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Dr. L. B, Hitchcock
President and Managing Director

Soutr-ern baluo:ma Alr Dollutlo‘i “‘oundatmn

704 ::outh unrmg btreet
Los Angetgs 14, California

Dear Doctor Hitcheock:

Please accept my thanks. for your kind letter of July 2. I should like you
tc feel sure that I and my associates will be as helpful as we can to vour

‘croup.} We regard air pellution and water pollution with genuine concern

s major provlems of modern urban life, which will continue to grow in
y;“uncanc.a; . Los sngeles is of prime interest in connection with air
siluticn, since tha fx,cuha; conditions there have resulted in 1fr=: having

xceeded she limits ‘;:its ability to rid 1':591{ by natural means; of its

discharge of wastss into the Mmas.ahe-\.. Yet Los Angeles continues to

grow and to incr Aé.se its own environmental ‘problem, which, therefore, raust

be solved oy technical xnean.s. The same general preblem, as well as the wate
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soliuticn m:oolbm, zists in many other of the industrial cities of the world,

and in a few of these the threshold of trouble of ane kind or another has been
nearly “"acl 24, ;:.cf:a::.’ily‘ reached or exceeded. The general problem has
many facets, of which the Aygienic group of considerations is only ome, and,
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a my owidion, nat: now the most iraportant, Sut it ‘will become more and
mere important as ciine goes on, and it may well | he the crucial one irom the .
view of comr)ulsarjr' action. We and many other groups will be inves-
gat:xg these matters for a 13:1:! time to come, and while this is no reason
¥
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o for complacency, it is never-thae-less reason for nroceeding carefully,

economiczliy, and wi‘&z,t e main cbjectives in view. The *3hysici.>t‘ and chemist

‘have the problems of identification and measurement to work out; the meteorclo~

gist and the geographer have the problems of natural movement and removal of

waste materials to solva in a comprehensive mamer; the physiologist and
{pnysm:an have to determine the limitz of saf ety of the thousands of waste
“mmaterials, individually and collectively, not only those of the present but of

. the future as well, s¢ as to set the specifications for safe and comfortabla
“atmospheric enviroament; and the engineer must be capable of converting the
hnysxolo ist's SPLCL&;C&'{ZIG?&S inte actualities, through proper design of opevating
“equipment of many kinds - transport, manufacturing, etc. This is how it will

e from now on, and unless industry realizes this fully and prepared itself
ndividually and collectively to deal with it, along with its other technolop;ma.l
"eloz*num.s, we shall kave trouble, waste and confusion with increasing
requaxuy and iuuan.,lty

by

. We, in this Laboratory, who ha.vehad,some experience in matters relating
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to indusirial ’:ea..s.th. a.‘-d are sot up tc learn and to teach others, are prepared
at considerable trouble and in ccrve nience to ourselves, to keep in touch with
what is gomo cn in the field. We expect to be at this for a long timeto come.
We are "lad tc see s,cnme‘i:em people . come into the field, and we want to work
with tnem so far as it is pessible to do so.  We have considered the opportunity
which presents itself to make some oose?‘vai:lons in the Los Angeles area in
thls light, aund therefore wehave ‘made a proposal to you.

»u
ﬂ-

In view of your comment on the assistance which might be given by Ethyl
Corporation to the financing of this work, I think I should say that I have thought

that it might be best if the project which we ﬁroooued to carry out were to be
’1‘1 anced By the Fouadation., However, it is my opinion, and I have sc recommended,

srporaticn should make a substantial centribution of money to the
ouadation. I have every reason to believe that this will be done. In additicn,
Mr. Cholak expects to obtzin technical assistance from them in Los An gelas,
50 23 t3 carry oa the work without undue cost and inconvenieace,

Sincerely yours,

#

Rolbert A, Hehoe, 04, Ik,
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