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METROPOLITAN LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY

FREDERICK H. ECRFR. (Aurrman o the ey
L’:R“\ .'\ . Ll NCOLN, Prsublent

-

NEW YORK CITY - --

ANTHONY L ANZA MDD,
oMasistant Niediral hreetir

December 13, 1937

¥r. Mznfred Bowditch, Director,
Divisicn of Occupatioral Hygiene,
[ 23 Joy Stireet,

Boston, ¥ass.

Dezr Manfred:

A recent nuzber of the Public Hezlth Rejoris had a survey of
an asbesics piant made by Bloonmfield and one of his staff. They state thet
everytaing considered they tainy five million pacticles is & pretiy fair
thresngld limit for the asbestos {ndustry and I agree witn.tzem.

I do not imow wkat to say about Mr. Dewey's opinion and I can
not imagine upen what the opinion is based. (Of course, the asbestos pecvle
1n Caneda heve advanced that idea for some time as an explanation of why as-
bestos seems to be mare clisically severe in England than in tais country -bus
I bave always had the feeling thut their argument was motivated by self-inter
ratier then to make a scientilic contribution. I 2ave had the feeling for so
time t-zt(asbestosis is preiiy mich of a mare's nest anyray. I do not doubt
tzzt asbestos dust in sufficient quantity will cause a pulmonary fidrosis. I
an zot sure bzt a52sg:Qgié_ﬂlgng_nill_pnnsins_disahiligz_ﬂz_dg;ihg I tzink
t-" 13 tad .eported ceses of fatal asbestosis tzer have put the czrt before

the hor?e - tnzt ie to say, these individuales have died of heart disezse and
because taey worxed in an asbec<de p.ant end bad some lemonarw fibrosis, tne:
deaiss were cizrged to asbestosis. In the complicated cgses, dezth was due i«
tuberculosis. Tuberculosis and heart disesse are #e= two.leading causes of
death among industrial workers and it is to be expected that the asbestos wori
would bave their quota. EHowever, this is just an opinion of mine.

I am engaged now in running down all our decth claime from as-
bestosis. Some time in Jamuary or February, I want to go up to Boston becaus
in tazis series wiich we have, the only post-mortems were taose done in Boston

"by Dr. Timothy Leary and, incidentally, I may use your gooc offices to get an
{atroduction to Dr. Leery as I wmant to discuse these cases with hir.

test regurie.

Sinca:-ly yours,

8""‘1
A, Je IAn-h, V.o
aAssistunt Kelicel Director 2

~M~, . . . /»,. '}é___



