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Trade Press
INVENTOR 

OF BOTTLE

MACHINE

HONORED

On hand in Toledo last 'month ¡or the, unveiling of the plaque honoring the late Michael Owens 
Were: CL to r.) William E. Levis, director and former president and chairman of the hoard of 
Owens-Illinois ; John D. diggers, chairman of the board of Libbey •Owens-Ford; L  P, Levis, Owens- 
Illinois board chairman; and Harold Boeschenstein, president of Owens-Coming Fiberglas.
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H T he 100th anniversary of the birth of Michael J.
Owens, whose invention of the automatic bottle 

blowing machine in 1903 revolutionized the glass industry, 
was marked last month in nationwide ceremonies.

Placjues commemorating the birth of this inventive 
genius were unveiled on September 3rd at 34 plants of 
the Owens-Illinois Glass Company in 33 American cities, 
around the country.

In Toledo, where Owens did the major part of his 
work on the invention, the heads of three glass companies

irticipated 
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stockholders and serving well the container needs 
millions.''

The son of Irish immigrant parents, Mike Owens w 
to work in a Wheeling, W. Va,, glass plant in 1869- H 
ten years old, he was one of the 6,000 children who wort 
12 and 14 hours a day in the industry.

While working for the Libbey Glass Company 
Toledo in 1903, Owens produced the first workable au 
matte bottle machine. It had 1" 000 parts and was c 
of the ̂  most ln had invented up
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INVENTION OF BOTTLE MACHINE 
COMMEMORATED BY GLASS MAKER

orip.
Tho man who made glass production one of

t «  country s first automated industries was honoredof the Owens-
from coastSeptember S, 1959, at 54 plants 

Illinois Glass Company in 33 cities

MICHAEL J. OWENS was honored with a glass plaque unveiled 
Sept 3 at the Libbey plant of Owens-Illinois m Toledo, Ohio, the anni- 
where Mr. Owens did the work on his first automatic glass- . 
forming machine. Similar plaques were hung in 33 other O I i ’
plants simultaneously, commemorating the 56th anniversary of as Owens 
the Owens Bottle Machine Co. Present at the Toledo ceremonies la<j e glass 
were the heads of the thtee glass firms that bear Mike Owens’ ¡„j,

to coast.
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'M ike Owens Day' Marked By Leaders Area Class 
O f Companies Bearing inventor's Name onor

J r i .  J *  U ' W C I I lGlass Plaques, Industry Chiefs These materials may
Honor Genius Of Man Whose Machine w rit^ n ^ rm ^ i^ 0^  
t  i u j T i c n rr the written permission oflook Hand Toil From Bottle Making the staff of the

Top . executives of the three major glass companiesWard Canaday Center 
which carry the name of Michael J. Owens joined today 
in observing “Mike Owens Day.”
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It w a s approi 
m ain cerem ony  
M ike O w ens sho 
the Owens-Illinc 
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VINELAND — Kimble Gla 
;Co. here, a subsidiary, and tl 
’Owens Illinois Glass Co. plant 
Bridgeton joined with O-I plan 
in 30 other cities at precisely 
a.m. yesterday in honoring &

bottle 1 V im la 4 id  >
ized tl i
years ago.

Flanked by city officials, plat 
heads hung plaques commemi 
rating the 100th birthday of Ov 
ens.

Merle B. Thompson, Bridgeto 
plant manager, and Mayor Joh 
J. Spoltore unveiled the plaque i 
the plant’s main office.

Meanwhile in Vineland, Plar 
Manager J. L. Connelly, assiste 
by Mayor Frank J. Testa an 
City Council President Robert J 
Halpin hung an identical plaqu 
in the plant lobby.

Both mayors and plant mar 
agers spoke briefly on the contri 
butions of the plants to the resno/' 
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„tor Of Glass Machine

The Owens-Illinois G lass company in Parkrose last week dedicated a plaque commemorating 
Owens, whose invention o( an automatic bottle biowina machine revolutionized the


