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Dear Dr. Kehoe,

I trust you "will forgive me writing to you wi thout
any introductior. on the subject of lead p01qon1ng, but

'JOEr reputation as an authority in this field is such that

I should welcome your views on a particular aspect of the
j2d blem.

The Sub-uepartmeht of Industrizal Eealth of this
Unlveralty has recently been concerned with the problem of
lead poisoning arising among shipbreakers using oxy-acetylene

%ner« on heawyiiy leaded ships'plates, and we have been con-
ouPted on the matter in an advicory capacity. OCbviously it
wonld be desirable to carry out routine haematological blood
examinations, but the casuval nature of this ennloymert ren=-

Es thig extremely difficult in practice. 7e are threrefore
at empting to attack the problem along .the lines of improving
the operative technique and diminishing the bazard to the
workers. One advance which we think we shall be able to put
into practice is the irtroduction of pneumatic chisels which
can shear the paidtoff the plates fairly quickly, and thus
present a surface with only traces of lead open to the flame
of the burner. - Ve are algo considering the use of strip

losives to replace the oxy-acetylene buruning in the cut-

Eg of the plates, but it looks at this stage as though
suF a technigue would be uneconomic.

It ocourred to me that in the United States you might
be| facing a similar problem, as shipbreaking is likely to be
carried on there on a large scale during the next few years
just as is the case here. I should be most grateful if you
could suggest any way of reducing or eliminating the occurr-
ence of lead poisoning in this industry.
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Yours sincerely,
A

|

Terturer in Induefrial Med icdre .
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