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Ceiling tiles found to

Offcials 3t Burlington Coumty -
College m Pemberion, N ). are
grappling wuh the fint casc of
a new loxic contamination
prublem. Acowncal ceiling tiles
arc shedding PCHs into the air 16
and onto the walls, floors and |,
furnishings of 1heir primary
classroom and office building. | 2
The manufacturer of the tiles Py
saya it may have produced sev- |\’
eral mithon sq fi of the
product.

The dles, made by Arme
sirong World Indusiries Inc.,
Lancasicr, Pa., were used in
about a third of the iwo-story,
168.000.5q-ft Lewis M. Parkcr
Center, which opened in 1970.
Siate healh officials do not
consider the level of PCBs. or
polychlorinated biphenyls. to
pose “an immediate nsk,” and
the building is still in use. But
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PCBs

- presdent for finanaial and ad-
«] miniswrative scrvices, savs the
levels have varied with jocation
in the bulding. The sandard
for air set by the National Insii-
tte for Occupational Salety
and H:ll:’h is | microgram per
cwuom, ings m the col-
"““"‘l'm 02 10
334. For surface concenina-
+| tion, the NIOSH limit is :': n‘v;
- ] 3q m, [{
- msinp m'e ranged from
0.09 10 10.48. The reacings are
all below OSHA standards.

But it is the more wringent
levels recommended by NIOSH
that the siate health depan-
ment is using in drafiing xs

proposal for mubie expo-
sure hnmuo inchuded in the
siaie’s public emplovee occy;

tional safety and health l:\\.

savs Kathleen O'Lean, of the

the_cleanup may cost as much
a3 $2 millvon.

“I's 3 new version of rCH
contamination_for evervbody.”
savs Alan S. Todd, diwecior of
indusirial hygiene for Stewart-
Todd Amociates Inc., a consul-
tamt from King of Prussia, Pa.,
that developed a cleanup pro-
posal for the college.

pCos hate been found to
cause skin and lver discases in
workers_exputed to veny high
levels. They are now regulated
by the LS. Occupational Safery
g Hoealldh Admiistration and
the U5 Enuroninental Proicc-
tion Agency, but before their
healih hazards became known,
they were used in 3 number of

roducts for flame resistance.

Revin McCormack, of EPA's ex-
posure evaluation division, says the fed-
ersl agency is investigating. He savs
LPA's economic lechnology division esti-
mates that 6 million sq it of iles were
manufaciured and 2 million sq fi may

they were not released by the fire,” says
Dr. K h R ;

commissioner of the N.J. Health Dept.
He says the fwe was confined 10 one
wing, the structure has 3 number of air

still be in place. § handling systems and the PCB contami-

Pire not sause. PCB were discovered  narion was found afier the fire cdeanup
at Burlingion by state envir iof- was pleted—in areas unafected by
ficials investigating 2 fire in 3 chemical the fire.

siorage vault in the building last August.
But the fire is not believed 1o be the
source of the PCBs. “We're very sure
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The danger of the contamination at
the college 15 2 mauter of some dispute.
Bernard 5. Rosenberg, 1he school’s vice

memt. As of Noember
1 ll;‘mlu will also corer
coumy mumopal workers,
wm the work force
ngon Cwﬁl‘ Cclle't
WIS“ Atz

spokesman for Al ; '3.,'
jor Arm: A .
ing 1969 and 1970, three o the

company’s commercial ceilinyg
tile patierns were umkr:oalcé
with 2 product conaining PCBs
g’mﬂ! by Monsanio Corp.
t. Louis. The paterns are
alled Sanserma, Santagho and
Embossed Design.
_"While we regard the snua-
tion serioush, we don't look at
this as 2 major problen.” a
company man 1ays. He
claims that the company
doesn't have exact numbers but
could have produced “several
million e feer during the (wo-rear
od.” He says the company doesnt
ve “records ing where those coil-
ings were ‘shipped.” it hes been ac-
m searching for installaions by
ing buildings shown in old adver-
vsements of the . Armstrong
and New Jersey officials have cheched
23 buildings so for. But the spokeman
savs only one—a building in Arm.
urong’s own technical center in Pean-
sshvania—had detectable rca coman-
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nation, and this was well beiow the
levels 3t the college.

A Monsanio spokesman says his com-
pany met with Armstrong to discuss the
siuation. “We are skeptical thar there is
3 health prguhc:n hcrc,ﬁ‘ but we have n’:

the 3 ..
says. Monsanio mmﬁh' umtd sell-
ing PCBs for “open uses” could
lead to human expo!

sure in 1971,
The college is faced with the question

of who will pay for the dnmm Both
and Armst say the issue
izmwsin. R y says BCC
would like the manufacturer to volun-
warily absorb all the costs, which he esti-
mates o $! million 10 $2 million.
“We're not paying it,” says Rosenberg,
who did not rule out Tmm
Armatrong savs it is sull investigating
“the exient 10 which the chemical fire
coniributed 10 the problem.”

The cleanup from Stewart-

"t e s ......m"-"-"" oo The
cei PCRe.

space age the ceiting and all surfaces
ers. in five

i et &

Non-PCB tiles i other areas would also

some PCBs over the years.
By Luray Gross 1n M. Relly, N.J.

