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Here, a summons; there, a conference
Three Midwestern states—lllinois, lowa and Missouri—are next-door neighbors,
but they're poles apart in their approaches to control of industrial pollution

In Illinois this week, state and federal
officials are teaming up to investigate
and prosecute a number of industrial
companies that are already carrying out
waste-treatment measures.

But in Iowa, just across the Mis-
sissippi River, state officials have been
resisting federal demands for a more
stringent antipollution code.

In Missouri, the official pollution
abatement policy is somewhat stricter
than Towa’s but much less belligerent
than that of Illinois.

The contrast in the pollution control

;[ programs of these three neighboring

|
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Midwestern states appears to support
two generalizations:

(1) There’s still a great diversity in
state antipollution regulations, although
some observers think they detect a grad-
ual trend toward uniformity.

(2) States that are more heavily in-
dustrialized tend to have more rigorous
pollution control laws.

So it is that in Illinois, which ranks
fourth among the 50 states in industrial
activity, the approved one-year limit on

_the atmosphere’s sulfur dioxide content
in air-quality regions is a geometric
mean of 0.015 parts per million; Mis-
souri, which ranks 14th in value added
by manufacture, has proposed a slightly

Scott, of lllinois: ‘A conference can drag on
for years—why not take polluter to court?
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more tolerant one-year standard, an
arithmetic mean of 0.020 ppm.; and
Iowa, ranking only 24th in manufac-
turing operations and eager to attract
more industrial plants, has not got
around to proposing such a standard.

Quick on the Trigger: Even better il-
lustrating the different attitudes toward
industrial pollution in these three con-
tiguous states are the procedures they
have adopted to bring any wayward
manufacturing plant into compliance
with state regulations.

The Illinois legislature last year gave
‘the state’s attorney general—boyish-
looking, soft-spoken William Scott—au-
thority to prosecute suspected polluters
in every county and municipality; and
he has been applying this authority
zealously. In the half-year since he was
empowered to castigate polluters, he
has filed about 30 lawsuits against steel
companies, auto makers, chemical pro-
ducers, petroleum refiners and other in-
dustrial concerns.

Scott’s policy: sue- first, negotiate
later. “Conferences have dragged on for
years without solving anything,” he de-
clares. “And if a polluter fails to comply
with the conference recommendations,
you have to take him to court anyway.
Why not do it in the first place?”

Seeking Agreement: Conversely, in

Jowa and Missour, ollution_control
—

- agencies are required to follow an en-

forcement policy of talk first, litigate

Tater, if necessary.

" Harvey Shelt;acting director of Mis-
souri’s Air Conservation Commission,
tells CW that when he receives a com-
plaint about fumes from a factory, the
first step is for the commission to send
the plant manager a warning letter, ask-
ing that he correct the condition that
gave rise to the complaint. If the plant
manager feels that the action is not war-
ranted, he has 30 days in which to ap-
peal. The commission can then ask the
state’s attorney general to seek a tempo-
rary restraining order against the al-
leged polluter; and if the issue remains
in dispute, the court can hold hearings
on a request for an injunction.

“But,” Shell emphasizes, “the com-
mission has been very successful in

solving pollution problems at the staff
and commission levels without going to
court. Most people and most industries
are law-abiding, and therefore we have
taken court action only as a last resort.”

Due Process, Plus: Towa’s procedure
seems to offer industry even greater op-
portunity to settle pollution hassles out
of court. When the Jowa Water Pollu-
tion Control Commission receives a
complaint (usually from a city or other
local official), the commission asks the
state department of health to conduct
an investigation. If the plant is found to
be causing pollution, the commission
notifies the offender and enters into in-
formal negotiations, according to R.J.
Schleikelman, technical secretary to the
commission.

Usually, Schleikelman says, the com-
mission and the plant management
agree on a schedule for construction or
installation of suitable pollution control
equipment, and they sign a consent or-
der spelling out their agreement.

If the informal negotiations do mot
lead to an agreement—and Schleikel-
man says this has happened only three
times in about 150 cases—the commiis-
sion can hold a public hearing and then
direct that certain measures be taken
within a specified time. The company

Shell, of Missouri: ‘We handle pollution at
the staff level, use court as a last resort.'
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From nowon,
strontium carbonai"e
has the field to itself

Barium carbonate makes a good fer-
rite magnet. Strontium carbonate makes a
great one.

And now, FMC is the first to bring it
into large scale commercial production.
Which makes it available forimportant fer-
rite applications.

