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September 27, 1976

MOTOR Magaxine
1790 Broadway
New York, New York 10019

Attention: Mr, Robert J. Cerullo
Daar Mr, Carullo:

This is to reply to your latter of September 20, 1976 concerning Dr. Selikoff's
write~up in the Daily News.

In mnewer to the quastions in your latter--yas;. wmost brake linings on
todey's cars contain asbestos., The disc brake and drum brake linings used
on most Amsrican passenger cars amnd trucks contain about 50-60X asbestos.
The asbestos is "locked in" to a matrix of resin and other materials. The
asbestos by itself is not free. The problem with asbestos occurs if a
shop grinds and cuts brake lining segments without good dust collection
systams, Also, there is a problemséduring the removal of old brske linings
praparatory to a reline. During removal, dust from the braka system can
be inhaled if a machanic uses a air hoss or dther proceduras that tend to
raigsa dust in the shop. It had besn comson practice in brake shops to use
air hoses to clean off brakes. It is not a good pracgice.

As regards your question concerning my reaction to Dr, Selikoff's remarks,
I did not read the article fully, I did see the headlines in the New
York Daily News. I am not a mddical authority and am in no position to
digcuss eptdemiological ‘daka;on which™Pr. 52likoff -projected this! high
mortality for people repairing brakes. If those working with brakes in
service centers are sufficlently alarmed by Dr. Selikoff's remarks to
int{tiate good work practices in the shop, his remarks maysbé:helpful.

As regards the accuracy of his remarks, I don't believe I'm qualified to
comment .,

Along this line, I might suggest contacting the Asbestos Informatiom
Asgociation, (AIA) 1835 K Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20006, Becauss of
the proposed OSHA amendments concerning asbestos in the workplace the AJA

has undartaken costly consultant studies on ths difficulties with the OSHA
regulations and the madical evidencs in support of the proposed amendments,
While they umay-have data concerning the madical aspdctscofupsat occupdtional
exposuyes ito dohastos available,.-epidemiologicak:dat4:is-not -conclusive. " .There
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is ssbestos dust in the factories that mmufacture friction naterials.
Off~hand, it might be assumad that past dosage snd time effscts of asbestos
in the fastories would have basn more serious than sporadic high counts that
wdght be present in braks shops. Most of the epidemielegicsl studies on &
asheskos in the workplace have baen done in the factories that ingrodwos
asbastos into products such ss brake linings, floor tiles and constrestioa
materials, Thare is very littls spidemiologicsl data em brake service shops.

I'n enclosing some items that may ba of halp in your work., One is & 3 page
write-up sntitled, “Asbastos Dust Control in Brake Service Centers.” 7Tha
Friotion Materials Standards Institute, with ons of ity vesbers making ths
major contribution, has drafted thase couments on good dust coatrol in the
brake sexrvice areas. We dalieve that with good house-kewping and good work
practicss that the ashestos dust problem can be sasentially eliminated in
the brake shop. I'm also enelowing a copy of an articls that appeared in
Brake and Front ind Sexvite in May 1976 concexning asbestos in tha workplace
and some of the recommended equipment that is haing usad to controel it.
I'm alss anclosing a copy of a latter put out by tha Nationsl Institute
lor Occupationsl Safaty and Haalth dated August 8, 1975, This latter by
William Idoyd of NIOSH discussad some of the problexs in the braks
lhapa and had gome recormended procadures forx asbestos brake and clutch
B‘mmso

I hwpe tha enclosures snd comnents are Nslpful to you conceraing your

artiala to appear in MOTOR Magasina, I'd ba ioat pleassad to resceiva a
copy of your article when it is published,

Sincarely,
FRICTION MATERIALS STANDARDS INSTITUTE

RWD/1me R: W, Drislane
Bocs. Executive Director

P.S.: I am enclosing also a just-received page from a Raybestos-Manhattan
catalog entitled: "Recommended Procedures for Reducing Asbeatos
Dust During Brake Servicing."”
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