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PCB pofiution hss extended even t0 such remote spOtE a8 this lake in South Alrice.

SAFETY & HEALTH

The evidence mounts against PCBs

For the first time, PCBY, & group of
chemicals that have long been sus-
pected of causing illnesses ranging
from dermatitis to cancer, have been
pinpointed as the cause of severs} in-
dustrial eancer deaths. Mobil Corp. an-
nounced that 7 out of 92 workers who
waere exposed to PCBs from 1083 to 1958
st its Paulsboro (N.J.) refinery devel-
oped cancer. Six have now died, and
Mobil says two of the deaths sre attrib-
uubh u pces, which the company used
to my ste at that time.
And ln ln unpubli:mdyuudy _ﬁumu
Co., the vole U. S. producer of the chem-
lenll. reports that an sbrormally high
number of ite deceased workers had
died of lung eancer.
The fatality reports added further
to this week

dincharge to no more than one part per
billion by January, 1978. Most users say
they cannot possibly meet this dead-
line, and they will ask for a one-year
extension,

Monsanto has told users it will end
PCB production by late 1977 and that its
stockpiles will be depleted by May,
1978-a few months past the January
deadline. “Why spend millions [for ef-
fluent-control equipment] to cut dis-
charges for six months? asks Clifford
H. Tuttle, president of Aerovox Indus.
tries Inc., a manufacturer of electrics!
equipment. He says that the industry
is 18 to 22 months away from convert-
ing to substitutes for PCBs.

For its part, the EPA in sympathetie
to tho Indultry s plight. “The propossd

that rCBs, which are widely used as in-
sulating fluids in transformers and ca-
itors, are more prevalent than any-
one had previousiy suspected. The
Environmental Protection Agency has
found PCBa in mothers’ milk in tests in
10 atstes. And Yvonne snd Algirdes
G ors from South Ds-
Kota State University, told an Ameri-
can Chemical Society convention that
pcas have shown up in dengerous
quantities in such unlikely places as
lskea near South Africa's Harte-
beestoort Danmt.
Poderst Neits. These disclosures further
compliosts an airesdy eomplox legal
battie between electrical equipment
manufacturers, nnvinnmcnhlilu. and
the £PA. In July the sgency called for a
reduction of PCBSs in & plant’s efluent

do pressnt some diffi-
cultien to the users.,” notes R. Kent Bal-
lantine, an engineer in £PA’s standsrds
division,

But the sgency’s hands may be tied,
It recently signed a consent agreement
to eond an snvironmentaiist-sponsored
lawsuit that would have forced it to
step up control of toxic substances. Un.
der the agreement, EPA must immedi.
ately start setting up standards for
several toxice, including rces. Dy law,
it must enforce the »cn standard
within & year of its enactment. The
agency has aiready asked Congress for
legisiation that might allow it to ex-
tend the pcp-enforcement desdline,
Aside from £Pa’s moves, the House and
Senate have passed separate billy ban. -
ning PCB production, but have mst re-
solved differences in conference. .
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