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MICROSCOPIC .EXAMINATION OF TALC FROM EASTERN MAGNESIA TALC. CO., ’
BURLINGTON, VERMONT •

An examination was made of powdered ta lc ,  supplied by Eastern Magnesia Tale Company 
and used by Johns-Manville Corporation. This m ateria l was compared with the throe 
follow ing commercial talcum powders.

The re s u l ts  of the examination are  as fo llo w s?
A, Eastern  Magnesia Tale Company — Over 95# of the sample was ta lc ,  iig3Si^CRq 'OH)^ 

• Of th is  amount, le s s  than 10# could be.considered elongated or fib ro us appearing 
the balance co n sis tin g  e s s e n tia lly  of p la tey  ta lc  p a r t ic le s  th a t  ranged in  
p a r t ic le  size  from 125-d Total im p urities were estim ated micro­
sco p ica lly  to be lo S3 than 5# of the sample as fo llo w s;

over 90# of which, was p la tey  (p a rtic le s  125/( .to <  5/<() and le s s  than 10# of welch were elongated p a r t ic le s .  The p rin c ip a l im purity was dolomite 
p resen t in trace  amounts. . .

C, Cashmere Bouquet — Trie sample was e s s e n tia lly  p la tey  p a r t ic le s  of ta lc  ranging in size .from  lGOM-f to le s s  than 5 A . «  Less than 10# of the ta lc  was elongated p a r t ic le s .  The sample a lso  contained traces of dolomite and 
magnesite, MgCO-,.

D, Mennen Talc The. -sample consisted  e s s e n tia lly  o f ta lc  over 90# of which
wire p latey  p a r t ic le s  ranging in  size  from 175^cdown t o c S / f .  Less than 10# 
of the ta lc  p a r t ic le s  had a fib ro us o r elongated appearance. Trace amounts 
o f magnesite were p resen t. '

In my opinion; with the .exception of the s l ig h tly  higher im purity content, the talcum powder U3ed by -Johns~ffenvllle is  s im ila r  in  m lneralogical composition., p a r tic le  size  d is tr ib u t io n , and shape to  th a t  of the th ree  rep resen ta tiv e  and 
commonly used talcum powders th a t were submitted fo r comparison.

cc: C„ L, Shockler -  Manvílle P lant (3) 
£„ R, Williams 
A. 3« Cummins 
H. L. King, J r .

Johnson and,Johnson Baby Powder
Cashmere Bouquet
Mennen

C h lo rite , (Mg, FeJjÍA l, Fe)^ 
Dolomite, Ca, Mg (003)2 '
P y rrh o ti te
Tremol t i e ,  OftoMg5S.itjOggfOH)", '

-  Major Impurity 
Minor Impurity

- Tr a e Impu r i 1 y
- Minor Trace Impurity

Johnson and Johnson baby Powder — The sample consisted  e s se n tia lly  of talc

P„ l . „  Kadey, J r . Research M ineralogist

CRMC-HT-TALC-000045


