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RALEIGH (A" — A state oificiai savs large guant-
of PCBs were dizposed of in city dumps 3n2 lang-
E ik Litie enncern for thewr notemiial impuct on
public health belcre ihe dznger of the toxic chemical
way dizcovered 308,

Robert Carter, chief water guality official.
said sirict szfety ruies {or PCB dumping were imposed
by the chen:ical dispcszl industry about 10 years ago.
He s:id rsove recemt dispusal @S are probably safe.

Carter suid PCEs were discovered in the late 18008
and appeared in industy during the 1820s.

“It «PCB) is in city jand fills,, dumps and lots of
places where industrizl wasies of that nature arc dis-
pascd of.’* Carter wid Tuesday. “It's in printer's ink,
solvents, paints, heal exchangers. Wherever cities have
dumped that sort of stuff, that's where they are now.

Today's disposal guard_ed

e one hope is that since this material pretty
well binds up in 3 soil cn'umn it will pretty mrich stav
where it is.” he added. "The location of most Jznd¥ills
has been pretty well thought out, particularly in relaticn
to water supplies.”

Some old dumps where PCBs are known to have
been disposed of have been tested for possible Jeakaze.
especialiy where it could thregten water supplies. e
said no contamination has been (ound.

The U.S. Eavironmental Protection Agency esti-
mates there are 442 miliion pounds of PCB in the na-
tion, with between 70 ond 30 percent of it buried as
industrial waste oc in discarded equipment.

PCBs have been suspected of causing cancer and
birth delects in laboratory animals. but tests indicate
PCB doesn’t cause cancer in kumsns. according to the
Monsanto cal Carp., {ormerly the major manufac-
turér of the chemical. \hmnlo stopped making PCBs
n 1971, f
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