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U n iv e r s it y o f  K a n sa s 

He a l t h  Se r v ic e

L a w r e n c e , K a n sa s

Jun e 1 6 ,'1 9 4 1

Dr. Rober t  A. Hehoe
U n iv e r si t y  of  C in c in n at i C o llege  o f m ed icin e ‘
K e t t e r in g  Lab o r ato r y  
C in c in n a t i , Ohio

Dear Dr. Keh oe,

Recen t ly  v/e saw one o f  ou r  u n iv e r si t y  p a in t e r s 
who com p lain s o f  a p e c u l ia r  slr in  e r u p t io n  and e x cessiv e  
w eakn ess o f  h is le g s t o ge t h e r  w ith  some l o ss  o f  a p pe t i t e  
and l o ss  o f  w e igh t . The man h ad no ev id en ce o f cyanosis., 
bu t  had a v e r ”’ n a st v  appearan ce and e v id e n t ly  d id  n o t
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look  w e l l .  The n e u r o lo g ic a l  exam in at ion  w as n e ga t ive .
He h ad se v e r a l  c a r io u s t e e t h  b u t  on ly  s l i g h t  so ft e nin g  . 
o f  t h e  gums and no dead t e e t h . The b lood  A'asssrmann 
t o s t  w as n e ga t iv e . V/e. were su r p r ise d  t o  f in d  t h a t h is 
h em oglobin  by  th e  H aden -H auser method was 97 f3 and th e 
red  c e l l s  numbered 5 ,1 0 0 ,0 0 0 . In  fo l lo w in g down th e 
p o ssib le  cau se s fo r  h is d ist u r b an ce  we r e q u est ed  t he  
U n iv e r si t y  o f  Kan sas i 'e d ic a l  Sch ool t o  do a  sp e c t ro ­
sc o p ic  exam in at ion  o f  t h e  b lood  fo r  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y 
o f 8. ben zen e p o ison in g and th ey  r e fe r r e d  us t o  you.

I s  t h e r e  any way t h a t  we can  make an  ar r an ge -  
merit w ith  you  t o  do an  exam in at ion  o f  t h e  b lood  t o r u le  
ou t  t h e  ben zen e p o ison in g? The sim p le exam in at ion  of th e 
b lood  sm ears showed no ev id en ce o f  s t ip p l i n g  o r  o the r  
a b n o r m a l i t ie s.

Yours t r u l y .

D ir e c t o r , H ealth  Se r v ice
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