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" EPA Pegs Cost

[EPABanToCost
Nation’s Consumers

CRARLESTON, W.Va. (UP1)
= The voal industry says the 33
willion test of »—zhc »
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PCB o the waterways and h
was In the air. It also
made way lolo the food
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Of PCB

Ban

At $50 Million

Frem AP, UM Diuﬂehu
CHARLESTON — A bea on a car-

transiormers could cost the coal and
power industrics nearly $50 miilion,
according to the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency.

The EPA ban — which goes into ¢f-
fect in February -- will fo:bia the
use of polychlorinated biphenvi
{PCB), which has been used as . fub-
ricant in mining equipment foi some
6" vars. The viscuus fivid was used
wid-ly because it has a very high
he:* {olerance needed for use in the
cna’ industry.

And consumers will probably end
up paying the $3 mallion it's going to
cost the coal industry to halt use of
the lubricant, according to industry
spokesmen. .

“We use PCB extensively in both
sur{ace and decp mining.” said lerk
Haram of Coasolidated Coal Co.
*We've fooking at all ways we can
mert this problem.””

*§ say the coal industry will have
to acquiesce preity hard io it the
new regulations.” xasid Charles
Jones, part owner of Amherst Coal

**The problem is going to be getting
the public to pay for the.n.” he
added. “'How much more pense
from complying with new laws can
we "

ROBIN WOODS of the EPA's pub-
lie information ofiice said ihe ban
will carry fines of up to $25.60 a day
fur nencomphance under the Toxic
Substance Control Act. EPA otficials
said they expect the Mining Salely
and HNo:alth Adnvinictration to assist
with enlatcement

FP°A officials said they discowered
as early nx 1972 that the subituwe
was found 10 cause cancer and nerve

damage in laborstory animals. In -
dition. there I8 no effeclive way to
03¢ of the substance.
federal agency said i esti-
mates that since Monsanato Co. firs)
produced PCB in (he early 1920x,
more than 1.25 billion pounds of the

" texic substance Ras been wseg By in-

dustey . At least 750 million po :nds 3+
still in use. and six million poemis
has been incinerated. the only effer.
tive means of disposal The rest kas
becn dispersed into the environrmcn

“IUs shown up everywhery 1om
k¢ in the Arctic omiothers’ milk in 2
dozen staies ” Ms. Wood san? “in
dustrics used to duomp o'a 1" 13 in the
waterwavs and it was disietsed in
the air. [t also maic its way mto the
{ood chain. There's just o way togrt
rid of it.""

PCH, which has been 30}l unde-
the names Askarel and Pyroma!
ust be out of use in mining machin-
ery hy 1981 under proposed revising
in the law. Presently, cnal com
panics are required to store the thid
in specially constructed drums
There are two dixposal stations in thy
countrv — in Houston. Tex. ant
Bridgcport. N.J. Neilher has bdevn
spproved by the ERA.

. Electrical translonper s enntaining
the substance may re-miain s use v
13t the wear out. said FP'A envicm-
mental engineer Jlal Sovder “Thev
can stlay up as long as they don't re-
quire maintenance beawsc they are
salc containers as lerg as people
aren’t working on theins. W re trymp
to avoid premature refirement of
equipment winn possidle.””

He said several West Virginio
based mining companics have il
ready begun conveiting to other
lypes of lubricants. xuch as mincral

or silicone oils
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