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Deayr Manfreds

As you know, I do not intend Yo be present at the San Francisco nmeeting.
I do agree, however, very wholsheartedly that that ecasion would be the
best poeeible place for a discussion of the prophylactic use of EDTA.

I% would be my hope that out of this discussion should come a directive
to the Council on Industrial Health to publish in the Jowrnal a strongly
vorded protest and recommendation against such a practice. There should
be zn attempt to have such a communication reprin‘bod at the earliest op-
portunity not only in the Arehiveg, the AIBA G Andustrial
Hedicine, but also in as many pertinent trade jma'mls as can bo reached,
This would require that the communication be phrasod go that it could be
easily understood by the layman.

I cen conceive of & sitvation where a bad lead exposure might turn up in
a plant, particulerly & small one. There would be & presumption that

‘the workers alreedy had considerable absorption. It might be justifiable
under certsin circumstances to start administration of EDITA on a semi-
preventive, semi-therapeutic besis, only during the period when more
conventional safeguards wers being introduced, Other than thise, I would
rogard the administration of EDTA, except for diagnostic and therapeutic
purposes, as a most veprehensible practice.

It should be possible to give this matter wide publiclity in addition to
the jourmels indicated sbove. The material could be spread through newse
letters of the IMA, AINA, end similar organisations. Ths safety engl-
neering journals, the news media of the ACGIH, and the various state
asgencies should ba included. I am sure that the Industrial Hyglene
Foundation would piek it up autmtieally

Los Alamo® recently had a serious foraat fire which resulted from some
vell~-intended efforts on the part of & group of amsteurs to clean up a
campsite so that it would mot be a fire hazard. I visuelize the prophy-
laectic use of EDTA as leading us down a path vwhich will have some
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corpees at its end., It is not s dependable or a proper method of preventing
occupational disease, and it is a procedure which should be strongly
condeaned .

Yery sincerely yours,

THOMAS L- Sﬁm; H..D.’
Health Divieion Leader
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