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AFTER PCB'S FOUND

N ca t.
High Levels of Chemical Turn Up
in Caiches from Some Waters .
in South Carolina and Qeorgia

ATLANTA, Sept. 26 (APY) — In the
enarly 1970%s, It was izamed thal certein
chemical compounds — pol lorinatad
bLiphenyls or PCR'y — were araus 10
the snviromment and the Faderst Govern- |
mant orderad industries to stop using
them pl in ¢} d 3y .

But recemtly, In gquick succession, Fed-

i snd :&aﬁte officialg in Georgin mnd

in thom contained more PCB’xs thai was
considuared sale. R

Those restrictians, coupled with warmn-
ings sgRinst eatimg fish from thosn lekes
and gsivers, have led officisls in other
woutheastern statos (o check for the pres-
ence of these compounds in Msh caugh
in their stnles’ w-tm?.

+ Thus far, ish caught in vome
states, ugly A‘l-blm‘ have bean
to have high levels of PCR's, omly

orgia snd South . Carolina have hed

ing restiri imposed. - I
CB Buildups Sought -

‘Howard Zeller, deputy dtrector of the

Environmential Proteclion A '« _en-

f ent division et s regional office

in Atianta, saya that the agency found

s and Bo

tha’ rolina  PCH
buildu rough & ram to find pos-
sible g:-ud\apc of the ovom s snd
their sources in . Mixsissipni, Alnbmna,
Gieorgip, X , T } 3]
North and South Caroline. - -

Thus (ar, sxcessiva amountz uwl the

ds have been confivmed in flah
:gmﬂ:‘n ’l..aka Hartwell on the Georgia-
South Carolina border and dhe Coosa
River and two u-ibuuriul nu;nlng Into it,
preliminary studiss also hays shown
iherr: may be m PUCEB fomn in’ Weiss
rake, an Alabama roserveir into” whic
have not-re thae hl;:..
eruptions, cxces-
scharges, svnm‘:’\g of eyollds
tn humaos end- possibly cancer, s that
Rl Sy, Sne, o
cOMPpO!
:.'3'3-'\:, and ‘zhmtnmpﬁay 1 ¥he cmm
otfich - .

rest¥ictions on their use In the early
1375!;, PCHR's were used In a number of
producis, including paint mnd paper, Mr.
Zallor swmid, “Thers are very, very law
jevels of PCH just about anywhers you
ook he sald. “"They'te very residusl
‘. After \he San, Lhs ctompounds wers
supposed to be used oaly in systems
from which the# would not be discharged.
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1976 - 2 Companiss Are Sourses

wt EPA, officinls say that two companiea
ow using PCB's in the munufacture of
ical components, the Goaneral Elnc.
iric Company in Rome,. Ga., sand the
Skngamo Electric Gempn.?‘r in_ Pickens,
8.C,, sre the aources of the PCB’s cons
taminating fish in the Coosa River and
Laka Hartweli.
-i;ut. officials have not charged that
& er comphy dischhrged excessiva
mounts of the chamical. In fect, after
DEAMO BLD, dumping waste watsr
(P" & walsr Yrestment izgoom contam-
i by the themical, the disch
s e of ’s -in the imgoon tripled In
o weeks, officials said. -
1 Federnd and siate officials are trviag
thi determine what cauvasd the increase,
:'What we are sceing here is the resuls
oﬂ‘-; spilis aof PCH's over a number of
1 arx,” sald Gib Johneton of the &
-7 ment of ‘Naiurai Resources. ]
‘i3 _not A that happened at the
Qeneral Electric. plant {wo weeks ago.”
~ The problem is that when even a small
andount of the chemical gets into the
- envitonment, it siays and eveniually
U hwflds up, Mr.:Zeller saic. PCB's uattie
in sedimant on the bolloma of lakes and
wrs, he awid, )

4 ‘Magnitied In Higher Animals

ORI

3 “Tiny ‘orggnlumls_muk;‘ g.{ then
they're eaten a little er qnes,
bipger fish oat Strhe Bigle fish,” Mr. Zeiler

. “You take & vory smali amwunt
_ that wes on the bottom and bulld uue
. and t's magnified in the higher animals.
M z-&u nlditha“:lp‘tr irom !he:;
.compounds was in consumption
¢ fish contaminated with then? and not in
© the Iake ot river water itsalf. Practically
NG PCB’S have bean found In the
Testricted waters, he swid.

And, he said, the consumption of & few
contaminated fish poses na real problem
either. But when a perxon ests & lat of
contaminated fish and other foods con-

' taining PCH's, ‘“there’s m potentixi for a|.

aaildup,” he said
ead

Indeed, Alabuma officiais do not sppesr
oo concernied about the health threat of
PCB's, dempite. the

discovery of high
amounts of them In sompe kinds of fish
1s Wolss Lake,
No Action *at This Thne"
“'CGlven the current dietary habits of the
peopte of Alabama mnd the Inck of avi-
ence diractly finking PCB with sdverse
ects on human hesith, no additional
action is warranted at thizs {ime,’” Dr, lra
L. Myers, state health officer, sald of the
‘Welse contumination,

For wame ns, however, the N
effects of eating contaminmted fish are
noi their most vocal concarn.

Fishermen, businessmen and property

- owners oft Lake Hartwell and the Coosa
River say that they have beem hurt
financially the fishing bap, and In
separate actions they have filed suits
glin:g: Sangamo Electric and Genarsl

ectric, -

Fourteen property ocuwnern along Lake
Hartwell have filed « 81 billion class-
actlon suik against Sangamo contending

that the PCB coniamination af Lake Han-
well has hurt b m and red d prop-
1 on t heshore,

z(tor\neys ropresenting fishermen, baat.
nessmen - and roperty  ownara  from
Georgin and Alabama on the Coosa River
have filed a $500 million suit sgainst
» Gensral Electric and the Monsanto Com-
pany making shmilar charges. The suit

contends thai Monsanto scid PCR's to
General Electric,
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