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The U.S. PBavironmental Protection

Agency has requested Mount Simi's En-

vironmental Sciences Laboratory to under-

take m crash program on the cffects of

drinking of sthestoscontaminated water

L_ by residents of Duluth and ncarby Min-

nesate, Wisconsin and Michigan com-

Amunitics who use Lake Superior for their
water supply.

On June {5, the B.P.A. disclosed that

*high conceatraticas™ of mineral fbers

\ bad been found in the lake waters, hereto-

} fore considered pure for drinking. The

fibers are believed to come from waste dis-

charges from z taconite mining company

which hay been dumping wasts rock tail-

ings daily into the largest of the Great

Lakes for 16 years. Dr. Selikoff gaid that

-his lzboratory had already identified the

fibets ax the amosite variety of ssbestos,

the type found by him and hit colleagues
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T A Moust eember s : ent of the Hoepitsl
T Enlists Mount Sinai Labi:m

In Great Lake Pollution Emergency

“Qur concern,” said Dr. Sclikoff, “stems
from the fact that the Paterson ashestos
workers through the years accumulated
and retained large amounts of amoite
ashestos fibers in their body tissues. In
zsbestos workers, whose expasure to the
ﬁbcnhabeenmunlythmughmhﬂxuon.
best geneeatly did
oot show up for 20 or 30 years.

“If the resideats of Duluth have similer
sccumulations of asbestos as did asbestos
workess, we are concerned about the

Society
thedaxhrwordsot3000!)ulmhm-
dents who have been part of & national
cancer survey of onc million persons fol-
lowed since 1959, Dr. Hammond will look
for possible carly signs of increased deaths
from . particularly that of the

22 yeart ago to causa desths
workers in a Paterson, NI, ubestosphnt.
These workers cxpericaced three times
the expected death rate from cancer of the
gastrointestinal tract,

Dr. Selikoff has set up his staff to work
12-hour shifts around the clock so that
testing results might be available withia
a2 few weeks “in light of the seriousness
of the pateatial hazard.”

At press time, he and Dr. BE. Cuyler
Hammond, Adjunct Professor of Com-
munity Medicine and vice presideat of the
American Cancer Socicty, had gone lo
Dufuth to set up the studies which will
compans the sccumulation of asbestos
fibess in the tissues of Duluth residents
with that of asbestos workers and of peo~
pls with no known exposure to the mineral.
. Dr.. William J, Nicholson, Assistant

Professor of Commuaity Medicine, md
. a biophysicist, has alto begun analyzing
i samples of the Minnesota city's air and
i WRLCt. o
‘ o Although, iccorfing to -Dr. Selikoff,
. thers have been no pure studies of the
edocaofln.gcﬁmnofubcao‘mhumam.
the E.P.A. 3aid that limited animal
have indicated that when asbestos is p
in the stomach, it rapidly enters the
stream and is widely distributed to tissues
throughout the body.

gastruintestinal tract.

“'\___,/
TV Extends Reach 7
Corfinued from page 4
'o Dr. Carter Marshail, Associats Pro~
r of Commuuity Medicine, in_ charge
q?w bis department’s audio-visual progfams,
tlhe television lick represents our first
o:ttoupmdtbcaﬂ‘ecnvmmofm

e it privata or group practice.

Speiling out sams af the arcas in which
ls saw potentisl for telemedicine com-
unication, he s2id: “There's no reason
hy & system like this coulda’t be edapted
a3 well to serve adults, say in & rucel
", to bring heaith Informetion to the
drly bomebound, to establith finks be-
the schoo! ourse in the public
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