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Japanese Pair Held
Liable in PCB Suit: .
$25.3 MM Damages

_ Kanegafuchl Chemical Indusiry
Company has been found dable in a
polychlorlnateqd bipheiyls poisoning
sult brought by 729 patients or their’
survivors inWesternJapan. The Fuku-
oka Districl Courl has ordered Kane-
gafuchl Chemical and co-deferidant
Kanem! Warchouse Company (o pay
$25.3 milllon In damages.

The compensation ranges from about

M.ouo 1o about $70,000 per plaintiff depend. |

ing on severlty of symptoms. Plalntiffs
¢ asked a total of §48.2 milllon In dam-
ages. The Japanese government and the
Clly of Kitakyushu, also defendants In the
sult, were not held liable.

Kaneml Warchouse, an edible ofts pro.-
duccr, was tinked. in 1968 to an outbreak
nrllcr that yesr in Japan of *Yusho dis:
caxe'’- a somctimes fatal syndrome in-
wolving pustular skin cruptions, plgmenta. «
tlon changes, ancmia and fuctol distue-
bances, Kyushu University  researchers
traced the vutbreak back to PCH-vontami.
nated rice-bran oll processed by Kanemil
Warchouse.

Kanegafuchl Chemical nuppllod Kaneml
with 1’CB, which was uscd ax a heat ox-
change medium. The cooking oll contami-
.nation ovcurred when PCB leaked into the
:ll through piping cracks during process:
Ang.

- Kancgafuehl Chemical and Kanemi were
found negligent n an carlicr PCB sult in
the same court (CMR 10/17/77 pg. €). That
declslon awarded forty-slx paticnis a total
+of $2.6 million. As [n the sult just concluded.
Kancgtafuchi Chemical had argued that it
was not Hable for the consequences of mal-
luncllnnlm, cquipment in & customer's
plant.

Kaneml arguced that Kancgtiafuchl Chem-
feal falled 10 Inform uscrs properly about
PCH toxielty. The court spreed with the
-Kencint asscrtion in both rutings, and Ka-
nepafuchl Chemical has appealed both to
the Fukuoka Bigh Court. PCB production,
mnmhlle has been bnnncd in Jalmn sinee
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The sult just declded also named as de-
fendants the Japanese government and KI-
takyushu City, where Kanenii Warchouse Is
locsted, since these authoritles are respon.
siblc for the safety of processed foods.

But Fukuoka District Court held that the
Televant laws leave to government disere-
ton the nature of xafety cheeks to be car.
rled out, and that the authorities did not ig-
nore thelr responstbility unreasonably,

In additlon to two suits, Hugation

brought by t55 other PCB poisoning pa-
Hents is still pending in Fukuoka bistrict
Courl, while another clvil suit is pending in
Hiroshima prefecture, (More than 1600 Jap-
anese have recelved government designg:
Uon as PCR victims,)

The Fukuoka District Court has also
completed hearings In a eriminal case
brought agalnst officers of Kanend Ware-
house Contpany on the wm(-lnlm of a group
of PCB patlents in 1968 A rullug Is enn-u
edlater lhl» month.
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