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DR. L. T. PAIREALL (v. S. Public Health Scrvice): It 13 obvioualy difficult
where & large number of substances is involved, to review the maximum allowable
- concentration values in detail at an ananual mesting. For that reascn, ‘provision

was made early in the orgenization of the American Conferenoce-of Governmental In-
d.xstrinl Hygienists for a Committée on Threshold Limits to study this question and

to .report to the-Conference at its annual meeting. The composition of this.Com-

" mittee is not fixed but is changed by annual appointnent and the threshold limit
.. values are similarly naintained in a fluid state by annual rcvision.

For a number

of ycars the Committee has subjected thesc values to cereful scrutiny and attempted

to bring them into close conformance with practioce,
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During the preunt yeer, it was folt that the concept of maximunm allmblo '
valucs had now reached a stage where more extensive participation of the members

of the Conferencc in the formulction of these valucs based upon pefsonal experience

~in the ficld would be of deoided assistence. This year, thercfore, your Committee
hes for the first time, I believe, made a direct attempt to obtain a statement
from each member of the Couference with refcerence to tho annuel threshold linit
. values end the reeoonse rron the mdivimel nembers has been nost generous and

helpfuls. =~ .7~

In view of the annual rovision of thrcshold 1imit velues,it has becn the pur-

pose of the Conferencc to seek valucs which, on the one hand protcct the individ-
ual workcan, end on the other would imposo no impossible burden on the menufac-
turer, This balance is difficult to achicve but con be attained by just such a
series of adjustnents as is provided for in the Constitution of the Conference.

I There is no industrial poison so.potent, 50 .virulent, that it cannot be menufac-

tured eafely under carefully controlled conditions., The manufacture and widc-

i spread use of such a substance as lead tetraethyl and tho prcparation of extremely

poisonous war goscs are good illustretions of this. In fact, the chemical manu-
facturing industry in general has been able to maintain a high standard of safe

" industrisl practice by the inatollation of suitable control measures for the pro-
_tection of its workers. There is no reason why such safe industrial control
mecsures cannot bo extended to industry in genernl wherever industrial poisons
occur, ‘ R -

.:7....- KN e . "'.'

: In addition to the commonts of thc membex-s of ‘the Cont‘ercnce. a few criti-

": cisns fron other sources have reached us concerning tho 1947 values. 'rhcso‘mny

" be briefly eummarized as follows:

LT,

A B Conceming the nembcrship at lnrge, criticism hoa taken the form thct
(n) values were arrived at by ccnsulting tho membership at large. and (v) thc.t
’ tho neubeu were aot consultcd. -

2. 7The publication o!‘ the vclucs in the Industrial Byglene Newslctter m.nde
/ it appear thet the values wecre thosc of the U, 5. PubTic Henlth Servico. -«hether

’ et ‘thi.s was wishful thinking or not,.thc source of the: 1947 vulues w08 oleorly 1n-

" e 3. JCr:.ticism has clso teken the form that ..he valuea given wero not nrrived.
~ % ot .or based upon scicntifio evidence. The latter hes pertxculurly -interested

di:cntcd at tho time of publicction. T R ee—
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