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Dear Dr. Kehoe, ■

’"e re  I  to  r e c e iv e  t h i s  l e t t e r  my im p ress io n  would be t h a t  th e  writer' 
th o u g h t t h a t  I  had n o t  much to  do . I  must humbly a po lo g is e ,  f o r  I r e a l i s e  
bo« very  busy you always a r e ,

( 1) H i r s t ,  a query  which i s  w o rry in g  i ' r y k e .  A ccord ing  to  our r e g u la t i o n s  
i t  is  p e r f e c t l y  s a fe  to  e n te r  a tank  a f t e r  i t  has been ren dered  sludge; f r e e .
An o i l  company has s ta t e d  t h a t  in  some la rg e  ta n k s  w i th i n d i f f e r e n t  v e n t i l a t i o n ,  
th e re  i s  a c o n s id e ra b le  amount o f  T .E .L . vapour in  th e  a i r ,  and th e y  do no t 
co n s id e r  i t  a s a f e  p rocedure  to  e n te r  a tank  w i th o ut  p r o te c t i v e  equipment 
im m ed isto ly  i t  i s  s ludge f r e e .  We have n o t  the  f a c il i t i e s  h e re  f o r  t e s t i n g  
the le ad  in  a i r  in  ta n k s ,  and i t  w i l l  be some y ea rs  b e fo re  th e  f i e l d  k i t  -will 
be in  g e n e ra l  u se ,  and, even th e n ,  i t  w i l l  be o n ly  a t  r e f i n e r i e s  where i t  ’« i l l  
be p ro p e r ly  used . There remains th e  l a r g e  number o f  l o c at i o n s  whore a g e n e ra l  
r u l e  i s  n e c e ss a ry  f o r  th e  time t h a t  must e la p s e  between th e  p o in t  th e  tank  i s  
s ludge f r e e  and when i t  may be e n te re d  w i th  s a f e t y .  The v /o rs t pos s ib  le  
c o n d i t io n s  a re  v i s u a l i s e d .  Could we p le a s e  have your comments on t h i3 u rg e n t ly ?

( 2) You were com p le t ing  a r e p o r t  on th e  c le a n in g  o f  sm a l l  tanks  under 
1,0 0 0 b a r r e l s  in  c a p a c i t y .  You gave some o f  th e  f i g u r e s  and a g e n e ra l  op in io n  
on th e s e .  Gould we p le a s e  have a copy o f  th e  f i n a l  r ep o r t?

Ip) E th y le n e  d ib rom ide has been  sugges ted  as a s o i l  st e r i l i s e r .  I t  i s  
a p p a re n t ly  p o s s ib le  t h a t  i t s  use  f o r  t h i s  pu rpose may become a commercial 
p r o p o s i t i o n .  I  have your s t u d ie s  and th o se  o f  Thomas and Y ant, b u t  n o th in g  on 
human cases  o f  i n t o x i c a t i o n .  I  am o f  th e  im p ress io n t h a t  t h e r e  has been a t
l e a s t  one case  o f  p o is o n in g .  I  would be most g r a t e f u l f o r  any in fo rm a t io n  on
t h i s  c a s e ,  o r  o th e r s .  The symptomatology in  man i s  no t  known to me.

(4) C ro ton  a ldehyde i s  to  be used as a d e n a tu ra n t  f o r a lc o h o l  a t  th e  
Dibromide p l a n t .  I can g e t  n o th in g  d e f i n i t e  on th e  t ox i c o lo g i c a l  p r o p e r t i e s  
o f  c ro to n  a ldehyde on t h i s  s i d e .  Could you piloase he lp? Th is i s  n o t  u rg e n t .

