
January 21 , 1954

M r. Z ola D. Jacobs 
Superin tendent of Schoo ls 
F in d lay  C ity Schools 
F in d lay , Ohio

D ear M r. Jacobs:

I am  so r r y  that it  has not been p o ss ib le  to rep ly  ea r l ie r  to your le t te r  
o f D ecem b er  29. I w as out of town when i t  ca m e , h owever , and s in ce 
m y retu rn  I 've  been  unable to ge t a t m o re  than the m o st u rgen t item s 
of the day 's w ork  and of co rresp on d en ce .
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co n sid ered  the inc iden t d esc r ib ed  in your le t te r  and the i l ln e s s 
custod ian  in  that re la t ion sh ip , and have ask ed  one o f m y 
a te s  to  com m en t on the m a tte r  out o f h is  ex ten s iv e  know ledge o f 
jec t. We th ink it  qu ite u n lik e ly  that the i l ln e s s  had any re la t io n - 
the u se  of the sp ray . C er ta in ly  M ethoxych lor i s  regarded  as one 

Least d an gerou s, p o ten tia lly , o f the in se c t ic id a l ma te r ia ls , being 
ss  to x ic  than DDT. The o th er  in g red ien ts o f the sp ra y  have been 
te n s iv e ly  and would not be exp ected  to g iv e  r is e  to harm . The 
ins, fo r  exam p le , have b een  u sed  in such  sp rays a fte r  app rova l 

ernm enta l a u th o r i t ie s .

Of c o u r se , th ere  a re  few  su b stan ces that a r e  not capab le of causing 
b iza r re  a l le r g ic  r esp o n ses  on the part o f ce r ta in  high ly  su scep tib le 
p e r so n s , but the exp osu re  in  th is  in stan ce se e m s  to have been v e ry 
s lig h t, and the p ro b a b ilit ies  a re  ag a in st th is in terp re ta t ion  o f the  
s itu a tion . I should  th ink it  m uch m ore  l ik e ly  that the u se  o f the sp ray 
was co in c id en t w ith the on set o f an upper resp ir a tor y  in fec tion  or v ira l  
d is e a se , and that th is  co in c id en ce  gave the app earance of a cau se  and 
e ffec t r e la t io n sh ip .

D octo r  W ise ley  cou ld , o f c o u r se , t e s t  the rea c tio n  of the cu stod ian 's 
se n s it iv i ty  tc  the m a te r ia l by  b r ie f  and cau tious app lica tion  o f a  sm a ll 
quantity o f  the d ilu ted  m a te r ia l to  the m ucous m em brane of h is  th roa t, 
o b serv in g  the ou tcom e ca re fu l ly . He m ay not co n s id er  th is e ith er  
n e c e s s a r y  o r  w ise , but such  t e s t s  o f " sen sit iv ity "  have b een  m ade by 
o th ers at t im e s , and have so m e tim es been  help fu l.

C o rd ia lly  y o u rs ,
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R obert A . K ehoe, M . D .
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Dr. Robert Kehoe 
School o f  M edicine 
U n iv e r s ity  o f  C in c in n a ti  
C in c in n a t i, Ohio

Dear Dr. Kehoe: ,

A cu stod ian  in  one o f  our sch oo ls  was a f fe c te d  w ith sore 
th r o a t , i r r i t a t io n  o f  the n ose, and fe v e r  im m ediately a f t e r  u s ­
in g  f l y  sp ray. He i s  a p a t ie n t  o f  Dr. Frank M. W iseley , and in 
exp lo r in g  a l l  p o s s ib le  causes fo r  th e i l l n e s s ,  Dr. W iseley  has 
su ggested  th a t  we w r ite  to  you to  determ ine whether or not the 
f l y  spray m ight be th e cause o f th e i l l n e s s .

This cu stod ian  on the day he became i l l  had Sprayed two 
t o i l e t  rooms g iv in g  two or  th ree ^squirts’ a t  each Window. I t  
took  no more than th ree or fou r  m in u tes. He then ¡went dow nstairs 
to  e a t  h is  lunch and a lrea d y  h is  th ro a t had become so so re he 
cou ld  b a re ly  swallow  and he n o t iced  an i r r i t a t io n  of  th e n ose. 
A lso , th ere  was in d ic a t io n  th a t he had some tem perature. The 
fe v e r  la s te d  fou r  days and h is  speech i s  s t i l l  a f fec te d  by a 
s l ig h t  p a r a ly s is .

The f l y  spray we a re u s in g  i s  "Done Died" and i s  manufactured  
by th e Huntington L ab o ra to r ies, I n c . ,  o f  H untington, Ind iana. 
A ccording to  the la b e l ,  i t  con ta in s the fo l lo w in g  ¡in g red ien ts:

. ■ . i

A ctive  In g red ien ts  100^-Petroleum  D is t i l l a t e , j  N -o cty l  
B icyc loh ep ten e D icarbox im ide, T ech n ica l M ethoxychlor*,  
A lle th r in  (A l ly l  Homolog o f C in e r in / l)

*C on sists  o f  2 ,2  b is  (P-methoxphenyl) 1 ,1 ,  1-jTrich- 
lo roeth an e and o th er  Isomers and R eaction  P rd d u cts.

We are in te r e s te d  in  knowing i f  any o f th ese  .in g red ien ts or 
cokabination o f in g red ien ts  cou ld  cause th is  i l l n e ss .  A rep or t

I
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from you w i l l  be gen u in e ly  ap p rec ia ted  by us as we11 as Dr.

s e le y .

Very t r u ly  you rs,
N 6084.01

&
fola D. Jacobs (/  —
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