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Nr. Pharles Wesley Dunn
608 Fifth Avenue
New fork City, Rex York.

Dear| Hr. Dunnt

N L Without entering into further diseussion of the precise role which

" siaald be played by the University Leboratory in matters such sz we have hed
under consideration, I am complying with your reguest that I give my own
snelysis or interpretation of the Tpublic responsibility® cleuse of the
sgreemont &s drafted by you.

As a aember of this medical fsculty, I sm accustomed to assuming some
regponsibility for the welfare of individusl pstients and for the health of the
community &3 & whole on mstiers on which I am informed. Az e doctor and an.
investigator, I =zm no%t unawere of the necessity of asintaining strioctly
confidential relationships. In &ll the work done in this Leboratory on bhehalf
of various industries I meintein the dusl sttitude of the doctor who has &
patient to wshom he must saintain s confidentisal relationship snd who, st the
same time, as sn investigator snd teucher is charged with a rosponsibility for
the dissemination of useful informstion to his collesgues. In genersl, this
{3 not very difficult,

In the present instsnce, I snd the stsff are interested chiefly in
the solution of the public health problem. If it 13 satisfactorily solved the
publication of thet faet is not likely to e s matter of genersl sclentific
or medical luportance. On the other hend, eny matter of resl selentific impor-
tance or of genersl significence to medicel men which might develop out of the
work should be made avalilsble through the proper chaennels. It would be ay
duty under these circumsisnces to zee that the information be given im such a.
menner as not to injure those whe in good faith hed come to us snd hed worked ‘
with us in the solution of thelr problen.

In my experience no greal difficulty is expericnced in satisfying
both of the above purposas. A spirit of fairnsss and imparilality suod soms
understending of besic humsn velues, &3 well s of mutusl iaterests, is
required of all parties involved. Frank open discussion of any cantroversial
detsils may confidently be expected to prevent difficulties. -

I trust that the zlove stabement clarifies ay position to your
satisfection. Obviously, I csn go no further since I csnnot tske auy position
which is prejudiciel to the exercise of my best Judgmemt sas the facts develops

Very cordially yours,
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