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Attentionst Ui, C, ¥, Priow CU '
gﬁmm'r: Dust sSurvey - Jersoy Clity. ﬂ\ 6
Centlomens

“e are attaohing for your infomation a copy of Dr. Gardner's re-
port, giving the results of his dust survay at Jurasocy City, and
also a report in oonneation with the uxamination of the Xerays of
about 200 men at the Jersey City plant.

It appears that we have a very hazardous dust oondition at Jereey
City, and also have a problem with a number of mon who now have
asbestosis and tuburoulosis.

Yo arc taking the necessary stops to provide dust oclleoting and
veniilating equipment, and in the meuniime will provide ronpinbora
to mininize the dust hazard,

The reul problem we heve for oonsideration is that of deofiding what
to do about tho men who now have cn ocoupational disenae, If some
of Lhose men who have asbestosis should muke olaim aguinst the
oompany and reocivo an award, vould the United Stutes Gypsum Company
have to stcnd the entire oxpense or ooculd part of it be prorated to
the formor ownors of the Jersey City plant?

I um attooching a oopy of my letter of Avg uct 1%th to ¥r. Keady,
sut-arizing souan of tho more Important rcints in the report., We
roulize, of course, thet tho manwgoment of our company muat ake

the finecl deoision ns to vhat aolivn wo shall tuke on notifying the
mon who have been oxhuined and wljo livo bLeen {ound to have asbestosis,
tuborouloais, or auvmo othor dlswase, %o 8wll ulso have Lo oome {o
some dvoision in cunnootlon with thao ocontinuntion of tho employment
of our mon who have an vooupational or other diogeuse, Lut wo would
bpproomtu your advice in this ovonnvotlion sinoo you will, of ooursc,

hnve in mind tho lagul considuretion,

% 013, tX. o, ‘7 . yours very iruly,
-w . . N »
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ur. v. L, K‘m.
vioe Preaicent,
0frios,

Ye bave & conprehensive report of dust conditions in our Jersey City
plunt exd a report oo the x-rays of the employees exaninsd at that
plact by pr. cardnor'as organisaticen.

In drief the tiudiagl are:

1. Dilgnolil of asbastosis for five men.
2., Fossidly five additional men bave asdestosis but naca:aary

to gonfirm by cliniocal corrslation.
Se Serious asdsstos dust hagard undsr present operations,

YEAT GONSRITUTES DUST HAZARD:

DFs Gwrdper pocints out that wvarious anthoritiss have tesctatively aug-

gealed a concenvration of five million particles of free silica per
ouble foot of «ir as lizita above which a silicosis bazurd might exist,

and this value has met with soze recognition.

-There {8 no atandard for safs ooncentration of asbestos duat coaparable

to the value Just given for free silioca dust, However, Dc. Cardner :
quotes the results of & asurvey oide in four asbestos fabrioating planta
aod reported in 1935 in Bulletin /43, Department of Labor and Industry
of Fennsylwnia. The {noidence of asdestosis among workers with =ore
tban five years exposure:

Average Dust Concentration " Percentage of Each Croup

. __Yor xach Croup studlied __faving Asbsstosls
44 a{llfea particles per ou. ft. air 732 (8 out of 11 zersons)
17 " ] ) . . . " RTZ (¢ = *» 15 . )
8 e . . . . . 1oz (2 s e 20 . )

The authors of the report conci:ide that it is pot possible froa thelr
findings toc satabdlish the wax:::4 safe oondition of asbestos {n the air,

RUST_ENGOUNTERED IN FLANT

Among them are asbestos, infusziial earth, slate, olay, soapstone, mica
and linestone. Dr. Cardner adv.ies soce of these Gipsrals are definitely

b
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bazardous; sthers are probably not very dangerous although concluaive
proof is lsoking) sand ltlll others have been shown to be practically
harmlesas, -

o) ONRCANTIATION 1IN PLA

Dre Cardner oonsiders coocentration of an sxcess of five million ptrt&q
ales per cu. rt, of air hnﬁardouc. The following conditions were foundg

1. @ din in bnildlng J1 whel'e mon was shoveling asbestos « 2948
aillion partic.et per ou, ft. alr,

8. Inside £3 bin where bagas of aadbestos, clay, stc., were opaned
szd contents pushed into screw conveyora the count wes 22 millica

rerticles,

3, Over the opening of the fourth floor through which the bins ara
supplied the condentration was 79 ajillion perticles,

4. concoatrution where asbastos boards are sawed was 68 xillion
particlese.

S. Loading baga with asbestos cement on firat floor gave « concen=-
" tration of 241 million perticles,
This 18 highly hazardous,

Cther hazardous counts were also givene

The aunnary wnd conolusion from Dre Cardner's report, looking to preven=~
tion, lists the men who should wear respirmtors until dust conditiors
are brought withic safe lizits and iglves detall recoaxserdations on exe~
haust systews, prevention of dust leakage and ventilation,

In addition to asbestosis, there are a nuabsr of other physical digabilie
ties amon,; the men such aas heart diseaze, tuberculosis, syphilis, eta,
There are casea with sotivs munifestations of tuberculostis, -

Case £270 (i. Tarby) bas a unilataral chroaic tuberculosis, jossi-
bility of sapatorium treatzeant of this man should be oonsidered.

Case /344 (vitkowskl), Iz view of the fact that thia irdividual is
only 19 ysurs of age, his coadition should be investigated rur.n.r
to deteraine whether trosa:iseat 1s required.

There sesas to be no auggu‘.f;n of & silicosis hazard at Jersey City. It
Ay ts allegod, 4f onses uariss. ‘hat thoss with tuberounlosis have cone

PLAINTIFF'S
EXHIBIT
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tracted this diieuss as a result of thelr ocoupation.

zCOWEEN N3
l. That inasdiate stepa be taken to provide respirators for those
DeR oovered by pr. Cardner's rocoxnendatiocn., I am suggesting
to ur. Reade and Lr. Remdort that this be done.

2. That proopt actiocn be taken to insitull necessary dust preven-
tion and vontllaticn equipmant, . sa also suggestilug to Mr,
Reads and Mr. Recbert tbat t:i: te dona,

CORPENSATION &‘{ OCCUPATIONAL DISEAZEC

Certain named diseases such aa mercury poisoning, lead poisoning, etc.
coce unader the Coxpensation Act of Hew Jer'sey. However, silicosis and
Asbeataosis are oot paoed apd any clains u:lain, out of these dissases

might bs undcr coxmon lew,

P .‘!’g“URAmE FROTRCT IO

Yor discacss listed under the Conyensation sAaot, we have unlizuited lnsuw
rance prctectior. Our insurance for ooccupationnl discass clalms w=hich
might be made under common law is placed with the Contineantal casualty

Company for the primary coverwge of $3,000 for ons Lerson or aggregate

olaina of 315,000 ia one year. Our excess coverage of 445,000 for ons

Foerson and U 65,000 aggregate ror one yoar is inaursd with Lloyds, If

Oluims are filed both of the cumpuniss may cancel the ooccupatiopul Jdis-
oase coverege,

FQR _CCNSIDERATION

l., what action shall we tuke on notir'iu; the men who have been Z
exuained of the varlous digeases which they have?

2. That uotion #ball we tuke in oonnoaticn with the acortinuation
of the eoployment of our men who have occupational and other .

disenses?

3., ybat action eball we tuke on the tudbercular cases?
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