One is the permanent magnets which
are replacing wound stators in DC motors
—thekindusedinautostarters, appliances,
and lawn mowers. Another potential ap-
plication is in electronic components.

Strontium carbonate has superior
magnetic properties, better performance
over a wider temperature range, and a
higher coercive force—which enables it
to withstand demagnetization better.

SrCO: also has a lower density than
the barium compound, so motor magnets

and electronic components can be made
smaller and lighter than ever before.

And our FMC plant produces a
uniform, high-purity strontium carbonate,
important especially in electronics
applications.

In short, strontium carbonate makes
a more efficient, more permanent, more
reliable ferrite magnet.

So it you're currently using barium
ccrbono’re, ask us how you can start turn-
ing out a much more attractive product.
Werite us: FMC Chemicals, Inorganic

Chemicals Division, 633 Third Ave-
> nue, New York, N.Y. 10017.

FMC Chemicals
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would have 30 days in which to appeal
that order to a state district court; and
the commission would then ask the
state’s attorney general to try to per-
suade the court to enforce the order.
Range of Reactions: As might be ex-
pected, industry is distressed at Scott’s

" slashing onslaught in Illinois, noncom-

mittal about the even-handed approach
in Missouri, tersely approving of Iowa’s
“Come, let us reason together” policy.

At the start of Scott’s crusade, some
industrialists shared the hopefulness felt
by the Illinois press and public that at
last something would be done to alle-
viate pollution in the Prairie State. In
recent months, however, there have
been rumblings of discontent from in-
dustry leaders.

“We don’t question Scott’s sincerity
in this matter,” says Orville Bergren,
secretary of the Illinois Manufacturers
Assn. “All we question is his method.”

Particularly irate is Edward Logelin,
Midwest vice-president of U.S. Steel
Co., whose big plant on Chicago’s
South Side has been under an order to
install certain pollution abatement
equipment. After one suit against U.S.
Steel had been filed by Chicago’s Met-
ropolitan Sanitary District, Scott filed
another. Logelin says the plant actually
is ahead of schedule with a $17-million
water control program slated for com-
pletion in Dec. *70; and he asserts that
the company is the victim of harass-
ment, conflicting interpretations and ir-
reéponsible statements by governmental
agencies.

In Iowa, a completely different reac-
tion is expressed by Charles Thurman,
manager of Monsanto’s ammonia and
herbicides plant at Muscatine. Says he:
“The Iowa Pollution Control Commis-
sion has always been very reasonable on
pollution abatement problems. We have
worked with them for many years and
trust their judgment on these prob-
lems.”

Many people feel that the calm and
reasonable approach is more effective
than the aggressive tactics being tried in
Hlinois; but Scott feels that negotiating
is too often used simply to cover up
foot-dragging. His forceful methods
have attracted the attention of militant
conservationists in other states, and they
can be expected to beat the drum for
the idea that the way to improve the en-
vironment quickly and cheaply is to
“get pollution out of the conference
room and into the court room”  END

Iarge quantltles of
research grade gases,

Matheson has expanded its facilities to offer you prompt service on
research grade gases in quantities large or small. This ready avail-
ability includes Argon . . . Carbon Dioxide . . . Carbon Monoxide. . .
Chlorine ... Helium . .. Hydrogen . . . Krypton... Neon... Nitrogen

.Oxygen ... Xenon. All may be ordered in a wide range of cylinders
and flasks to meet your individual requirements.

Matheson research grade gases are of the highest possible purity. And
Matheson concentrates just as hard on vessel preparation—all cyl-
inders and flasks are vacuum baked to protect our gas quality. Each
cylinder is supplied with an analysis of the gas as sampled from the
batch source. At extra cost, an individual vessel assay may be obtained.

Call Matheson for all the facts on these research grade gases. Write
for our NEW General Catalog No. 27 for complete data.
e
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A Division of Will Ross. Inc.

East Rutherford, N.J.; Cucamonga, Cdlif.; Gloucester, Mass.;

Joliet, 111.; LaPorte, Texas Morrow, Ga.;

Newark, Cal:f Matheson of Canada, Lid., Whitby, Onl 12-69G
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The way to go

The signs are clear: Rule 66 or
variations, such as regulation 3, will be
a fact of life from now on. If you’re
one of the forward thinking companies
reviewing formulations to conform
most effectively, most economically;
call your local Chemistributor today.
We've got the “roadmaps’ to get you
where you’re going with quality
solvents and chemicals from Celanese,
Dow, DuPont, Eastman, Enjay,
Hercules, Monsanto and Humble.

On route 66, we'd like to be your
friendly “travel” agents.

_ the
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