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TO: Kevin Cahill

FROM: Steve Bradley

DATE: May 4, 1999

SUBJECT:  Solutia Education Connection Media Coverage

Anniston

(Have) Anniston Star — Article 4/27/99.

(Have tape & Channel 13 (NBC) — Story 6:00 p.m. news (shown in both

transcript) Anniston and Birmingham markets).

(Tape & transcript ~ Channel 33/40 (ABC) — Covered Blake Hamilton’s teacher

to come) luncheon 4/26/99. To include Education Connection story in
luncheon coverage.

(Have) St. Clair News Aegis (weekly) — Article 4/29/99.

(Checking) Talladega Daily Home (daily) — Article to appear 4/28/99 or
5/1/99.

(Checking) Cleburne News (weekly) — Article to appear week of 5/3/99.
AM 1450 Radio (Anniston News Talk) — Interviewed Blake
Hamilton 4/26/99. Several broadcasts 4/26/99.

Decatur

(Tape & transcript ~ Channel 43 WMIJN - Interviewed Paul Meganck for “Valley

to come) Happenings” public affairs program to run four times on 4/27/99
(reaches 100,000 households in Morgan Co.).

(Have) Athens News Courier (daily) - Story 4/28/99.

(Article to come) Huntsville Times (daily) — Story/photo 4/27/99.
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(Have)

(Checking)

(Checking)

Foley
(Have)

(Checking)

(Checking)

(Checking)

Decatur Daily — Brief story 4/27/99. Commitment to do more
extensive follow-up later.

Hartselle Enquirer — Article expected week of 5/3/99.

Moulton Advertiser — Article expected week of 5/3/99.

Foley Onlooker (weekly) — Story 4/28/99.

The Independent (Robertsdale — weekly) — Story 5/1/99 — largest
circulation of week.

Baldwin Times (Bay Minette — weekly) — Story 4/28/99.

(Usually stories running in Foley Onlooker run in The Independent
and Baldwin Times since all three owned by same group.)

Mobile Register ~ Baldwin Edition (daily) — Unsure when story
ran.

WHEP AM Radio — Interviewed Jim Green 4/27/99 for use on
broadcast that day.

NOTE: I believe these dates are correct in regard to when articles and broadcasts
appeared or aired. However, in our final report on coverage, some articles may have
appeared on different dates, etc.
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‘Grants for education

Solutia program may improve technology at Auniston, Calhoun County schools

I can't
think of
anything
that's a
higher
priority

for our
students.
It opens
up a whole

new world.

— Jacky Sparks,
superintendent
of Calhoun
County schools

By Jonathan Lifland

Star Stalf Writer

May the best plan win.

Eleven school  districts,  including
Anniston and  Calhoun County school
boards, are eligible for $250,000 in technol-
ogy grants announced Monday by Solutia.

Solutia’s purpose is Lo create a partnership
wmong business, government and school
syslems.

Educators in Decatur and Foley, plus St.
Clair, Talladega and Cleburne counties
where some plant employees live, will also
be given the chance to propose plans for
upgrading technological programs in their
school systems. The school systems  that
present the best plans will receive portions
of the moncy.

Repeated grant amounts will be distrib-
uted each of the next three years. Solutia
plants, formerly known as Monsanto, are
located in the two towns,

Requests for initial-year funding will be
solicited by June 1 for use next [all, accord-
ing to Solutia. Review leams will analyze
school board suggestions for the program,
which is intended to install new computers
or educational programs. ' _

“This is (0 give our students educational

abilities and flexibility for the work lorce
now and in ihe future whether iCs Tor
Solutia or for the business socicty,” said
Blake Hamilton, plant manager for the
Solutia Anniston plant. “We're trying o
provide a foundation lor education.”

The “Education Connection™ program is
expected o provide between 75 and 100
computers lor school districts eligible Tor
the program.

Local school bowrds hope (o enhance
existing plans o place one compulter in cach
classroom.

Since computers dominate colleges and
the business world, adding technology to
learning helps prepaue Kids Tor the Tuluie,
said Jacky Spurks, superintendent of the
Calhoun County school system.

“I can’t think of anything that’s a higher
priority for our students,” he said. “1t opens
up a whole new world.” '

County schools hope to quintuple the one
computer per classroom goal, and this pro-
gram will contribute to . reaching that,
Sparks said. Teachers, though, still need to
be taught themsclves the best way o usc
computers in the classroon and how to inte-
grate teaching with technology, he added.

