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Mee Rod, Butlier - Chairmen
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MR, Bingham, Cunerd Sieciship Co. Lid,

e diede Braziler, Astositcs Pibre Imgorters Committee
anmsson, Thomes vwallis Lid.

e, W, Chaniwr, Furaess Vithy & Co. Lid.
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Hr. W Excil, Tiomas Wallls Ltd,

L.. .4, Boyce, Ellermen & Eucknall Sieamship Co. Lid.
sh

Je Putter, Port of Londca Authow t- : [Eg
Jo. Harper, Scruttons Maivby Lid. /55

¥r, R.To Lewis, Asbestos Fibre Importers Committee
+.2s D.C, Randell, L.0.T.E.A. -

ii2e HoM. Sabin, Canadian Pacific Sheamships Lid.
¥, W. Scott, Asbestos Fibre Imporiers Committee

I atvendance - Mr, P.J. Cazd

-2e Butler opened by explaining that the meeting had deen calle.
tae probiem of handling asbestos in the Port of London and hZe rec tel
zier %o outline his proposals.

¥r, Crazier outlined the position ragarding the handling of asbe.

-

in other U.X. norts, as set out in the Agenda for “he meebing, endi commenv.< ©..¢ =
with the impr.vement in pacicaging and the research into the probiems of hendii.. -
asbestos - tae 4.F.1.C. were anxious to explore any avenue whereby it migri be
possible to cvercome the refusal to hanéle asbestos by certain sections of ine
London lztour force, '

Comzenting on the present position in London and the circular los-.

oy dr. Munday on the 27th July, 1967, Mr. Bingham stated tha% ...
Colipeny hed ot been shipping asbestos because of the current difficulties c....
#hr, Cameron stated that, whilst his lcbour were at one time willing to handle
the commodity in impervious bags, tihey would not go against the Union directive,
whic: was aimed at preventing the handling of asbestos unless it was packed in
mevel drums or containers. Mr. Cameron also stated that he had discussed the
posuivilivy of re-opening discussions regarding the handling of asbestos in bags
with vhe Noi.ts & D. and had beean assured that no useful purpose would be served
-by such a move, Mr. Futter stated that pailetised asbestos was still being handled
by txc Authority's labour at South West India Dock and mentioned the possibility
thet oy attempt to persuade labour in other sections to handle the commodity
cou.... »0ssibly have the adverse effect of extending the Ocean Trades embargo to
thi . .thority's men,

Referring to the progoess <aat had been made in unitisation, Mr. Scoit
cned saim of Canadian Crysotils Asbestos and South African Amosite
.08 &

b s and illustrated that the former type of asbestos, as distinct frow. .=
1. variet s, did not lend itself to press packing and palletisziion,
o acpman pivoaced photographs of palletised carbon black (enve;oped in
% mboard)-ang suggested that ils type of packaging might ve a possible sc’ Y
.2 Probleim. The opinion was expressed, however, thatiin the »resent i ..on
-ontainers or drums were the caly pack acceptable to the Ocecan Trades ... -,
v.. ...ving upon the use of drums, Iir. Brazier stated that iti had been estimzted

v . aals type of packaging would increase the price of asbestos by some 37% ~
SOLv. Jiy me drums being required annually.,
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Possible ways of approaching the workpeople in an attempt to improve
the current situation were fully discussed and both Frs Harper and Mr, Butler
expressed the view that - ag the Factory Inspcctorate's paiiphlet "Problenms arising
from the use of Asbestos" did not state that there was no risk at all - and in
consideration of the fact that the difference between Asbestosis and Mesothelioma
and blue and white asbestos had already been fully explained to the men at Union
meetings - the Ministry of Labour's publication would do litile in itself to
help solve *the problem., Mg pPossibility of a trial period during which
consigmments would be hen.l.d uec.. - sedicel, and possibly Union, supervision -
enabling dust counts oo .. Gaken - weg so: discussed but concern was again
expressed that unitil Lo men could be &.owrel thust there was no risk at all,
little improvement would be made. In this connecvion, Mr., Butler suggested that
an approzc. :izald be made to the medical <eam which produced the Factory
Inspectoratc:s samphlet with a visw so hem establishing (a) which type of asbestos
and packs <o be handled ex ship without safety precautions being taken and
(b) the pressutions %o be observed aboerd ship when other asbestos is handled.
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should be any

Gid rot ccnsider that there
¢ of "white" asbestos

¥r. Scott stzied that !
proulem i zetting 2 medica opinion stating that the handlix
¢id not give rise to any risk of Asbestosiz in the conditiore zxperienced in the
noil: of wessels and is was, therefore, agr that the A.F.I.C. and L.0.T.E.A,

gre
would have further talks with & view to progressing the hendlirz of Canadian
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a .
a ILnervious vags, Mr. Brazier ensuring that the Comziitee would be well
: “2 Ve xzedicai opinion., The Port Authority would not be involved since
thay were no% concerned with the handling of Canadian asbestos and the existing
Transpors & General Workers® Union ruling was passed by the Ocean Trades and

not Z.L.A. representatives,
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