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MONSANTO TO DROP PCBs

Earle H. Harbison, Jr., general manager of Monsanto's
specialty chemical division, announced in late Octmm
company will shut down its polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) unit,
complete distribution of all inventories, and withdraw from the
market completely by Oct. 31, 1977.

PCB's have been a source of concern since the early 1970's
when they were found to persist and accumulate in the enviromment.
Even at low ppm levels, are found to cause adverse effects in
aquatic 11fe and lat tests have shown them to cause reproductive
failures, gastric disorders, skin lesfons, and tumors in mawmals.
Russell Train, EPA administrator, while commending Monsanto's MONS 050568
decision noted, however, that the PCB problem will continue. He
pointed out that millions of pounds of PCB's are already in the

environment. Alternatives to PCB's at present are ofl and silicone
fluids.//

—