Compulers may not be the main need lor

today’s students, but they can help provide
an individual learning experience 1o propel
them above expectations, said Maut Akin,
technology courdinator for the Anaiston
school system.

“Our grealest necd is for grealer instruc-
tion, and technology helps us to get there,”
lie said. *“This will hopelully allow us to
expand our olferings. By teaching Kids the
skills to use a computer, we gel started;
we'd like o take those a step further.”

Calhoun Counly state legislators Sen. Del
Marsh and Rep. Barbwra Boyd welcomed
business interests in student needs at the
aunouncement at Cobb Elementary School
in Anniston. The plan was called a model
partnership o raise the level ol local educa-
tion. ,

‘The business conununity will continue o
support cducational opportunity il it secs a
successlul - program,  said  Marsh, R-
Anniston. Mrs. Boyd was unavailable for
comment Monday.

“I can see that anything that can help,
from anywhere it comes fron, would be
greatly appreciated here,” Marsh said. “It's
a great commitment and challenge o those
in Calhoun County who support education.”
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and as many as 1,000 jobs

DECATUR - clence and tech-
nology education |in public school
districts in and Decatur and two
other Alabama dities will get a
major boost with new computers

|~ and othér technology assistance to

be funded undera

The company "announced the

. Solution Education Connection

Program — a three-year commit-

.ment to help city ilnd county public

school districts in and near Decatur,
Anniston and Foley acquire new
computer equipment to advance
each district’s technology access for
students, especially in science.
Teams of educators from each
with Solutia
employees to identify computer and
related needs for each district that

. will best assist thé schools in pro-

viding more oppo mhes for their

~ students.

“Solutia has lorlg been an active
participant in the Diecatur communi-
ty,” said site |manager Paul

Meganck, “and we believe this is an

NEWS COURIER

excellent wiy to -partner with the

community to help meet crucial

educational - needs.. - Educators
throughout the area have made us
aware of the i mcrunng needs in this
arena and urged us to help. We are
pleased to be able to play a part in
improving edl;calionnl opportunity
in the communities where our plant
is located lnd where our employees
live”

The company'l Decatur site has
previously partnered with local
schools on environmental steward-
ship and science education pro-
grams with schools in Decatur. The
new program will broaden this focus
and will work closely with the indi-
vidual school districts to recom-
mend equipment that will best serve
their  educational  programs.
Proposals ‘will be submitted on
behalf of each district to the Solutia
Fund this spring, with first year

funding decisions to be made by

June. Decisions on specific equip-
ment needs for the second and third
years will be mide during the two
coming school years. -

Each school district will have a
major role in shaping its request for
computers arkl related technology
assistance. Science education at the

doz

Ihe News—Courzer?

e .. . ‘Wednesday, April 28, 1999

Page GA

1 Decatur cmﬁpany helps
= vaschpols get technology

high ‘school level is a company pri-
ority, but each district and the com-
pany will work together to deter-
mine where computers are most
needed.

The Solutia Education
Connection program has been
endorsed by the Alabama State
Department of Education, Alabama
Education Association, and the.
Alabama Association of- Schoo!.
Boards.

“Solutia is a leading company in
applied chemistry, and we have a
special interest in promoting strong
science and technology education,”
said Solutia’s chief operating officer.
John Hunater. “This program will not
only support families and students
in our plant communities, but it will
also strengthen the science aware-
ness and knowledge of our future
employees. This is an important
investment in these communities
and our future in Alabama.”

“‘We are looking forward to mak-
ing this connection with edurators
in our area to make a real difference.
in science and technology opportu-
nities for our students,” Meganck
said. “This is an exciting step for- .
ward for our schools, our communi-
ties and our company.” T

Information coordinators: The wave of the future.

In 2 future wor lace defined by
remote project teams, instant com-

workplace experts,
OfficeTeam will release an edu-

by administrative assistants by 2005,
executives in the same survey cited
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@The Anuiston Stav, Tuesday, April 27, 1999 Page 1B
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Ken Elkins/The Anniston Star
Blake Hamilton, plant manager for the Solulia Anmston facility, announces the company plan to help schools upgrade their technological pro-
grams. Eleven school systems, including Anniston and Calhoun County, are eligible for $250,000 in technologlcal grants. The company
announced the grants Monday at Cobb Elementary School in Anniston.




