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" s ipn 3intthe eaders‘ Forum/Opinion section of your" R

: mheray: ; acegtﬁ??bmphasis dnithe Wrong-place.” In’ the
nseo 8 itk on ot?theghazardous nature of: asbestos:{s belated,* o

. ' ﬂ? acE&jn the-1930's“that public health’ officials 1dent1- I

; P éﬁpnst{of tgg:prob;emskrelated ‘to asbestos-fiber,:and the more. en]ightened

s distrial firmsitoo “to. protect the health of the workers.
ecqggly ' a disproportionate amount of - pride being expressed

I2) *to-be~
ﬁgompanies aho;succeed in-eliminatjng thetuse: :of. asbestos;fiber.’: Granted::
atéthere are’many:instances where3{t should" be eliminated ‘for pub11c heatth’:
Yyeasons; and where substitute materfals can be used without 1mpa1r1ng the
propertles of the ffnished product this 1s not always possib]e.-_'

ffAs ‘recognized {n your art1c1e, asbestos has many unique properties ‘which have
-no. counterpart in anything .else.” It seems that the first responsibility of
“industry is to recognize when there are no adequate substitutes and then design
e ‘the manufacturing operation in such a way that the fibers are properly confined
£z - -both during and after the processing step. An accomplishment of this sort

. would be more worthy of pr1de than the s1mp]e b]1nd e11m1nat10n ,of the use or
gtasbestos fiber..
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"?‘v;éy tryly yours,-

Leonard W. Weaver

~. LW/rp ST Technical Center Manager
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