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SUBJECT. United Nations - Prohibition of Asbestos Cement Products

ACTION REOUIRED: Review for information

Background

On October 26, 1981, Staff spoke with Aleksander Ignatow (Department of
Industry, Trade and Commerce, Government of Canada) regarding the appearance of
James Millette (EPA Health Effects Research Laboratory) on the program of the World
Symposium on Asbestos. After the discussion, Ignatow stated that it had been rumored
that an unnamed group within the United Nations was not approving the use of A/C
pipe. -1t is the responsibility of this "unnamed group" to approve funding and contracts
for water system construction projeects in developing countries.

Discrete investigations by Canadian government officials unearthed an internal
memorandum referencing discussions between United Nations representatives and a U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency official. The official was not named. Moreover,
Ignatow mentioned that the health issue with respect to A/C pipe was compounded by
concerns about pipe damage during shipment and handling. The countries of Iraq and
Nigeria were mentioned as examples.

Current Status

Information supporting the safety of A/C pipe was forwarded to the Permanent
Mission of Canada of the United Nations. Enclosed is correspondence from the Asbestos
International Association further describing this situation.

Additional information will be reported as it becomes available. Since the issue
appears to embrace all asbestos-containing produets, AACPP will coordinate its efforts
with AIA/NA and the Asbestos International Association. If you have any questions,
please do not hesitate to call.
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