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# Consistently a winner and 
yet perhaps not as well 
known as other company di­
visional activities is the oper­
ation of the Somastic Divi­
sion. Heading up in the Los 
Angeles area with its central 
manufacturing plant located 
in Watson at 223rd and Ala­
meda Blvd., near Wilming­
ton, trained crews apply 
Somastic pipe coating using 
special plant equipment on 
new or reconditioned pipe.

By coating pipe with So- 
mastic pipe coating, corrosion 
damage can be prevented be­
fore it-starts. Long range ex­
perience has demonstrated 
under the most severe tests 
in highly corrosive locations 
for already known periods of 
seventeen years that this im­
pervious coating has proved 
the staying quality of its pro­
tection. Authentic records 
established in the A.P.I. ten- 
year pipe coating test* and- 
on thousands of miles of op­
erating lines have furnished ■ 
conclusive evidence of the ef­
fectiveness of this coating.

SOMASTIC
Pip* PROTECTION

Corrosion damage can be prevented before it starts by 
using Somastic pipe coating.

Somastic pipe coating is a special mixture 
of asphalt mix mastic compounded to rigid 
specifications and firmly bonded to the pipe 
as a thick seamless coating. Overlapping 
field joints of the same mixture make this 
protection continuous along the pipe line.

With its. central plant located in an area 
of pipe line concentration and equipped to 
cozt pipe ranging in diameter from Yi" to 
26", BCo's Watson Somastic pipe coating 
yard also maintains a reconditioning plant 
for used pipe as well as a wrapping opera­
tion for pipe that does not require Somastic 
pipe coating treatment. In the field, rail head 
plants can be set up near the line to be 
coatedr’or Somastic pipe coating may be ap­
plied over the trench by mobile equipment.
' The big job of turning out “the answer 
to the soil corrosion problem" is in the hands 
of Somastic Division Manager Jasper S. (Jap) 
Connell and his hard working crew of super­
visors, field office personnel and yard oper­
ating forces totaling some 125 persons.

With a product that combines all the 
physical properties required for an ideal pro­

tective coating including prevention of elec­
trolysis to deterioration from chemical or 
bacterial action as well as mechanical relief 
from distortion, mechanical shock from han­
dling and stock piling and maintenance of 
ductility to withstand field bending or move­
ment, the Somastic Division can claim among 
its satisfied users large pipe line operators, oil 
companies, gas and water and public utilities 
companies. Somastic is manufactured and 
applied in the 11 western states and on 
foreign locations by Bechtel Corporation, and 
in the states east of the Rocky Mountains by 
H. C. Price Co. with whom BCo.’s organiza­
tion has been associated in the handling of 
Somastic for a number of years.
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THE SUREST. MOST ECONOMICAL 
ANSWER TO SOIL EROSION
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OIL AND GAS PIPE LINES
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S. D. BECHTEL

While the (group of pictures surrounding 
this column doesn't begin to reflect the scope 
of out company operations, they do serve to 
call to mind somcol those engineering and con­
struction activities which at the present time 
arc receiving heavy emphasis in our planning, 
thinking and doing. In my travels throughout 
the wot Id. I am more convinced than ever that 
there is a real need for management, service 
and experience such as we arc able to offer, it 
seems to me it is particularly important that we 
become more and more familiar with our com­
pany's ability and thing* it can do because in 
its diversified work there is continued growth 
and expansion. This should be of interest to 
everyone in the Bechtel family.

The special purpose of this issue of 
BECHTEL BRIEFS i* to permit each and 
every one of us to be fully aware of the thing-* 
we arc equipped to do. It is well aKo to ob­
serve that the operating officers and managers 
who in turn represent the key personnel of 
the company have been identified for a long 
time with the particular phase* of company 
operations they now handle.

Operating divisionally we arc in a po-ition 
to offer direct line management. Through this 
method Bechtel Corporation can and docs pro­
vide diversified experience which i* measured 
in large capacities u> well as centralized re­
sponsibility.

I am very pleased upon iny return to the 
United States from my trip around the world 
to note that here at home we continue to be 
“busier than ever.” It is a healthy sign and 
best of all we are ready for n.
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---- in the Field on Substantial
Portion of Standard Oil's 
Rangeley Pipeline that will 
bring crude from Colorado 

Fields to New Salt Lake 
Refinery.

ANOTHtR Bechtel job has just been com­
pleted in the Salt Like. Utah area. It*< 

the protection with Snmasttc Coating of some 
60 miles of IHunch pipe that forms pan of 
the 1Miiile line that will bring crude oil 
from the high country Rangcly field in West­
ern Colorado down into the refinery that 
Bechtel Corporation is building in Salt Lake 
for Standard Oil of California.

Somastic Division Manager Jap Connell has 
once again moved into the customer's area 
with his compact, packaged coating operation 
and set up a so-called railhead plant adjacent

asttc railhead operation* are planned 
move*. Plant detian will permit

Typical of Somastlc Division spirit is title de­
scriptions by division manager, Jap Connell of 
his able Railhead Crew: Left to right: Little 
guy with dark glasses, Red Lemberger♦ fore­
man; teO men with helmet* Bob Davidson, en­
gineer; tall man, Leon Carrott, superintendent; 
man without hat, Joe Cooper, office manager,

to the job “It's aimo«t like a circus coming 
to town.** say* Jap, "to see Supt. Leon Garrett 
unload his outfit on a convenient railroad 
spur and lay out his plant. >tock pile" and 
pipe >torage yard."

With equal ease, when the coating job ' 
done the gang cleans up and is ready to move - 
on to another new location to do the same 
thing all over again. : ' ‘ - -

Somastic protection requires a firm bond of 
coating to thc-^fced pipe which is thoroughly 
cleaned, grit-blasted and primed with Somas­
tic pipe coating primer. Pipe then goes 
thrdogh the coating nozzle where it receives 
the required application of coating material; 
after which it receives a whitewash protective 
finish, goes to the cooling and stock pile area 
and is ready for its permanent installation in 
underground pipe lines as “The surest. more 
economical answer to soil corrosion.**

In addition to Garrett, the efficient railhead 
crew includes Joe Cooper. Office Mgr.: Boh 
Davidson. Engineer; Red Lemberger. Fore­
man. Field joint work on the line is handled 
by Supt. Jim Garrett. The Field Office i" 
located at Charleston. Utah, about 4U mile* 
from Salt Lake City.

Highly mechanised and efficient ntatuts 
unit in ttperation.