ID) I  have been asked by a d o c to r  in  S w i tz e r la n d  to approach you re g a rd in g  
methyl a c e t a t e .  V/e have n o th in g  on i t .  He was p a r t i c u la r l y  anx ious to  know 
i f  i t  - red u ces  n e u ro lo g ic a l  symptoms in  man. Henderson and Haggard in  t h e i r
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tex tbook  "Noxious Gases’* i n d i c a te  t h a t  i t  p ro b ab ly has no t more th a n  an 
a n a e s th e t i c  a c t i o n .  The in s ta n c e  c o n s t i t u t i n g  h i s  problem, of which I  have 
no d e t a i l s ,  i s  one in  -which an in d iv id u a l  developed s ign s  o f  meningeal i r r i t a t i o n »  
fo l low ed  by a tem porary  p a r a p le g ia .  . .

(6) V.’e a re  go in g  th rough  our meagre supp ly  o f  l i t e ra t u r e  a t  a n  amazing 
r a t e .  Could we p le a s e  have a f u r t h e r  supp ly  o f  "Lead S tu d ie s "  in  F rench , and 
a few i n  S pan ish  and I t a l i a n ?  " e  have no s p a re  co p ies  o f  "O ccu p a t io n a l  Lead 
Exposure and Lead P o ison ing "  . Th is  i s  a most p o p u la r  p u bl i c a t i o n .  '<<!e  would 
a l s o  be g r a t e f u l  f o r  a few co p ies  o f  th e  "Lead P o iso n in g  Symposium" o f  19^v> and 
ns many co p ies  ah you can sp a re  o f  "Exposure to  Lead" o f  Feb ruary  19^7»

I  was i n  S w i tz e r la n d  l a s t  week. The p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a ti o n  i s  
a g a in s t  th e  use o f  leaded g a s o l i n e .  The im p ress io n  i s  t h a t  i t  w i l l  rem a in .

The I .P .3 .A .  r e f i n e r y  a t  F o tk re u z ,  n ea r  Z u r ic h ,  i s  commencing 
b le n d in g  w i th  b a r r e l  equipment, w i th  one e d u c to r .  This i s  a new r e f i n e r y  m arke t ing  

i t s  p ro d u c ts  in  S w i tz e r la n d . I had a con fe rence  w i th  i n t r a n s i g e n t  Dr. S e t t l i n g  
and two d o c to rs  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  th e  m e d ico - le g a l  and com pensation  a s p e c t s ,  namely, 
D r. A. S t t tk ly  and Dr. D. H oegger. The l a t t e r  were re a so n a b le  men.

Dr. V.ax Leder o f  Z u r ich  has been appo in ted  m ed ica l C o n su l ta n t  
to  cover th e  K otkreuz i n s t a l l a t i o n .  rie s p e c i a l i s e s in  derm ato logy , venereo lo g y  
and i n d u s t r i a l  d i s e a s e s .  The E th y l  Committee in  S w i tze r lan d  w i l l  nominate a 
p h y s i c i a n / t o x i c o l o g i s t  to  i n v e s t i g a t e  f o r  i t  shou ld any c ases  o f  p o iso n in g  occur 
in  S w i tz e r la n d .  They remain v e ry  i n s u l a r  and c o n s e rva t iv e  in  o u t lo o k ,  and w i l l  
a lm o s t  c e r t a i n l y  augment th e  r e g u la t i o n s .

I  had an in te rv ie w  w i th  H r. Bevan l a s t  week and he to ld me t h a t  the 
new e x te n s io n  had been he ld  up by th e  bad w ea the r ,  and t h a t  i t  would p ro b ab ly  be 
com pleted in  th e  e a r l y  summer. I am su re  you w i l l  be p le ase d  to  see i t  f i n i s h e d .

I heard  t h a t  you may be coming over in  Septem ber. We sh a l l  be 
d e l ig h te d  indeed to  see you a g a in .

Things Pré g r a d u a l l y  im prov ing  he re  d e s p i te  improved o u tp u t .
La3t month was th e  b e s t  e v e r  from th e  m ed ica l poin-t o f v iew , and improvement w i l l  
c o n t in u e .

p le a s e  g iv e  my r e s p e c t s  to  j>lrs. Kehoe,

W ith k in d e s t  p e rs o n a l  r e g a rd s ,  

Yours v e ry  s i n c e r e l y ,

T3. D av ison.
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