NJ. toxic cleanups slow

New Jersey is debating a new package of

islaion designed 1o raise money to
continue s toxic-wasie cleanup opena-
tions while Congress continues to mull
over the reauhorization of the federal

§ und !

pa ! bills that would raise
about $642 million over the next five
years is now before the New Jersey sen.
ate's revenuc, finance and appropria-
tions commitee. The legisiation would
increase the corporate business tax from
9 10 9.5% to raise between $40 million
and $60 million for ciesnups. Another
bill would double 0;9 l:s or the “ﬁ

sation Fund, raising an

:;gnllcu;ﬁnmﬂlm 10 $30 mtl’lon per
vear. And another would authorize a
$200.miltion bond issue for cl

40% of the state’s needs over the next
five years, estimated 3t more than $i
billion, savs John W. Gaston, acting di-
rector of the wasie em division
of the ste Dept. of Emaronmental Pro-
tection. DEP is couming on Superfund
and payments from responsible private
parties 10 pav for the rest,

Gaston predicts that the siate will be
worluni on 228 ioxic-wasie sites by
199). New Jersev already has 99 sites
listed on the Superfund National Priori-
ty List, more than any other siate.

Jeanup work is also being done on
another 55 non-Superfund sites.

. Still, some of the .lme"llummml:v'n
in dcm::‘ its_sites been lost
because (h:,’imbili!y of engincers and

The package would pay for about

w0 obtain 5y
Marwan M. Sadat. DEP's former waste

managemenn director. The hﬁlalun
now seems close 10 approving a bill that

would help them procure ty insur-
been

- -Gasion says. the siate is b?im-'m 10
succeed in securing cleanup (unds from
responsible parties. DEP entered into a
$2.2.million agreement with the French
firm Rhone-Poulenc Inc. 1o clean up
contaminated so0il and groundwater a
an insecticide plant last wevk. Ovher ac-
cords are expecied soon, savs Gasion
_“This is making the funcing issues 2
little less critical.” says Sadat. "It is the

P \hat are debili

e
!'uda left DEP two weeks ago to mart
his own environmental and to%ic clean-
. up consulting firms. So {ar, he has been
unable to obain liability msurance for
toxic-cleanup work. .

Groundwater laws urged

A new National Research Council report
is providing fresh ammunition for con-
gressional advocates of leguiation to
proiect groundwaier.

Three groundwater protection bills
that have emerged in the House and
Senate are broader in scope than the
recemh rsm] Sale Drinking Water

the report savs states will need more
help from the federal governmem.

. Sam Gejdenson (D-Conn.) savs
the report supports a bill he recenuv
introduced. bill (H.R. 3906) would

ure the U.S. Geological Suney 1o
enlarge its rescarch in several areas, in-
cluding assessments of how much

L]

Alr rules would affect
all Fiorida trash plants

All resource-recovery plants buill in
Florida will have 10 be equipped with
scrubbers and  baghouses 1o comrol
emissions if the Flonda Depi. of Em1-
ronmental Regulation succeeds in pass-
ing 2 new regulation

DER announced its intent after a siate
:dminiumne heanng officer ruled tha

At‘i"::"l lls on stmes 0 e
we ection areas sround
drinking m :‘ymﬂ.\ydh; .

g d or threat-
ened and how toxic substances behave
in ground and surface water. Another

8 d by Rep. Albert G. Busia-

pporters g
"want something that will reat !
water a3 3 resource, as 10 just
protecting dninking water for drinki
purposes,” says one congressional

nafler.
The National Research Council re-

urges just that. In preparing its
mn.'aw chmril lur\'c)r% [ A

mane (D-Texas) would establish a com-
prehensive siate-federal ‘;qula;or_)
program 1o protect groundwater. It is

wentical 10 one now in the Senate.
The Nac recommends that the
Environmental Protection Agency act
"expedj:ioml_\"' in sening the 1el<onl|-
d i i evels

d County could build a $187-
million, 3.300-ton-per-dav mass-burm
plamt without the aw pollution conuiol
equipment. Because there are no sate
laws or administrative rules gorerming
uash plart emissions. DER aucmpted 10
force the coumty 10 install the egqup-
ment in 3 hearing required by Flonda
law. The county an that the $20-
million cost of installing a scrubber and
would make the project un-

ical and have lile effect on ar

ter protection policies in 10 siates and
three localiies. i concluded that 100
often groumdwaier pruteciion progruns
are simph  cleanup operations mither
than comprchensine programs designed
0 prevent contamination. To develop
comprechemine presentive  programs,

{(RMCLs) and maximum contaminant lev-
els (MCis) that it has already proposed
to establish for some substances. If
President Reagan signs the new Safe
Drinking Water Act, EI'A must set sian-
datds within three vears for 83 of 700
contami found m drinking waicrs
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qt&aliq (ENR 5/22 p. 15). The hearig
officer agreed.

The agenes will aliow Broward Coun-
w to build the plam without the equp:
meni—for now. DER offialt '";“
believe thes wonkd lose an appeal of the
heaning officer’s rulmg before Gov.

n
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