FILE NAME: Talc (TALC)

DATE: 1972 Apr 25

DOCH: TALCO65

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: Letter to FDA from Barry Castleman



Vi

Apxil 25, 972

Jebn M. Gowdy, M.D.
Ausistant Divester for isdicsl Affaize
Division of Colews & Cossmtics Tostmalogy
Offiea of Prodwet Tackooloegy

- Dupsytuent of Baalth, Rdwsstion, and Velfars
Yood and Drug Admtinistration
Wanbiagton, 2.C. 20204

Bany Dy, Gowidy:

for Wwwmmwmuu,mmmwmmm
wy suncern sbowt pressnt widespraad svailsbility to sn wavary
pblic of ssbeston-and tale-omtaindng produsts.

Ashastes i & generic tern applied te & growp of hydusted silicsta
ninaxsls that separsts vasdlly ints fibeve. Mmm;nmn

sexpontine-shtyworiing swphibolos-srecidelice, smonite, sntheephylite,
trmmlite, and sctiselite. Abowt 933 of the worid ewtput is chuysetile.

Hoxtality stuliss of ssbastes werkers in ninisg, processing, and
mmammmmmmmmm
suphaure to such of the wajer types of seshastos is sosecinged with very high
ineldence of sarvtain forws of cancar and sabastosis.

toain 1in M um with long~
mx&m#mmnmmmmmm.mma
amM(MM)#MwaW
populatio 1a 0.0 to 0.1% of all deaths, is &
ralatively frequent coeurrencs swoug ssbestes workers sud their famiites, and
saighbors of asbhastos plaats and mines. m;mmmmwm
basn found te cceur do thyes to fourfeld ancess sacng some growps of ssbostes
vorkazs studied. Among the faswlation workews studied by Saltheff, 40% of thoess
doad by 1971 dled of the sdove csvese, in excsse of tha mexEslity axperiencs
which would be supected {n this group Desed on spwapecific U.8. death vates.




mwaam«mu '
wam'umwmmmxmumnmwwﬁ

mmmummxnmuummﬂ
curve for sxpesurs of human peprintions to wdeeton. The “WM:»»
Iow that it Deen't beus Ldemeified, wmmmiﬁ.mm
nmmmm of misothalions swng sov-sabeston werkers
io ahiprerdevliorn a mmmwmmuwfma
amv;'m. wni sadghbors of sabastos nines, procassing plamta, snd

By 1863, it wos wall setebilished thas ssbestos, sspecially sshentos
insulating matariale, were very basardows. Yat, oprived ashestes firegrvecting
{nsudiation was yeed from 1938 watil 1971 4n the nomatxuction fndwstry bafove
Chdsage wnd Boaten bossaw the ivet cisies ¢4 ban ite wee, This astertal 1s
mwm»mmmmm,mz.m,mmmm

werkara (caxpantove, Slectyicians, sto.) worked fu thows stwucturss svexy Yeor
and Shern iu evexy Yeason to sapect & peeuliing opidesic of arhestes csnner
g those workers, stavting in the 1990's.

Sfmilarly, hanevde sxiat in sond cosswey products whave ssbeetos
mumwmmmammum Boaaple:  dry-aix
powdone for making puppsis snd nepks in salioels, chanp elgers
{ss & bindew %o augwent “sohewiwensis of the ash” ,WM*smu
mn,m:w.wmmw mw.muwwzmmm

am,mummmmm

(Yox a sove sonpists list, I vefer you te Professvr X.J. Wﬂ.

Sinad Suhoel of dedicton, 100% F¢. sud 525 Awenus, New Yok, MM
Asbentos is waed in thousands of preduxis, mx*am;m‘:mm
ase & M, L one exiate. Shviowsly, &th ssosssary to prove that
saeh of thoss sppifestions is hamsrdous befovse  takdng sny sexien.

Muamﬁmznntmmwmmmﬁm

?
!
]

!&mwmm“mm»m of lmg ecsmoex
(Kleinfeld sipl, ARCH. BNV, HRALES, 14, 963, 1967).



A vecank cavs vapore (Hiller g » MED, M (#&sﬂ?ﬂdumm
talonnis gave his dackgrowmd an &"!‘m' to 1950 ba slesoed the
mmm«mwwmmamm

pochaging wwbbar osmdome.” Is f¢ standaxd practice te sarket condems which
sre dusted with tels?

. T# wo, 15 this necousary, or could s less suspect metarisl, sorm
staxch fox sxamgle, be vesd fnstead? I wedswetend thet eontvsceptive disphragus
sve alse tale dwted by nanufactuvars. Seversl papars have sppaayed suggesting
Muamwmmwmummamm ,
mmm mmm.zmmumg
mmmmﬂmm»tmmmNﬂstg

The problam with this is, thers is good Tesson B0 suspact it is &
sancioogen But the subjust has received wery Jittle stisatics in the past.

In the din 3ighs of swr presant inowledge, vornscasssry applicstions of
%mmmmummmummmamm
gomn undar foderal screkiny end repulatios.

WM“MM:&M!!M Ceaupatioanl
Mum’wmm&mmxﬁm;memn
dtasans hasands asnectated with cosmmity ssbestes air peliukion by Selfkelt

ﬁm.wummmmm by Selikafl « Oleweality Raperience
Asbosgen Insulatien Workess 1970)+ X hepn thass vetonendes
provide » wete oouplets pistme of £he ssbeaton prodlen mud suawex sons

queations whish sy lekier may have mm.

In additden, I twops you will wxdte or esil (S01-A34-3773) 1f you
ammm«mmtmnﬁuuw@gwm
susvers to. There is o grest deal sove fn ¢he litaveture thap I have been
shie o cewer beve, I would be glad to spand s afterncon vith you sither
hare or in Washbingten disswssing the probleaw of sebsstos and tale.

Youy tyuly yours,

BCrdn
Bud .



