestes is no longer consider sc,ld frine Grainzge. L
adequate, and more siringent standards arc now recommendad. Safety and Associsticn clso reporis more than

health of workers expoied 1o ashestos dust can be protected by (1) switch- 64,030 actes of coal shiip mines re-

ing to less hazurdous materizls, (2) ventlating to remove dust from ihe work- claimed acrozs couniry in same

ers” breothing zone, (3) working only with wet ashesics, and (4) using par- period.

souzl protective equipment, which ofien proves inadequate unless use is
stringently enterced. {Asbestos, fluoridss, lead and -m.)u)clic'organ'c. matter
arc under study by National Research Council for EFA’s use in dc\'clopm" 2ic  AREAWIDE POLLUTION CONTROL
quality criteria. Target date: late this year.) PLAN BN TERAS

. BACKED BY EPA
In addition, exposed worlkers should receive routine medical surveillance,

For thase expased to asbestos dust in the past or who may continue to be EPA's Valer Cuality Ofiice hes
awardad Texas Water Gualily Board

exposed, best health prolection advice is: avoid cigaretics. .
. ’ $220,009 grant to deovelop campre-
1 ") Iy n H
Although evidence of offects from community cxposure has been exag- I‘ocr"g",f\,;l(;’ B”(";’ 'éﬁl’; gg’ji""{,"ri;‘
., fet 1]
gcralcd cavironmental” -1mpacl must always be considered. Dtspc‘eal Aathotity is imzlementing
¥ agancy for three-year project, WO

Incrcnsing public concern zboul effects of asbestos dust reguires industry to says some 30 porcent of munmicipal
be ready to cope with another environmental “crisis.” Best way to avoid the and Indusiiial waslewaier in Texes

problem is by c.xrefully controlling disposal of asbestos-containing dusts and is concealtalcd in Harris, Chambhers
wasles. ang Gelvestun Counlies, area cov- .

-2 ercd under grant. Principal cities
invotvcd ao:e Houslon, Gaiveslon,
Texas City and Bayiown, '
== - - Grant Is dusigned to seck basine
wide soivlions 1o waler tesources
end polimiicn problems, and 10 en-
courzae Industry, municipaliiies and
_slu(ﬁ egeneirs (e woirl: (sonther ana
artagRs o Juind menick- .
strial wasle {teawnsent facili-
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