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Sao Pau lo, Apr il 21st , 1938
' i

Dr. Kehoe
Ketter in g Laboratory 
Un iversity o f Cin cin at t i 
CHJCINATTI. Ohio.

Dear Si r ,

o
o

w

A situ at ion  h as ar isen  in  San t iago, Ch ile on which I  would appreciate 
your advice and conments: There h as recen t ly  been inacted in  Ch ile a decree requ ir in g 
a l l  concerns to have a thorough medical examination made o f t h e ir  employees* A ll 
employees found to be su ffer in g from d ieases or  to be in  bad gen eral h ealth  must be 
given r e st  per iods or  time o ff as recomnended by the examining Doctor. In compliance 
with t h is law the West In dia O il Company had the examinations o f t h e ir  employees at  
th e ir  depot at  San * niton io made by th e ir  newly appoin ted company doctor , Dr. Hernandez, 
a young wide awake man who h as been p ract ic in g in  San Antonio fo r  the past  13 years* 
The examinations made by Dr. Hernandez included examinations of the blood and from 
th ese fin d in gs i t  was h is conclusion  and th at  o f the laboratory which car r ied  out the 
blood t e st s th at  th ree men were su ffer in g from lead poison ing and some twenty fiv e  
showed sign s in d icat ive o f lead poison in g. The remaining men examined (38) showed 
no sign  o f lead poison ih g. The two men engaged in  blending Ethyl flu id  were in  the 
la t t e r  c la ss, showing no in d icat ion  o f  lead poison in g.

Two of the th ree men showing d e fin it e  lead poison ing, however, were 
employed as drum f i l l e r s  and sto r e r s fo r  both leaded and non-leaded gasolin e and in  ' 
addit ion  to showing lead poison in g had p r ac t ica l ly  everyth ing e lse  a man can have and 
s t i l l  be up and about. Ihe th ird  man has sin ce l e f t employment but when employed at  
San Antonio was engaged as general flu n k ie0

Ihe doctor a ft e r  making h is examinations searched around fo r  a source 
o f the lead and concluded th at  gasolin e which sp i l le d  on the floo r  on f i l l i n g  or  
leaked on the floo r  when the drums were being stored and also small p a r t ic le s o f 
lead from the ou tside o f th e drum which were knocked o f f  in  r o ll in g drums over the 
cement flo o r  con tr ibuted su ffic ie n t ly  to the lead content of the dust on the flo o r  to 
con st itu te a possib le  source esp ecially  as the method o f clean ing was to sweep when 
dry with  a broom. (He an alized some d ir t  from the floo r  and found le ad )0 And also  
sin ce the men were in  such bad con dit ion  they would be more su scep t ib le than oth ers 
in  b e t te r  ph ysical con dit ion . He th erefore recommended th at  the two men be t ran s­
fer red  to other work not suspected as a source of lead danger and th at  in  the fu tu re 
the floo r  should be cleaned more often  and with a hose f i r s t * Both recommendations 
have been complied w ith . In search in g fu r th er  he found some th ree blocks away a 
fenced in  vacan t lo t  in  which some mining company had dumped some concen trates which 
they were unable to export and which he be lieves con tains h igh percen tage o f lead *
H is recommendation was th at  i f  t h is was found to be t rue the concen trates should be 
removed.

The poin t  as I  see i t  o f in te r est  to us i s  in  the fa c t  th at  doctor 
Hernandez believes th at  there i s  danger in  handling leaded- gasolin e and th at  he 
r e l ie s on blood fin d in gs to estab lish  d e fin it e  lead poison in g in  the face o f oth er 
com plicat ion s.

Righ t here I  should make i t  c lear  th at  I  r e a l ize  that  a " l i t t l e  : ,
knowledge is  a dangerous th in g" and th at perhaps Dr. Hernandez i s  cor rect  on the la t t e r  
poin t  th at  blood fin d in gs are conclusive but from what I  have read in  your papers I 
gath er th at  t h is i s  not en t ire ly  t rue and act in g on t h is I  took the l ib e r t y  of 
supplying him with a se t  o f your t ran slated  papers with the idea th at  they might 
change h is opin ion  regarding both po in ts. Not n ecessar ily  fo r  the case in  poin t but 
should someone with complications decide he h as lead  poison in g from gasolin e a t  a --
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l a t e r  date# He apparen tly received the papers in  the sp i r i t  in  which they were 
given  and I  do not th ink he got the impression  th at  I  was attempting to t e l l  him h is 
bu sin ess. At le a st  I  t r ied  to prevent conveying such an im pression .

While in San tiago 1 made the customary in spect ion  of the p lan t  in  San 
Antonio and found th in gs in  good shape and th at  they had complied fu l ly  with 
recommendations as to hot water h eater , e t c . made on my previous v i s i t .  As regards 
tank clean in g Bulk leaded gasolin e i s  stored on ly at  th ree poin ts a l l  under the 
d ir ect  ju r isd ic t io n  o f one man who person ally  su pervises t h is work. He understands 
the precaut ion s n ecessary and h as the n ecessary equipment required to do the work 
according to recommendations. The same day I  was shown around the p lan t * They 
manufacture th e ir  own fiv e  gallon  cans and in  the process do con siderable hand and 
automatic solder in g on rath er  an t iquated machinery which in volves a se r ie s o f pots 
f i l l e d  with molten solder  in  a large room with open windows but without forced 
ven t ilat ion . The thought occurred to me th at  i f  there was lead  poison in g around 
th is would be the p lace to get  i t  as a l l  modern machinery I  have seen which use 
molten lead have a hood over the pot . For my own information  I  would l ik e  to know 
approximately the danger from such a source. I  suggested to West In dia th at  they 
might get  ah opin ion  from th e ir  Medical St a f f .  I  did not consider the above to be 
o f su ffic ie n t  concern to us d ir ec t ly  to suggest th at  you have Dr. Cruz Coke 
in vest igate i t  -  nor did I  d iscu ss the problem with him. Perhaps you w il l th ink i t  
best  to do so . I f  so and/or I  can be o f serv ice p lease le t  me know.

I  have as yet on ly made prelim in ary in vest igat ion s and am leavin g 
Hio ton igh t fo r  Sao Paulo to d iscu ss the p lan t  and in vest igate  the m atter fu r th er .

A d iscu ssion  yesterday with Dr. Soper (Head Rockfeller  Foundation) 
with whom Mr. Webb and Dr. Machle talked when they were here developed th at  the 
State  o f Sao Paulo i s  sh ort on the type doctors we are looking fo r  and he was able 
to suggest some donts but did not care to make any d e fin it e  recommendations. His 
posit ion  there i s  a l i t t l e  un certain  as they more or  le ss threw the Rockefeller  
Foundation out and now have th e ir  own Yellow Fever Con trol.

Considerable prelim in ary in vest igat ion  w ill be required and I  w ill 
keep you in  touch with developments but before proceeding too fa r  I  would appreciate 
having your approval In p r in cip le  o f the suggest ion th at  another doctor  i s  recu ired , 
o f course contingent on your approval. I t  would perhaps expedite m atters i f  y^u 
w il l cable your react ion s care Standard O il. f

Yours very t r u ly ,
i

//Jr 0010^26


