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and Robert Walters
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v Washinglon )
Yltter conylsints about
-overacalons foderal re{:ula!lom
have become a popular dem
within the buslness communl-
1{. But tuo often Ipnored svo
«Abe corporate excesses {hat
requlre government control In
o puiblie interest,.
One " current ease In point
- fnvolves the Monsanto Co., a
8. Loulsbosed fitm that has
emberked upon & mullimiiion-
do“lr,propngnmln cnm{nlcn to -
counter  “an hrrvational, anti-
chemical mood that seems to |
be aweeping the country,”
Nonsanto has good reason o
be  eoncerned  about  that
puiporied threot because it §s
one of the nation's largest
producers of Industrial
chemieals, “Our fndustry, our
company, our fJobs arc at
olake,” e company says in &
slick brochure, .

“Yhe publlc s being fed &
dully dict of .bad . chemlesl
news.  In newspapers  and
magarines, - On  radlo  and
television,”  clatms  that
b buoklet, “The messnge comes
through  loud and  clear:

< ‘Chensieals are dangerous,'” .
While  “not  opposed  to
' ovornment regulation”
Jonsunto  wirns:  “Banning
possibly hermful chemicals s
*oonly one way the governmeni
o erfppde cur Industry, Over-
vepulation & Just as serlous a
threat”
In an cffort to Snfluence
utdtle opinlon, Monsanfo has
' Inunched o “Chemnteal Facls of
M program with a budpet
+of $1.2 million Jast year and
. §4.5 mitlion this yoar.

© Yhat money W) puy dor
. Aelevision  commbrelals  with
“emotional Impact,” may-
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ABOUT THE ARVICLE

Federal regulations, They
oren't popular, They drive wp
costs, They cause headaches
for  businessmen  and  con-
sumers alike.

But Jost i all of that fs why
they were nccessary in the
fivst place, :

In this arlicle, Newspaper
Enterprise Association eouin-
nists Martha ‘Angle and Robert
Walicrs give an  example of
why some federal regulations
are required from & consumer
polnt of view,

azine  ads  elmed at
Miboughllcaders,” a documen-

tary movie, traveling exhibits
and “a huge cadee of Monsan-

to employees giving specches .

st every level.”

Bul the publicity blitz has
barely mentioned poly-
chlorinated biphenyles
(PCRs) « a bighly toxic, ex.

tremely peislstent fanilly of

Industrial chemieals produced
In this country for many years
exclusively by Monsanto,

Rack -in 3970, the late Rep.
William ¥, Ryan, D-NY,,
eiting carly sclentific warnings
aboul PCE dangers (o humans,
called for ririet federal con.
trols. ho Indignani company
astured him that Jt was Laking
voluntary action “fo insure
that  (PCBs) present  tho
minimum passible thyeal,”

By mid-197), however, PCH
Jeaks Dad produced one of the
major ehemical disasters of
the past deende, Food products
stired, eonfiseated, desticyed
or banned by fcderal officlals
b of ¥CB Inatl

In 9030 and 1071 Inctuded:
More than 400,000 eges In
Virginia and North Carolina,

50,000 pounds of {urkey roll In
South Carolinn, 50,000 furkeys
in  Minnesola, and 350,000
chickens $n Malne, New York
and North Carolina,

Even after the widespresd
daniage  became known,

“Monsanto clalmed #t was being

victimized by “searc tactis,
politlenl chavges and scnsa-
tional  headlines, ‘'‘Last
autumm, however, the company
finally balted ol PCR -produc-
tion and distribution.

Many of the cases In the
early 10905 resulled from &
single major PCb spill, con-

. taminating 82 miNion pounds of
fish meal. But subsequent, Jess

dramatic secpagio Into e food
chain makes I'Chs a_continu-

ing threat to public health.

ORIGINAY. COLUMN
by Martha Angle and
Robert Walters
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ed oppose regulation most

' years,

An estimated 300,000 tons of
PCHs have escaped fnlo the
environment during the past ¢

One  Environmental
roteclion Ageney sclentist oy
warned of “gross contamina-

fon of the global
ecosysten.”
PCiis  unfortunately ere

soluble in the fatly tissue of
birds, fish, ayimals ~  and
humans. Reeent EPA surveys
have found yeatly Increases of
PCR  yesiducs  dn human
tissue,

*“It was much more persise

“fent than we orfginally

thought,”  coufesses one
Monsanto officlal in 8t. Louls.
“Maybe  we should have
tracked the problem a Bille
harder and a Wit)e faster.”
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