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as far 3s known - in agreement with the results of other Investigators.

Finally jt should he noted that there is an increasing tendency to report
i results of electron microscopic ashestos fihre determinations as gravimetric
_— . concentrations. The reason for this is that during preparation of the speci-

.any men the original fibres are broken down into fibrils, which means that there
T

3

probably is no correlation betwsen nunher of asbestos fibres counted with the
electyon microssope and the nusher of fibres originally present in the en-

— vironment.

2. Food (sec also &, Heverages)

No pertinent data on the ashestos content of food is available. punlita-
.1 tively 3t can be sajd that its conternt depends on two kinds of ashestos
) soUYXCes: .

a. the natural background which depends on the natural astestor content of

80i) and waler. By passing through astwstos contelining gedlogical forma-
tion, the Yatter can pick up consideratle numhers of ashestos fibres
(vide paragreph &);

bh. ashestos which is introduced by nan's action.

In this connection filtratSon vsing asbestos filters and the use of
talcum, which can contain achestos, in food, medical preparations, etc.

should he mentioned.

3. Soil
rar- Asbratos is the generic ternm for » numher of hydrated silicates which
This can be separosted into flexible fibres (see Chapter 1). Though consercial de-
posites arc found mainly outside Western Europt, the minerals are widcly dis-
tributed and in som: regionz the soil can contain ]argg'amounts of asbestos.
e This §& well knowt, in regions of Finland and Bulgaria but >ﬁl§s too for re-
10 Qions in !taly'and Francic. JU is clear that at these pihu"s tg?\qipcstos
exposure Jevel can L~ consideralle but no quantitative data dve anSl:ble.
4. Water and beveragis

A restricted nunhor of data arc availahle for asbestos perticles in
ground, surface and drinking water in mains.&nd at the tap of the consuvmer.
3 Most of the data relates to serpentine yock containing arces in Cenadas and

c - in the U.S.A. The first published data origined from Cunninghar and Pontefract
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