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Dear v, Kehoe,

Yere I to receive trhis letter my impression would be thet the writerl
thought that I hsd not much to do. I must humbly spologise, for I reslise
how very busy you slweys sars, :

(1} Rirst, r query which is worrying ¥ryke. = According to our regulstions
it ia er?ectl/ safe to enter a tank sfter it hes been rendered aludge: frae.

An 031l compeny hes stated that in sowe large tanks with indifferent ventiletion,
there is ¢ considerable smount of T.E.L. vepour in the sir, and they do not
consider it s safe procedure to enter e tenk without protective equipuent
immedistely it is sludge freoe. We have not the feeilitiss here for testing

the lesd in s=ir in tenks, snd it will be some years before the field kit will

be in zenersl use, snd, even then, it will be only at refineries wherc it will

be progerly usad, There remains the large number of locstions where a gsnersl
rule is necessary for the time thet must elapse between ihe point the tank is
sludge free sand when it mry be entered with safety. The viorat possible
conditions sre visuslised. Could we plesse heve your coumments on this urgently?

'S

{2) You were completing » report on the clesning of susll tanks under
1,000 herrels in cepacity. You geve some of the fipures and & genersl opinion
on these. Could we plense have s copy. of the finsl report?

(3) Ethylene dibromide hns been sugsrested as a soil steriliser. It is
appnrently posaible that its use for this purpose may become a commercial
vroposition. I have your studies snd those of Thomms snd Ysant, but nothing on
human coses of intoxication. I em of the impression thast there hes lLeen at
lesat one case of poisoning. I would he most greateful for »ny information on
this ense, or others. The symptomatology in man is not known to me.

(4) Croton aldehyde 1s to be used as a denaturant for alcohol at the
Dibromile plent. I ean get nothing definite on the toxicolopical properties
of eroton aldehyde on this side. Could you please help?  This is not urgent.

:‘) 1 hrnve been rsked hv s doctor in Switzerlsnd t.0 ﬁpdl“)ﬁ(‘h y()u rewﬁrhpa

melhyl acetnate. Ve have notnlng on it. He wns particulsrly enxious £6 know
if it roduces neurolosicul symptoms in men.  Henderson snd Hagearad in their
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textbook "Noxious Gases™ indicrte thet it probably has not more then an
snacsthetic sction. The instance constituting his problen, af which I heove

no detsils, is one in which on individuel Aeveloped signg of méningeel irritation,
foliowed by & temPorary paraplegin,

{6) We sre going through our mesgre supply of litersture st an smAazing
rate. Zould we yleaae have a further supply of "Lead 3tudies™ in French, and

o few in Spenish and ltalien? “e have no spsre copies of "Occupationsl Lesd
¥xgosure snd Lead roisoning”. This is a most popular publicstion. We would
nlgo be zrateful for a few copies of the "Lead roisoning Symposium” of 1942, and

as wAny couies &3 you can spere of "Txposure to Lesd” of February 1947

I wea in Switzerlend last week, The politienl situstion is

azgainat the use of leaded gpsoline. The impression is thet it will remsin.

The I.F.S5.A. refinery at Rotkreuz, near Zurich, is commencing
tlending with berrel equipment with one eductor. This is » new refinery nerketing
its products in Switzerland. I hed » conference with intrsnsigent Dr. Deitling
end two doctors associated with the medico-legsl and compensetion aspecta, némely,
Or. A. StBkly and Dr. D. liocegger. The latter were reasonsble men.

Dr. xax Leder of Zurich has been sppointed medicsl Consultent
to cover the Rotkreuz instelletion. He specimlises in dermatology, venereology
and indusirial diseases. The FEthyl Commpittee in Switzerlsnd will nominate a
nhjsioiam/toxinologist to inveatigate for it should any csses of poisoning occur
in Switrerland. They remsin very insuler snd conservative in outlook, and will
slmost certainly sugment the regulstions.

I had an interview with iir. Bevsn lest week snd he told me that the
new extension had been held up by the brd weather, »nd thet it would probsbly be
completed in the early sumnmer. I am sure you w111 Le plessed to see it finished.

I heerd that you may be coming over in Seplember. We shall be
delighted indeed to see you agmin.

Things aré gradually improving here deapite improved output.
Lest month was the best ever from the medicsl point ‘of view, =nd improvement will
continue.

Ylease give my respects to srs. Kehoe.
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ith kindest personal regarda,
Yours very sincerely,
S;Zﬂu\V\XQASW'\J
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