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Dear Dr.Kehoe *

, I t r u s t  ¡you'■ will f o r g i v e  me w r i t i n g  to  you without  
any in t r o d u c t io n  on the  su b je c t  o f  lead  p o iso n in g ,  but  
yoiir r e p u ta t io n  a s  an a u th o r i t y  in  t h i s  f i e l d  i s  such tha t  
I should welcome your v iews on a p a r t i c u la r  a sp e c t  of the 
problem. ! . . ,

The Sub-Department o f  I n d u s t r i a l  Hea l th  of t h i s 
U n iv e r s i t y  has r e c e n t l y  been concerned w i th  the  problem o f 
lead p o is o n in g  a r i s i n g  among sh ipb reakers  u s in g  o x y-a c e ty le n e 
burners on h e a v i l y  leaded s h i p s ' p l a t e s , ana we have been con­
s u l t e d  on the matter  in  an a d v is o r y  c a p a c i t y .  Obviously i t  
would be d e s i r a b le  to carry  out r o u t i n e  haem ato log ica1 b lood 
exam ina t ions ,  but the c a su a l  nature o f  t h i s  employment r en ­
ders t h i s  ex tremely  d i f f i c u l t  i n  p r a c t i c e .  Y»re are t h e r e fo r e 
a t te m p t in g  to a t t a c k  t h e  problem a long  the l i n e s  of improving 
the o p e r a t i v e  techn ique and d im in ish in g  the' hazard to the 
workers.  One advance which we th ink  we s h a l l  be ab le  to put 
i n to  p r a c t i c e  i s  the in t r o d u c t io n  o f  pneumatic c h i s e l s  which  
cap shear the ^afoifcoff the p l a t e s  f a i r l y  q u ic k ly ,  and thus 
p r e se n t  a su r face  w i th  only  t r a c e s  of lead  open to the f lame
o f the burner .  Me a re  a l s o  c o n s id e r in g  the use o f  s t r i p
e x p l o s i v e s  to r e p la c e  the o x y -a c e ty le n e  burning in  the cu t ­
t i n g  o f  the  p l a t e s ,  but i t  looks  a t  t h i s  s tage  as though 
subh a techn ique  would be uneconomic.

I t  occurred to me that in  the Un i ted  S ta te s  you might 
be f a c i n g  a s im i la r  problem, a s  sh ipb reak ing  i s  l i k e l y  to be 
c a r r ie d  on there on a la r g e  s c a le  dur ing  the nex t  few y e a rs 
j u s t  a s  i s  the case h e re .  I should be most g r a t e f u l  i f  you  
could su gges t  any way of red uc in g  or e l im in a t i n g  the occur r ­
ence o f  lead  p o iso n in g  in  t h i s  i n d u s t r y .

Hours si n c e r e l y , N 6217
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