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- Koch wants to keep expandmg

Refinery’s growth over, decade has included 500 new jobs

, By Grady Phelps
; BUSINESS WRITER
Koch Reﬁmng Co., whlch has invested
* $800 million at its Corpus Christi refinery
in the past decade while adding 500 new
jobs, still has lots of room and hopefully

W.W. Hann& pre51-

company, said Koch
is utilizing only about

40 percent of its Hanna
. nearly 2,000 acres
ihere.

“We have ample room for future expan-

- sion,” Hanna said in an interview. “We

foresee the downstream need to add more
and more projects.”

Hanna, in Corpus Christi last week to

dedncate a new $5-miilion, 45,000-

square-foot administrative’ oﬁicc, com-.

puter center and cafeteria at the Koch re-
finery. on Suntide Road, said the com-
pany currently has $350 million worth of
expansion under construction in several
separate projects.

Current projects, due for completion in
late 1993,-will generate a peak construc-
tion work force of 700 people by late
1992.:

These include a $150-million crude unit
that. will boost the reﬁncry s crude pro-
cessing capacity from its existing 160,000
barrels a day to 250,000 barrels daily, or
the largest production capability among

Corpus Christi’s ﬁve petroleum reﬁner-'

B R i

ies.

Other work includes a SlOB-million'

paraxylene expansion, a $43-million
wastewater treatment facility, a new die-
sel fuel hydrotreater to meet new environ-
mental regulations and improvements t
its pipeline system and Ingleside ¢
storage terminal.
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Koch is rapidly building itseif into
Nueces County’s largest industrial manu-
facturer and taxpayer..

“The new crude unit will provxde us

with the increased reliability and feed-
stocks needed to meet current require-
ments as well as open opportunities for
future growth to meet the need of our fu-
els and pctrochemlcal customers, Hanna:
said,

As Koch's local pro;ects cxpand sowﬂl

- its permanent staff employment force, al-

though future personnel pro;ecuons are
too difficult to make at this time, Hanna.
said.

och acqulred its local plant and

000 barrels aday.

Less than a year after it purchased Sun’s
property, Koch bought the 30,000-bar-
rel-a-day Gulf Siates Oil and Refining
plant on 81 acres adjoining it. In 1983,

Please see Koch/G2
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Koch expanded ifs production of
paraxylene, a petrochemical used
in the manufacture of polyester fi-
ber and film, by 20 percent, then
added a $20-million sulfur recov-
ery plant and improved ¢nviron-
mental emissions systems. ¢
Koch invested $100 million in
plant RB&%:« and expansion
in 1985 and in 1987-1988 added a
$25-million cogencration .power ;.

plant and a $50-million catalytic -

reforming unit to convert naphtha :
intp high-octane gasoline.
In 1990 Koch enlarged its pipe-

cor N
ucsumu.. 'Hanna said. “We've in- ‘
vested rgiE in Corpus Christi '
because we're confident of its eco-

. nomic future ~ and Q. the future of
" KIL
“We _.n<n been to_,w_sm 1o con-

- tinuously improve for 10 yedrs

and still have muich to accom- -
plish,”’ Hanna ‘said. “We believe
, that 1he continuous improvement
9538 .philosophy is the reason’
for our past success and is the key:
10 Yutyre growth and success.” ' ;i
Hanna ez.a -Koch’s -~Corpus”
Q.:u: aréa:and’ q.nnau oumﬁzgu :

Jdine gathering system to. 2,264 .. Rn..&s o the best” i in'its system.
miles that brings crude to the re-, He oBE..gEQE: poit and
finery from wells in West .and . gov sofficials at all levels
South Texas, including the hori--; with
zonta! drilling hotbed in the Pears-,, pand r:n. A fayorsble attitude to

u: EoE southwest (& -San’ Apto-+.; . manufacturing adustries, -
&;.um. " ¢ . CThework-ethic of the people is

'9‘;

eicompany 10 ‘ex-

.m._-a 8.:625‘ &E whnr\b +& - fxtremely good. They understand .
. multi-million-doltar, " iw.Bonz. yand want to do their jobsand bé s -

expansion of its %on_&:. ‘chemj- 53: of the Sav»a &a its Eo. .
- cals facility that doubled Kéichls! - oess,” Hanna said. -

capacity to manufacture chemicals 1, . +JKoch has 10,000 ogawoo:uﬁ.

used in the production of nu&

tgiao The ng. goﬁ “pri-

products such as plastics, carbon-« %uﬁ_w.__na co yin: America

-less paper, fragrances, SE._o ?o_u - afyer
_ Kochi is a ¥ oil pipéline operator

and textile dyes. -

Last year Koch started 26255
diesel and gasoline fuels along a
465-mile pipeline from the Corpus
Christi refinery to Dallas-Fort
Worth Airport and facilities in
San Antonio, Austin and Waco.

The company also purchased the
former Sun Ingleside Marine Ter-
minal with ship crude unioading -
facilities, tank aoann and v_v?
lines.

Koch's OoBE. Christi refinéry -
" has the capability to make more °
“than” 100 different products -E_..

has several units that produce 200

‘ million gallons per year of voiv.. .

chemical lines.

““Corpus Christi and wo::.
Texas are extremely important to
" the continued growth of Koch In-

Ana, i Minneapolis,

with more than 20,000 miles of
gathering and transportation lines
and a major refiner with plants
here and a 170, ooc.g:a~.m.&<
refinery in Minnesota.

Koch, involved in all phases of
the oil industry with exploration
rights covering 800,000 acres in 13
states and offshore, is also engaged |
in chemicals, Goal mining ‘and
_o:.n_. minerals, chemical technol-

ducts ‘and agriculture,
v Q_:S.n. fertilizer ‘and
pejations include 60 eleva-
“acres of “land Ea
‘20,000 hedd of steers. *

Koch does not release '
figures for v:E.B-
all Street Journal esti-
nnual revenues nuﬁa
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