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Asbestosis and Carcinoma of the Lung

Casc Report ond Revicw of the Literature

JONN ANOIRSON, M.0.. and FRANCIS A. CAMPAGNKA, M.D., Son Frendse

I'neumonoconiusis and, in particular, as-
Instusis have been the subject of many
«wmplete reports as to etinldgy, prevalence,
«et However, the cuexistence and possible
relationship of asbestosis and carcinoma of
the lung has been reported rather infre-
quently.2¥ In particular, there are only 23
cses of asbestosis and lung carcinoma with
vomplete autopsy reports that have been
dcumented in the literature: Isselbacher 1
reparted 21 cases, Tadd? reported 1 case,
and Lynch? reported 1 case. Lynch re-
1oried two cases but only one with autopsy
fudings. Doll ® reported necropsics on 103
asbestos workers, in which 18 had lung
varcinomas, 15 of which were associated
with asbeatosis: comypilete autopsy data was
nt viven,

Rare reports. us the onc by Cartier,'
alempt to dispruve any relationship be-
Wi the two conditions, but not envugh
“iurmation is presented in this report for
evihintion, .

Report of Case

- S2ayear-okl white man of lalian extraction

hmitted 10 St. Many's Hospital on May R,

tlis chief complaims were shoriness of

© un cxertion unl lows of appetite of four

1¢ months’ duration. He renied noctunuil

€3 or ankle edema. He admitied, however, to

vtinwe cough for approximately six months

%t was productive oi yellow mucus. There

* also two bouts of hiemoptysis of minor degree

** and six months prior to entry. On each

*~ wina they lasted two days and were intermit-
o,

keveived for publication Sept. 17, 1959.
_Mwistant Resident in Modicine, Second Medical
Seivice, St. Mary's Hospital (Dr. Anderson);
Mlicnding  Physician, St. Mary's Hospital (Dr.
Caupagnn ),
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There was a 30 U, weight loss over a six-month
periwt aml considerable fatigue. He also noted
cluhbing of his Angers for “some yeurs.™

For 30 vears the patient had worked actively
as an usbestos insulator, working bLoth inside and
out and in new and old buildings, This entailed
cutting, molding, and applying astestos insulation
v pites. boilers, ete. At no time had he or his
associites worn any protective mask. He had
worked full-time until one weck prior 1w hos-
mtalization. He also had considerable contact with
Fiherglas. He had not smuked in the past five
sears, lut prior to that he had smoked three
packires of cigarettes daily (or mamy years. There
wite & molerately heavy alcohol intake, prmarily
wine, in the past six months.

Family history was negative for malignancy.
There was contact 20 vears previous with a Lrother
who had wberculoais.

I*byscal  examination  revealed an  extremelv
vmacisted  and  dyspreic white  man, appeaning
chiranically ill. The blood pressure was 140,100
in luth uning, pulse 84 and regular, temiperature
1004 rectally, respiration 24, heicht 2 0t 10 in..
weight 12214 1h,

There was marked clubbing of the Aucers and
tres Ut no cyunusis. There was Idlateral arcus
«nilis. No abnormalities were noted in tlie neck.
The chest showel reduced excursion in luah lune
fickls. Dullness and lotls decreased hrenth suumnds
amd (remitus were noted on the richt mvolvine
tlw entire lower hali of the lung Aeld Medium dry
rales which didl not clear were heard anteriorly and
posteriorly in the inferior areas i loth lunes. The
licart was not enlarged to percussion or pipation,
amnl no murmurs were present. There was a split
first sound at the apex. Complete examination
otherwise was within normal linirs. '

Laboratory stwlies on entry showed a Il ol
1) gm; RBC 4.38x10°; \WBC R330. wul poly-
morph lears 78, gmenters 7, lymphucytes
19, monacytes 2, and eosinophils 1
BUN 16 mg.; serum altumin )5 gm.: globulin
3.1 gm.: thymol turbidity, acid phosphatatse, direct
and imlirect Uilirubin, amylase, amd electrolvte
nanel .were normal. The allaline phorphatase wad
6.5 and 5.9 Bodamby wunits on 1wo occasions.
Urines showed persistent 1<--2<4 albuminuria.
1..E.cell preparation, Kahn and Koliner, and bloot
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