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September 2, 1971

Mr. &. Merxill Schnitzer

Foud, Drug and Toxicant Coordinator
- Phillips Petroleum Company

" Resaareh and Development Departmant
‘356 Research Building 1°
‘Bartlesville, Oklshoma . 74004

Dear Mr, Schnitzer.4
.Subjeggz Tslc Toxici:y Data

~ Your 1etter of August 23, 1971. was duly received. Please pardon the délay_fn angwering -
- a8 we are shorthanded righ: nov due to vacationa. : :

We have conaiderable deta on the use of talc in products coming in contact with frods,
Enclosed 3s a copy of our mggorandum dated May 22, 1970, which 14sta the products in which
talc may be'used as a "safe substance.” You will note that the 1ist shown therein docs
not include tule for use in plastic producte coming in contact with food. Llant year we
-exchangred correupondence with the FDA relative to having telc declared as a aanfe nubstance
in plastics, I am enclosing copien of letters dated February 6, 1970; Agrjl 16z 1970
rondd 23,.1970; and June 2, 1970 We have heard of no changes in classifications or end-
use approvals since the above mentioned datea. However, we do raeceive copies of all ¥DA
bulletins and try to maintain a complete file, ‘ ‘ : R

The general provisions of the Food Additives Regulations requiring substances to be of n
purity suitable for their intended uge 1s also recognized by us, lNowever, as a raw mater=
181 supplier, we must rely on the uger . to supply us with specificacions which will cover
FUA requirements, We see no reason why the use of talc in plastic products coming In
contact with food should not be accep:ed a8 a safe substance considering the fact that 1t 4.
- already approved for. uge in rubber,. paper, cotton, and paint products coming in contact

- with® food. Furchermo:e yg do/not. uhink there would bs any migration of the talc frcm a
:',plastic container 1nto the”food.; s : REAE S L

-,;Mora qpecifically ansve ing youz three questiona, repliea are na fal]ows:

1. We have no specific toxiciny data on- any of our’ tnlcs includins DT”PRTAIC” Jﬁ
' ,<and DFSFRTALC 57.3 Talc 18 recognized as & nontoxic: inarc extender. ri71er. '

2. Ve are uudettaking a mineralogical atidy in our. laboratory by advanced methoda
' to det~: .. tha presence of any minor elcments other than: theoretically: pure
-magnesaum ailicate. ‘tale, As’ chis work:1ia completad ‘wa. shell be glad. to reply
moxe apeciticallyf In the’ meantime, plaaae ‘advigeius 1 possible, under what
government regulaciona these rinerals are: referred to. We can find no auch
references in the Food Additivee Ragulationa., ' : :

3, Ve do coneldar aut talcs: auitabla for una aa components in food contnct art! clrn.
. Howaver, we shall ba’ hnppy to. endeavo. to- comply with any epecifications relative
to cur products, but we aseume that you will setiefy 70utual£ with the ¥DA a8 ‘to
the accsptabil&zy ot talc 1n your productoo o .
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Meo ¢ Heridll Schndtzey  Pags 4 Septembér 3, 1971

7 we".appriaé,ia’:‘c your interast in our tales and ‘the. teet work that you have appiéé_ntiy
“dona on DESERTALC 56 and DESERTALC 37 over the past few montha., We wish you sucgess
" '4in this project and sssure you of our cocperation. . L A o

Vexy ;t‘miy yours,
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