Siatesman News Services
Breast milk samples taken from
vesidents of the Franklin area show
safe levels of PCB. the Idaho Depart.
ment of Health and Weltare said Fri-

day.
MUk and biood (allﬁ' began for

yed because of the &

tion.
State Health Officer Dr. Edward
GQ!I:W said 105 blood sampies
residents showed

from Franklin-srea

nielenuol PCB. All bloed samples
showed under 3 parts per billion.
Levels up (0 20 parts per billion sre

sreq after PC
tion was found at a Frlnltlin pouitry
farm. PCB. a cancer-causing chem-
cal, was benned in this country sev-
€TAl MOMIS 220,

Breast milk samples were ob-
tained from 8 nursing mothers late
1ast month. State health officiais said
the samples showed PCB levels from
2 to 75 parts per billion. The average
beckgund level in milk from purs-
ing mothers nationwide is @ parts
per billion.

Millions of eggs and most of the
chickens at lhe Franklia farm were

n Wldllnl(m. D.C.. Amistarvt
Agriculture Secretary Carol Tucker
Foreman said testing of mest, egg
products and other loods since mid-

xation from & plcltm‘ muny n
Montans has been contained.

She added that excessive levels of
PCBs generally hove not made it to
the food chain for nearly 8 month,

Intensive testing will continue until
olficials are convinced controls can

ent slaughter of comaminated
animals, Foreman said.
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' PCB level in Franklin mothers’ milk called safe

At the same time as Foreman'san-
nouncement, Montana Mealth offi
clals aﬁd filega) leveis of ihe toxic
chemical PCB have been found in the
eggs of nearly one-thind of the Mon-
tana producers tested so far.

Vern Sioulin, chief of the Pood lnd
Consumer Salety
Health Dcammem. md :Ilqal Pcs
leveis were he eggs of 13

been toid not to market the egg
Two of the companies on the list

officials say they're sure they've di-
verted sll PCB-contaminated food

desiined for human food in the state,
"\Vc are sure there is no futher
inger of my geiting into the food

smply. id Agnculture Director
Bob J. Nk:lelm in 8 news confer-
enee Frhb

. Mickeison ssid,

- "\ll vrmh the tests 80 on, the
chickens are still being fed and are

fmm. bigger than they should be

On Wednesday, the department
996 pi ickens

have already )y and
‘eggs contaminated with PCB. There
‘was no immediate word on what has
become of the products of the other
producers, which included 8 Hutter-
fte agricultural colonies.

Although they are still testing
some 415,000 live chickens, Washing.
ton state Department of Agriculture

from Fors Punm mn the Nyallup
area fourvdt 10 have PCB levels higher
than ailowable limits. A group of
12,500 live chickens stil on the farm

and destined for market were ahn
dest: mderdep-rlm ’up'm«
sion, Mickeison sa;

After PCB conmnlmmn way
mlﬁ in July and lru‘d (23 lﬂml’-

Mo{mummwww
ere destroyed or heid back frony

eomumers.
Contamination of feed and 1and ty
PCB ~ polychiorinated biphenyl -«
sproad to s least 10 states alter accl)
dental leakage of PCB from a trans.
former o the water mpply af
Pierce Packing Co. in Billings, Mom_
Banned in 1976, PCH's are still
found m mithions of slecirical trans)
formers. They have been linked ln

cancer in test ammals. oy
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